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porte that U.S5.A. has refused to sup-
ply more than 35 lakh tons of food-
grains as against our requirements of
70 lakh tons during 1968; and

(b) if so how it is proposed to se-
cure the balance of the quantity of
foodgrains?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRI-
CULTURE, COMMUNITY DEVE-
LOPMENT AND COOPERATION
(SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE): (a)
and (b). The preliminary estimate of
requirements of imported foodgraims
from all sources during 1968 is 75 lakh
fonnes. It is too early to say from
what sources we would be able to

cover these total requirements. An
agreement has already been signed
with the U.S. Government on the

30th December, 1967 for supply of 30
jiakh tonnes of wheat and 5 lakh
tonnes of milo during the first six
'months of 1968. Negotiations for an
agreement for further supply of food-
grains during the second half of 1968
will be started in due course.

GHERAOS IN WEST BENGAL

496, SHRI SITARAM KESRI: Will
the Minister of LABOUR AND RE-
HABILITATION be pleased to state:

(a) the total number of workers
thrown out of jobs and the factories
closed down due to Gheraos in West
Bengal during the current year; and

{(b) whether Government have
taken any measures to rehabilitate
such workers and ensure the resump-
tion of factories?

THE MINISTER OF LABOUR AND
REHABILITATION (SHRI HATHI):
(a) The subject matter of the question
falls in the State sphere and infor-
mration is not available with the Gov-
ernment of India.

(b) Necessary action in this regard
is being taken by the State Govern-
ment, with the assistance, wherever
necessary, of the Government of India.
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SHORTAGE IN FOREST WEALTH

497. SHRI SITARAM KESRI: Will
the Minister of FOOD AND AGRI-
CULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
forest wealth for purposes of industry
would run short in the coming year;
and

(b) if so, the steps which Govern-
ment propose to take in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRI-
CULTURE, COMMUNITY DEVE-
LOPMENT AND COOPERATION
(SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE):
(a) Yes Sir; it is so apprehended.

(b) Necessary steps are being taken
by tate Govts. and Union Territory
Aministrations for prote-tion of Fore-
sts and for meeting reqJirements of
industries the following main mea-
sures have been initiated:—

(i) A centrally sponsored scheme
of “Plantation of quick growing
species” to meet the raw  material
requirements of paper and pulp
had been included in the Third
Plan. An area of 84,000 hectares has
been planted up under this scheme
during the Third Plan. The antici-
pated achievements for the ywears

1966-67 and 1967-68 are 1,20,000
hectares. The scheme is to continue
during 1968-69 also.

(ii) Under another scheme of “Plan-
tation of Economic gpecies” which
has been in operation in the Third
Plan w3 well as thereafter, Jarge scale
plantations of timber species of indus-

trial use (e.g. matchwood, plywood
etc.) has been raised.
(iij) At present a large forest

area in the country is understocked
and s in need of urgent restocking.
With & view to fully stock these
areas, a scheme of Rehabilitation of
Degraded Forests has been #mple-
mented in the Second and Third
Five-Year Plans and is being con-
tinued since 1966-87.
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(iv) With a view to decrease the
wastages of food that results from
the adoption of traditional methods
of logging, the Government -of
India are operating a project on
“Logging Training Centres” with
assistance from U.N. Special Fund,
under which training is being im-
parted in the use of modern me-
thods of logging and extraction.

ABOLITION OF FOOD ZONES

498. SHR] SITARAM KESRI:
SHRI S. R. DAMANI:
SHRI R. S. VIDYARTHI:
SHRI N. S. SHARMA:
SHR] KANWAR LAL GUPTA:
SHRI SHARDA NAND:

Will the Minister of FOOD AND
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the res-
trictions on the movement for food-
grains from one zone to another have
resulted in the variation of prices of
foodgraing in different parts of the
country; and

(b) whether in view of the fact
that the food production has improv-
ed in the current year, Govermment
propose to abolish the zonal restric-
tions and to treat the whole country
as 3 single zone so that uniform prices
are fixed for the foodgrains all over
the country?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRI-
CULTURE, COMMUNITY DEVE-
LOPMENT AND COOPERATIOM
(SHRI ANNAHASIB SHINDE): (a)
No, Sir. Fven when there were =mo
zona] restrictions on movement of
grains there were variations in the
prices of grains between surplus and
deficit States.

(b) No, Sir.
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TELEPHONE CONNECTIONS IN
_M.ADH'YA PRADESH

500. SHRI MANIBHAI J. PATEL:
Will the Minister of COMMUNICA-
TIONS be pleased tp wtata:

(a) the number of mew telephone
connectiong to be sanctioned in various
cities of Madhya Pradesh during
1968;

(b) whether it is proposed to instal
a direct Trunk Dialing system between
Delhi and Bhapal; and

(c) if %0, when it is likely to
completed?
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