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The Deputy MlDIlIter Ia the MIDJ8-
try of Food anel Apiculture (8brI 
SbaJmawu KhaD): (a) and (b). Cer-
tain strips of land by the side of Rail_ 
way tracks are retained by the RaIl-
ways to ensure stability of the tracks 
and for borrowing the earth for the 
maintenanCe of the tracks, wherever 
needed. Efforts have been in pro-
gress for the past several years to 
bring under cultivation temporarily. 
as much cultivable land belonging to 
the Railway" on either side o·f Rail-
way line., as possible. ~  plots of 
land are handed over to the State 
Governments for leasing them out to 
.,ultivators. Surplus Railway land to 
the extent of 42558 acres has been 
handed over to the vario"s States and 
RallW1lY employees for Grow More 
Food purposes upto March, 1965. 

As regards the likely output to be 
.achieved, the Railway lands being 
.cattered in small patches all over 
the country, the actllal output 
depends upon a number of factors 
e.g. type 01 land, availability of irri-
gation facilities near to the Railway 
1and, capacity of the ~  to invest 
in essential inputs such as fertilisers 
improved seMs, etc. In "iew of this, 
it is not possible to assess correctly 
the output from the cultivation cif the 
surplu. Railway land. However, it 1S 
roughly estimated that on an aver-
age a yield of about II maunds could 
be achieved per acre, provided all 
facilities fOr irrigation and other in-
puts are available. . 

.Deveio.-nt 01 Gra"" ..... Cu.-.. 
Cultlvatloa 

1965. Shri M. R. KriIJma: Wfil the 
Minister of Food ..... Agriculture be 
Pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that Gov-
ernml!l1t have taken mops to in"VIt. a 
foreign expert \0 live advice in 
the development of grape and cltrtUI 
<!IIlti va t ion; 

(b) who Ia the open and froID 
Which part of the world he i. coll\lng; 
and 

(c) how long the eyrt is lil<elJ" 
to stay in India? 

The DepMy MInister '" die MiDls-
try of Food aDd Alrrlouiture (Sbrl 
Shahnawa. Khan): (3) and (b). 
Yes; steps have been taken to obtain 
an expert under the Indo-Soviet Cul-
tural Programme for advice in the 
development of grape cultivation and 
another expert from Australia under 
the Colombo Plan for assisting In 
controlling the Cltrus-dleback disease. 
The names of the experts becoming 
available are not yet known. 

(e) Both the experts are expected 
to stay in fndia for six months. 

1966. Shri C. K. Bbattacbaryya: 
Will the Minister of Pood and AIri-
culture be pleased to state: 

(.) whether his attention hu been 
drawn to • Statement by tM! CIIatr-
man. Food Corporation of ~  dl8-
approylng conversion of agrioultural 
land for Induatrial lites; and 

(b) if eo. wbether. &n7 ItepI have 
been taken to Implement thia ......... 
tion? 

The Deputy M1n1ater In the 1Ithda-
try IJI Foocl aDIII AlricuJture (Itil 
Skalmawu Khan): (a) The Chair-
man of the Food Corporation of india 
has expreased the view that it 111 
wrong to utilise valuable agricultural 
land for non-agricultural purpoae8. 

(b) State Governments and Union 
Territory Administrations have 
already been advised to ensure that 

~ of good agricultural land 
for non-agricultural purposes is not 
resorted to except whl!ll absolutely 
essential or unavoidable. 

AaTlcult ...... ProdacUou 

1...,. Sbrl BrIJ IIa.l ....... : Will the 
Minuter of F_ IUId ApieRltare be 
pleased to state: 

(a) .. hether Governmeat have 
utlliled the tervi... at the FarmerII 
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forum for .tepping up acricultural 
preduction; and 

(b) if 80, the nature and e%tent of 
the co-operation received from the 
forum during 1964-65? 

The Deput,. Minister In the Minis-
try of Food and Acrtculture (SMt 
Shahnawaz Khan): (a) and (b). 
There has not been any particular 
collaboration of Farmers' Forum with 
Government lor stepping up Agricul-
tural Production during 1964-65. How. 
ever, Bharat Krishak Samaj being one 
of the organisations representing the 
Farmers gets itself associated with 
some such activiUes. 
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