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Foreign Collaboration by Birlas 

1511. Shrl Madhu Llmaye: 
Shrl Kishen ~attnaJ ... 

Will the Minister of It on and Steel 
be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it Is a fact that the 
Birlas have been authorised to set up 
an alloy steel plant in Biluir with 
foreign collaboration; and 

(b) if so, the main features of this 
collaboration and the time-table of the 
construction and commissioning of 
this plant? 

The Minister of Iron and Steel (Shrl 
T. N. SlDI'b): (a) Yes, Sir, with a 
capacity limited to 40,000 tonnes. 

(b) The know·how for production 
will be supplied by Societies Forges 
et Ateliers du Creusot (SFAC) of 
France. Engineering services ~or set-
ting up the plant will be provided by 
another tl.rm. 

S.F.A.C, may also invest in the 
equity capital of the Indian Company. 

The construction of the plant is ex-
pected to be completed in about three 
years after the execution of agree-
ments with the collaborators and com-
pletion of other formalities. 

Export of Tea 

158Z. 8hrl "em Raj: Will the Minis-
ter of Commerce be pleased to state: 

(a) whether the Kangra Tea Plan-
ters Co-operative Marketing Society 
has represented 1:0 the Tea Board and 
Government 'lor making arrangement 
for the airliiting of tea to Afghanistan 
from Amritsar instead of from Delhi 
as the latter arrapgement entails extra 
freight; and 

(b) if so, the decision taken by 
Government thereon? 

The Deputy Minister In the Minis-
try of Commerce (Sbrl Shafl Qureshi): 
(a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) Following the Tashkent Agree-
ment, the land route to Afghanistan 
through Pakistan has since been re-
opened. The necessity for airlifting 
therefore no longer exists. 
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