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Gujarat, and the Fruit and Vegetable
Merchants Union, Subzi Mandi Delhi.
The case was taken up with the
Ministry of Railways, who have
stated that after careful reconsidera-

tion they have decided to give
special concessions on wagon loads
only.

Yieil of Rice per Acre

2519, Shrimati Savitri Nigam: Will
the Minister of Food and Agricalture
be pleased to state:

(a) whether new scientific techni-
ques in agriculture have been evolved
and demonstrations held recently for
raising the yield of rice in the labora-
tories engaged in this work; and

(b)y if mo, the
achleved?

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Food and Agriculture (Shrl
Shahnawax Khan): (a) Yes, The
Scientific techniques include:—

nature of success

(i) Breeding and selection of high

yielding, fertilizer responsive,
non-lodging varieties.
{ii) Evolution of salt, flood and

‘varieties and
deep water

disease resistant
those suited for
conditions,

(iii) Working out of agronomic
technique; and fertilizer sche-
dules for realising high yields.

(iv) Study of suitable green manure

crops.

(v) Working out of effective plant
protection measures for con-
trolling different pests and
diseases and weeds.

The results of these technigues are
being demonstrated on a country-
wide scale.

{b) With the use of these techni-
ques it has been possible to realise
paddy yields upto 5,000 lbs. per acre
with the local varieties and 8000 1bs.
in some newly introduced exotic
warleties.
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Ses Pear! Shells

Shrimatl Savitri Nigam:
2520. { Shri S. C. SBamanta:
Shri M. L. Dwivedi:

Will the Minister of Food and Agrl-
culiure be pleased to state:

(a) the coasts where sea pear! shells
have been found; and

(b) whether any organised effort is
being made to recover these shells?

The Deputy Minister in the Minls-
try of Food and Agriculture (Shri
D. R. Chavan): (a) Pearl oysters
are found in the pear! banks in the
Gulf of Mannar off the coasts of
Tirunelvell and Ramanathapuram
Districts in Madras State.

(b) Inspection of pearl banks are
conducted annually by the State
Fisheries Department. If and when
oysters are available in large num-
bers, they are commercially exploited,
The last series of pear] fisheries was
from 1955 to 1981.
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