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The Deputy Minister in the Ministry 
of Railways (Shri Sham Nath): (a)
and (b). The Railway's work of 
widening the bridge has been complet
ed as far back as July, 1957. How
ever, the widening of the approaches 
to the bridge to be carried out by 
Delhi Administration, involves re
moval of encroachers on the railway 
land, for which the Delhi Administra
tion has already moved the Civil 
Court.

(c) The Railway is not aw cure of the 
causes for the delay in the Court.

Shortage of Tin Metal

2245. Shri Brij Raj Singh:
Shri Onkar Lai Berwa:
Shri Gokaran Prasad:

Will the Minister of Steel and 
Mines be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that 4500 
workers of the British-owned Tinplate 
Company at Jamshedpur have been 
laid off on the plea of non-availabi
lity of tin metal and other material 
since the 18th October, 1965; and

(b) if so, the steps taken by Gov
ernment so far to facilitate the re
starting of the closed Departments of 
the Company and to make up the 
shortage of tin metal?

The Minister of Steel and Mines 
(Shri Sanjiva Reddy): (a) Because
of dwindling stocks of block tin. 
1,068 workers were laid off on the 
morning of 18th October, 1965, at the 
Tinplate Company’s Works in Golmuri. 
Another 1661 were expected to be laid 
off by about the third week of Nov
ember, 1965.

(b) Block tin, one of the essential 
raw materials for the production of 
tinplates, has to be imported from 
Malaysia or from the USA. Import of 
block tin from Malaysia requires free 
foreign exchange and import from the 
USA utilises US Aid Credit. The free 
foreign exchange that could be made 
available to the Tinplate Company

was very limited because of the cur
rent foreign exchange situation. The 
allocation made under the US (AID) 
Non-Project Loan has been inopera
tive because the loan arrangements 
have not yet been finalised. Till more 
foreign exchange is effectively avail
able, there is little than can be done 
immediately to improve the situation. 
The Tinplate Company have recently 
been allowed to utilise Rs. 20 lakhs 
of free foreign exchange earned by 
scrap exporters.

Manufacture of Tennis Balls

2246. Shri Kami Singhji: Will the 
Minister of Industry and Supply be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Tennis 
Balls manufactured in India are in 
short supply;

(b) if so, the reasons therefor; and
(c) the action taken in this regard?
The Minister of Heavy Engineering 

and Industry in the Ministry of Indus
try and Supply (Shri T. N. Singh):
(a) No complaint to this effect has 
been received by the Government of 
India.

(b) and (c). Do not arise.
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