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strengthened tp intensify research
work for evelving high yielding and
disease resistant strains.

Cultivation of Japanese Mint in
Kerala

1076. Shri A. K, G palan: Will the
Minister of Feod and Agricullure be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have got
a scheme to cultivate Japanese mint;

(b) whether the soll and climatic
conditions of Kerala are suitable for
the purpose; and

{c) whether Government propose
to cultivate it on a large scaie in
Kerala?

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Food and Agri ulture (Shri
Shahnawaz Khan): (a) A pilot schems
to cultivate Japanese mint on an area
of 5 acres during 1965-66 is being for-
mulated by the Kerala Governmant.

(b) Studies undertaken so far have
shown that the crop can be cultivated
in certain parts of the Kerala State.

(c) Large scale cultivation of mint
in Kerala will be considered i success
is achieved in the pilot scheme.

Sol! Conservation

1077. Bhrl A. K. Gopalan: Will the
Minister of Food and Agriculture be
pleased to state:

(a) the amount allotted in the
Third Five Year Plan for soll con-
servation work to the Kerala State;

(b) the amount utilized so far;

(c) the amount that has lapsed;

(d) whether Government are aware
that the State nominees trained in
soil conservation work had been put
on jobg not connected with Soill Con-
servation work; and

(e) if so, the steps taken to rectify
the position?

The Deputy Min'ster of Agricultare
(Shri Shahnawaz Khan): (a) Rs. 120.00
lakhs

(b) Rs. 55.80 lakhs (Upto 31st March,
1965).
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(¢) The State Governmant do not
enticipate any lapse of funds pravid-
ed fir Soil Conservation during the
Third Five-Year Plan.

(d) The State Government has in-
form=od that out of 55 personn:l so far
trained in soil consarvation, 23 were
posted in the regular Soil Conserva-
tion Department and four were uap-
pointed in the Forest Department be-
cause forestry and soil ¢ nscrvation
arz allied subjects and knowledge of
soil conservation is essential to Fores-
ters also.

25 persons were posted in the Agri-
culture Department becausa the ser-
vi es of trainad personnel were requir-
ed for Extension work for guiding and
advising preperly the cultivators on
seil eoncereation und soil science. The
State Government consider the post-
ing of such personnel in Agriculture
Departme=nt as indispensible.

Three Diploma Holders in Civil
Engincering who had received training
in soil conservation had to be reverted
to the Publi: Works Department o1
want of vacancies in th» former Soil
Conservation Section of the Agricul-
ture Department.

(¢) Under the existing patiern of
Central financial assistance, State Gov-
ernments are entitled to 50 per cent
subsidy on the payv and allowances
and the expenditure incurred on the
study tours of trainees, In order to
ensure that the trained p2rsonnel are
utilised for soil -onservation work,
the aforesaid subsidy is given to the
State Governments on the prodiction
of a certificate that the persons con-
cerned were actually put on  this
work after completion of their train-
ing. No subsidv is paid in rospect of
the personnel who are not put on snil
conservation work.

Eviction of Peasants from Forests in
Kerala

1078, Shrl A. K. Gopalan: Will ihe
Minister of Food and Agriculture be
pleassd to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that in
Trichur and Chalakudy Forest Divi-





