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Self-sufficiency in Paper

7485. SHRI S. K. TAPURIAH :
SHRI M. AMERSEY :
SHRI LOBO PRABHU :

SHRI MEETHA LAL MEENA:
Will the Minister of INDUSTRIAL

DEVELOPMENT AND COMPANY
AFFAIRS be pleased to state :

(a) whether the country is self-suffi-
cient in paper ;

(b) if not, the justification for subsidis-
ed exports ; and

(c) how the internal prices of paper
compare with world prices ?

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT AND COMPANY
AFFAIRS (SHRI F. A. AHMED): (a)
The country is self-sufficient in almost all
the common varieties of paper.

(b) Does not arise.
(c) The internal prices of indigenous

paper of common varieties compare favour-
ably with the interaational prices.

National Coal Development Corperation

7486. SHRI S. K. TAPURIAH :
SHRI1 MEETHA LAL MEENA:

Will the Minister of STEEL, MINES
AND METALS be pleased to state :

(a) the loss incurred by the National
Coal Development Corporation and Singa-
reni Mines during the last year and the
anticipated loss this year ;

(b) whether Government are aware that
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this loss could be reduced bv werking
fewer pits, like four instead of thirty at
Singareni ; and B

(c) the deficiencies which have been
reported by the Inquiry Commission in
their interim report in this regard ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF STEEL, MINES AND
METALS (SHRI P. C. SETHI) : (a) During
the year 1966-67 the Simgareni Collieries
Company Limited incurred a loss of Rs. 9.9
lakhs and the National Coal Development
Corporation Limited incurred a loss of
Rs. 1.58 crores.

It is too early to assess the working
results for the year 1967-68 for Natienal
Coal Developmeat Corporation er for
Singareni Collieries Company as the profit
and loss accounts have not been prepared
so far.

(b) Some uneconomic mines are no
doubt being worked in the national interest.
But the general position is that quite a num-
ber of mines have been closed or suspended
or production slowed down because of
lack of demand for coal.

(c) The first report of National Coal
Development Corporation Enguiry Com-
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mittee is stil! under examination by Govern-
ment.
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Cost of Prodnction of Steel in the Private
Sector

7487. SHRI‘S. K. TAPURIAH :

SHRI MEETHA LAL MEENA:

Will the Minister of STEEL, MINES
AND METALS be pleased to state :

(a) whether it is a fact that the cost of
production of steel in the private sector
steel plants is about Rs. 650 whereas in
the public sector plaats it is Rs. 1,200 ;

(b) if not, what are the correct figures ;
(c) at what price we have contracted to
export the main varieties of steel ; and
(d) what will be the total subsidy on
the quantities now committed for export ?

THE MINISTER OF STEEL, MINES
AND METALS (DR. CHANNA REDDY):
(a) No, Sir.

(b) The average works cost of produc-
tion per tonne of steel ingots at the first
stage in the various steel plants in the
public as well as private sector during
1966-67 has bsen as under :

-{in rupees)
Indian Irenr
Tata Iron and and Steel
Rourkela Bhilai Durgapur Steel Co. Company
Open Hearth
steel ingots 279.75 245.10 281.54 267.47 294.58
L.D. steel
ingots 272.99 - - - -

(c) There is a glut of steel in the world
market and there is considerable comwpeti-
tion between different countries im tryisg
to capture foreign markets. The export
prices, therefore, bear no relation with the
indigenous costs of production, and they
also vary from country to country, and
contract to contract. Floor prices are,
however, fixed category-wise and destina-
tion-wise from time to time and no exports
below these prices are permitted.

(d) As export prices vary from coumtry
to country and comtract to contract, it is
pot possible to make an estimate of the

subsidy payable against commitments made.
During the year 1967-68, however, a subsidy
of Rs. 6.86 crores was paid on Iron and
Steel exports.
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