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Increase in Freight Rate

1565. Shrl Dinen Bhaitacharya:
Dr. Ranen Sen:
Will the Minister of Transport be
pleased to state:

(8) whether the Shipping Com-
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panies operating from East Coast of
India on Australia and New Zealand
route have announced a general in-
crease in freight rates from October,
1985,

(b) if so, the extent thereof; and

(c) the
thereto?

reaction of Government

The Minister of Transport (Shri Raj
Bahadar): (a) and (b), Yes, a general
increase of T4 per cent. was effected
from 1st October, 1965.

(c) The Government of India had
lodged a strong protest with the
shipping lines concerned who replied
that the increase wag inevitable due
to increasing cost of operation and
labour conditions and that in defer-
ence to the views of the principal
trading associations, whom they had
consulted, a number of commodities
had alrcady been exempted from the
increase.

Water for Irrigation

1566. Shri Krishnapal Singh: Will
the Minister of Food and Agricullure
be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fuct that the
Prime Minister in a letter addressed
to the Members of the Planning Com-
missjon jn October, 1965 made a sug-
gestion that the cultivators should be
given water free or at & nominal cost
for irripation purposes at least for
one year, ani

(b) if so, the action taken to im-
plement this proposal?

The Deputy Minisier in the Ministry
of Food and Agriculture (Shri Shah-
Nawar thnl: (a) Yes, Sir,

(b) The Prime Minister's suggestion
to make available irrigation water to
farmers either free. or on a nominal
payment for a period of a year has
been considere] at a High Level Meet-
ing held in the Planning Commission
on October 20, 1985, It was noled
that most of the States had alrcoady
provided for graded water charges
in the commands of new irrigation
projects. It was further agreed that
this approach shoulq be adopted for
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additional crops also in the old pro-
jects in addition to the command of
new irrigation projects.

Plant Protection Measures

1567, Shri Yashpal Bingh: Will the
Minister of Food and Agriculture be
pleased to state:

(a) the percentage of the crops to
the total produce in a year which
came under plant protection measures;
and

{b) whether there is any proposal
to raise this percentage so as to elimi-
nate the loss of grains?

The Deputy Minister in the Ministry
of Food and Agriculture (Shri Shah.
nawaz Khan): (a) Approximately 10
per cent. of cropg came under plant
protection measures in the year
1964-65.

({(b) Yes. There is a proposal
gradually to intensify plant protection
measures. In the last years of the lst
and 2nd Five Year Plans g level of
coverage of 6'1 and 16°0 million acres
respectively was reached. It js anti-
cipated that a level of coverage of 43
million acres per year will be reach-
ed in the last year of the 3rd plan.
It ig proposed to reach a level of
coverage of 210 million acres per year
in the 3rd year of the Fourth Plan and
to maintain that level for the last
two years of the Fourth Plan.

Farm Prices

1588. Shri Sidbeshwar Prasad: Will
the Minister of Food and Agriculture
be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
present farm prices in India are much
below international levels;

(b) if so, what are its details; and

fe) how they compared in 1850,

1955 and 1060 respectively?

The Deputy Minister in the Ministry
of Food and Agriculture (Shrl Shah-
nawaz Khan): (a) to (c). It is difficult
to give a categorical answer to this
question primarily because compar-
able farm prices are not published by
many countries and secondly Indian
farm prices are lower than those in
some and higher than those in othe
countries. A ative stat t,
for some important countries for
which farm prices are available, is laid
on the Table of the House. [Placed
in Library. See No. LT-1588/85].

National Co-operative Bank

1568. Shri Himatsingka:
Shri Rameshwar Tantla:

Will the Minister of Community
Development and Co-operation be
pleased to state:

(a) whether there is any proposal
under consideration of Government

to set up a national co-operative
bank; and
(b) if 80, when the decision is

likely to be taken in this regard?

The Deputy Minister in the Ministry
of Community Development and Co-
operation (Shri B, 8. Murthy): (a)
and (b), The Ram Niwas Mirdha
Committee on Cooperation recom-
mended the setting up of s National
Cooperative Bank, which would form
the apex of the cooperative financial
structure in the country. The Con-
ference of State Ministers of Coopera-
tion held on the 3rd and 4th of Nov-
ember, 1965 which considered the
recommendntions of the Mirdha Com-
mittee recommended that the All India
Cooperative Banks' Federation should
be requested to study the proposal In
ronsultation with the Reserve Bank of
India anj the Ministry of Community
Development & Cooperation. The
matter will be considered further in
the light of the study.





