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(b) if 80, the ~e  ~e  fQr Pl'0-
duction for 1968-69; and 

(c) the details of the scheru ~ flir 
Rajasthan State? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FOOD, .,\GBIctJL.. 
T"URE, COMMUNITY DEVELOP-
14ENT AND COOPERATION (SHBI 
ANNASAIDB SRINDE): (a) Under 
the new strategy for achieving a rapid 
"break-through" in agricultural pro-
duction, a High Yielding -Jariettes 
Programme was launched from 1966-
67. This programme includes the high-
yjelding varietjes of wheat all..1 p"iddy 
and hybrids of jowar, maize Imd bajra. 
The target for 1970-71 is 32.5 million 
acres, of which 12 million acres f"r 
maize, jowar and bajra. Targets for 
each year are finalized m advance for 
making arrangements foc inputs, e.g., 
seeds, fertilizers State GOllernments 
are themselves responsible for orga-
nizing their seed produccio.-I to meet 
the requirements of approved pro-
grammes. The National seeds Corpora_ 
tion supplies the foundation seeds. 
Short-falls, if any, are &let by orga-
nizing special seed production pro-
grammes through the Na~ o a  Seeds 
Corporation Ltd. or by diversIOn of 
supplies from surplus State..;. 

(b) The targets of coverage: under 
various hybrids envisaged under the 
High-Yielding Varieties Prol(rdmme 
during 1968-69 are 7' 5 r.liaior. acres 
and arrangments are in hand to meet 
the seed requirements for this target. 

(c) The targets of coverage under 
hybrid crops during 1966-69 and the 

quantities of seeds ~  for achi-
eviJIi thCSiB t\ll"cets in RilJuthau L~ 
are as under:- -

Target of 
oo era~ 

ducing 
1968-69 

Hybrid ¥aize 85,000 acres 
Hybrid Sorghum 25,000 acres 
Hybrid Bajra 5,00,000 aetel 

Quantity of 
sems re-
quired (in 
tonncs) 

5[0.00 

100.00 

625.00 

CoNVERSION FROM COMMERCI,AL TO FOOD' 

PaODVCTION 

539. SHBI D. N. PATODIA: Will 
the Minister of FOOD AND AGRI-
CULTURE be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that with 
the narrowing down of the profitabili-
ty of raising food and comruercial 
crops, there is now a e e ~y to con-
vert the areas raising commcrci31 
crops into food crops; 

(b) the extent to which the above 
tendency has been noticed in rf;!ard 
to jute, cotton ground-nut, and tobacco-
crops; and 

(c) the extent of conversion effect-
ed so far in respect of above crops? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRIGUl,-
TURE, COMMUNITY DEVELOP-
MENT AND COOPERATION (SHRI 
ANNASAmB smNDE): (a) to (c). 
Separate data regarding areas of land 
diverted from foodgrains to cash croPs 
and vice-versa are not available. T ~ 

estimates of area under foodgrai:ns and 
selected cash crops during the U1Te& 
yearS 1964-65 to 1966-67 al'e giveo 
below: 

.ill-hiia :z-ea unier fOJigrains and cash crops during 1964-65 10 ~  

('O:J()' hee:ares) 

Crop 1964-65 1965-66 1966-67 
(F) 

Total foodgrains 
Cash Crops: 

Jute 
Cotton 
Groundnut 
Tllbacoo .  • 
Other cash crops. 
TOTAL-Cash crops 

(P) Partially revilled esijmates. 

"Includes castorseed, sesamum ra-
sann hemp, Potato, wgarcane, biack 
turmeric. . :; -.. -~ 

(P) (P) 

117,533 JJ3,174 

839 757 
8,;171 7,94Z 
7,216 7,428 
394 372 

12,352 12,111 

29,072 28,610 

(F) Final Estimates. 

II6>46S' 

798 
7,834 
1,251 
398 

1I,747' 
28,028. 

~ and mustard,. u-a, _til. 
pepper, dry chillies, dry ainler anel 
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The above figures show that in 
1986-6'1 the area under both focdgrains 
and all cash crBpS taken together was 
lower than the respective levels in 
1964-65. In any year, the acreages 
under different crops vary under the 
influence of various a or~ like wea-
ther, farmers' expectation sbout pri-
ces, etc. Comprehensive data on cost 
of production of foodgrains and com-
mercial crops over a period of time 
are not available to indicate ciuulges 
In their re!ative profitabilities. 

COST OF SUGAR AND WHEAT 

540. SHRl Y. A. PRASAD: 
SHRI DEBABRATA BARUA: 
SHRI D. N. DEB: 
SHRI R. R. SINGH DEO: 

Will the Minister of FOOD AND 
AGRiCULTURE be pleased to state: 

(a) whether It is a fact that the 
prices of wheat and sugar have gone 
up during the lliSt two months; 

(b) if so, ele extent of rise m 
prices; and 

(c) the reasons therefor? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRI-
CULTURE, COMlvIU!-.'1TY DEVELOP-
MENT AND COOPERATION (SHRI 
ANNA SAHIB SHINDE): (a) No, Sir. 
The market prices of wheat showed a 
substantial fall in the month of De-
cember, 1967. In the month of Janu-
ary 1968, however, there had been a 
rise in the first three weeks but there-
after there has been a downward 
tendency in the r ~e  

The levy prices of sugar have re-
mained unaltered since the introduc-
tion of partial decontrol in November, 
1967. The open market plices of 
sugar have fallen substantially as 
compared with the prices that pre-
vailed immeJiately after the partial 
decontrol. 

(b) A.Btatelnent $hewing the week. 
end wholesale market prices of wheat 

from October, 1967 onwadrs at certain 
important centres of wheat ro ~ 

States is lind on the Table of the 
House. [Placed in Library. See No. 
LT-77/68]. 

(c) Does not arise. The rise in wheat 
prices in January was on account of 
normal market fluctuations, lean pe-
riod of the season and increase in the 
issue prices of foodgrains distributed' 
through ration Fair price shops etc. 

SCAIlCITY AREAs 

541. SHRI Y. A. PRASAD: 
SHRI D. N. DEB: 

Will the Minister of FOOD AND' 
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state: 

(a) the States which have declared-
scarcity areas due to failure .of the 
last kharif crops; and 

(b) the Central assistance propose<¥. 
to be given for these areas? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGP.l· 
CULURE, COMMUNITY DEVELOP-
MENT AND COOPERATION (SHRl 
ANNASAHm SIDNDE): (a) AlI the 
State Governments were requested to 
intimate the areas declared by them, 
as scarcity areas as a result of failure-
of the last kharif crops. The Govem-
ments of AsSam, West Bengal, Madhya 
Pradesh, Haryana, Punjab, Kerala ar4 
Gujarat have replied that no areas 
have been declared as scarcity areas. 
The Governments of Maharshtra. 
Andhra Pradesh, Rajasthan and My-
sore have stated that drought condi-
tions have developed in some al'eas 
due to failure of rains. The Govern--
ment of Orissa have stated that though-
there has been partial failure of kharif 
paddy crops in some districts, no area 
in the state has been declared as 
scarcity area Two districts of Uttar 
Pradesh are reported to have been. 
affected by floods and drought. A few 
pockets in one of the -districts ol Dihar 
are also reported to have been aifect-
ed by drought. 1nf0ruiBtion from the-




