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major part Of funds is being !/pent on 
administJ;ation rather than actual 
works for the uplift and benefit of 
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Visit by Commander-in-Chief of tbe 
Soviet Navy 

1504. SHRI D. C. SHARMA: 
SHRI YASHPAL SINGH: 

Will the Minister of DEFE1I.'CE be 
pleased to state: 

(a) IWhethelf' the Commander-in-
Chief of the Soviet Navy visit"d India 
recently as the head Of a Soviet Na,,-al 
delegation; 

(b) if so, the purpose of his visit; 
and 

(c) the outc.ome of the talks held 
with him? 

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE 
(SHRI SWARAN SINGH): (a) Yes, 
Sir. The Commander-in-Chief of the 
Navy of the USSR recently visited 
India accompanied by 6 Staff Officers. 

(b) It was a goodwill visit to reo 
ciprocate the visit paid. by our Chief 
of the Navy-Staff to the USSR b 1967. 

(c) Question does not arise, this 
~  a goodwill visit. ,-

Study Group for Backward Classes 

1505. SHRI D. R. PARMAR: Will 
the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to 
state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that a 
study group for backward classes 
under the Planning Commission, led 
by Shri Shrikant Sheth, visited the 
'State of Gujarat in October, 1967; 

'(b) whether it is also a fact that 
the study group has pointed out that 

backward classes; -. 

(c) the other suggestions made by 
the study group; and 

(d) the reaction of Government 
thereto and the action taken by Gov-
ernment? 

THE PRIME MINISTER, MINIS. 
TER OF ATOMIC ENERGY, MINIS-
TER OF PLANNING AND MINIS· 
TER OF EXTERNAL' AFFAIRS 
(SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI): (a) 
to (c), A Study Team on Tribal 
Development Programmes has been 
set up by the Committee on Plan 
Projects at the suggestion of the 
Planning Commission. The Team has 
Shri P. Shilu Ao as Chairman and 
Sarvashri L. M. Shrikant and T. 
Sivasankar as Members. On behalf of 
the Study Team, Shri Shrikant visited 
certain tribal areas of Gujarat in Oc· 
tc-ber 1967 and held discussions with 
the State authorities, non·officials, 
etc. The Study Team has not yet 
submitted a report. 

(d) Does not arise since the report 
of the Study Team is not yet ready. 

Foreign Tours by MinisterS 

1506. SHRI K. M. KOUSHIK: Will 
the PRIME MINISTER be Pleased 
to state: 

'(a) whether the foreign tours 
under taken by the Ministers and the 
Deputy Ministers, are made in con-
sultation with the Prime Minister; 
and 

n;) on what grounds they are 
usually permitted? 

THE PRIME MINISTER, MINIS-
TER OF ATOMIC ENERGY, MINIS. 
TER OF PLANNING AND MINIS-
TER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDIfl): '(a) 
Yes, Sir. . 

(b) Foreign tours are undertaken 
by the Ministers and Deputy Minis-
ters whenever these are regarded as 
uEeful for the discharge Of their 
duties . 




