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SYNTHETICS SUBSTITUTE FOR JUTE

1976. SHRI JUGAL MONDAL: Will
the Minister of COMMERCE be pleased to
state :

(a) whether the Imperial Chemical In-
dustries Ltd., and the Oil cartels have in-
troduced synthetic fibre whose cost of pro-
duction is less than that of jute; and

(b) if so, the steps taken to protect the
Indian jute Industry ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE (SHRI
MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI) : (a) Vari-
ous manufacturers have introduced synthe-
lic substitutes in overseas markets which
sell in competition with jute goods.

(b) The industry is being given assist-
unce in conducting research for devclop-
ment of finer fabrics etc. At the same
time steps are being taken to improve the
yield both in terms of quality and quantity,
reduction of jute content of the fabric and
also improving the manufacturing efficiency
of the industry. On a review, export duties
on certain varieties of jute goods have been
reduced with effect from February 7, 1968.

Tram-Bus CoLLisioN NEAR LakmiMprur

1977, SHRI YASHPAL SINGH : will
the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased 10
state

(a) whether it is 5 fact that a train hit
the bus on the S5th February, 1968 on the
unmanned level crossing between Bhira
Kheri and Mailani Stations near Lakhim-
pur on the North Eastern Railway:

(b) if so, the cause thereof;

{c) the number of persons killed and
injured as a result thereof; and

(d) the action tuken by Government in
the matter ?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI C. M. POONACHA) : (a) Yes.

(b) The cause of the accident is under
investigation.

(c) In this accident 10 persons travel-
ling in the bus were killed and 37 injured.

(d) Suitable action will be taken on
completion of the enquiry.

PHALGUNA 8, 1889 (SAKA)
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