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The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Food and Agriculture (Shri
Shahnawaz Khan): (a) and (b). Cer-
tain strips of land by the side of Rail.
way tracks are retained by the Rail-
ways Lo ensure stability of the tracks
and for borrowing the earth for the
maintenance of the tracks, wherever
needed. Efforts have been in pro-
gress for the past several years to
bring under cultivation temporarily,
as much cultivable land belonging to
the Railways on either side of Rail-
way lines, as possible. Such plots of
land are handed over to the State
Governments for leasing them out to
cultivators. Surplus Railway land to
the extent of 42558 acres has been
handed over to the various States and
Railway employees for Grow More
Food purposes upto March, 1866,

As regards the likely output to be
achieved, the Railway lands being
scattered in small patches all over
the country, the gactwal output
depends upon a number of factors
e g type of land, availability of irri-
gation facilities near to the Railway
land, capacity of the farmers to invest
in essential inputs such as fertilisers
improved seedls, ete. In view of this,
it is not possible to assess correctly
the output from the cultivation of the
surplus Railway land. However, it 1s
roughly estimated that on an aver-
age a yield of about ® maunds could
be achieved per acre, provided all
favilities for irrigation and other in-
puts are available.

Development of Graps and Clirus
Cultivation

1965. Shri M. R. Krishna: Wil the
Minister of Food and Agriculture be
pleased to state:

{a) whether it is a fact that Gov-
ernment have taken #teps to invite a
foreign expert to give advice in
the development of grape and citrus
cultivation;

{b) who is the expert and from
which part of the world he is cong;
and

Written Answers 6010

(c) how long the n*ﬂ is likely
to stay in India?

Yhe Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Food and Agriculiure (Shri
Shahnawaz Khan): (a) and (b).
Yes; steps have been taken to obtain
an expert under the Indo-Soviet Cul-
tural Programme for advice in the
development of grape cultivation and
another expert from Australia under
the Colombo Plan for assisting in
controlling the Cltrus-dieback disease,
The names of the experts becoming
available are not yet known.

(e) Both the experts are expected
to stay in India for six months.

Agricultural Land

1966. Shri C. K. Bhattacharyya:
Will the Minister of Feod and Agri-
culture be pleased to state:

(w) whether his attention has been
drawn to g Statément by the Chair-
man, Food Corporation of India, dis-
approving conversion of agricultural
land for industrial sites; and

{b) it g0, whether any steps have
been taken to implement this sugges-
tion?

The Deputy Minister in the Minks-
try of Food amd Agriculture (Shri
Shahnawas Khan): (s) The Chair-
man of the Food Corporation of India
has expressed the view that it is
wrong to utilise valuable agricultural
land for non-agricultural purposes.

(b) State Governments and Union
Territory Administrations  have
already been advised to ensure that
acquisition of good agricultural land
for non-agricultural purposes is not
resorted to except when absolutely

tial or unavoldabl

Agricaltaral Production

1947. Shri Brij Raj Singh: Will the
Minister of Food and Agriculture be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have
utilised the services of the Farmers
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forum for pping
preduction; and

(b) if so, the nature and extent of
the co-operation received from the
forum during 1064-657

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Food and Agriculture (S8hrl
Shahnawaz Khan): () and (b).
There has not been any particular
collaboration of Farmers' Forum with
Government for stepping up Agricul-
tural Production during 1964-85, How-
ever, Bharat Krishak Samaj being one
of the organisations representing the
Farmers gets itself associated with
some such activities.
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