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(d) the States where the prices of
gram, wheat, rice and other foodgrains
have fallen below the minimum procure-
ment prices ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FCOD, AGRICULTURE,
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND
COOPERATION  (SHRI. - ANNASAHIB
SHINDE) : (a) The main reason for slow
progress in the procurement of foodgrains
in some of the States is delayed harvesting.
The late start of monsoon last year led to
late transplantation of paddy and conse-
quently to delayed harvesting. The other
reason for slow progress of procurement in
some of the States has been the political
instability and the consequent .reluctance
particularly -of governments composed of
many parties to make an all-out effort. Some
damage to crops just beforc harvest also
resulted in procurement not reaching the
earlier expectations.

(b) The State Governments concerned
are making efforts to intensify procurement
but the damage to crops just before barvest
in some States will make it difficult to

achieve the targets.

(c) A statement showing the quantities
of rice and paddy procured in the different
States so far and-the targets reccmmended
by the Agricultural Prices Commission is
laid on the Table of the House. [Placed
in Library  See No. LT-923/68).

(d) No case has been brought to the
notice of Government to the effect that the
prices of foodgrains of fair average quality
have fallen below the procurement prices
in any area.
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