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(d) and (e). The extent of reduction, 
if .y, is not known since tile carres-
pondiDa statistics for 1967 are not yel 
available; there is also no information 
as to bow much of it would be due to 
recession. The facilities offered by Em-
ployment Exchanges are open to re¢ren-
chell personnel along with other persons 
!leeking employment. 

EMPLOYEES UNDER THE CoMMISSIONER 
OF PROV/oENT FtIND 

3990. SHRI S. M. BANERJEE: Will 
the Minister of LABOUR AND RE-
HABILITATION be P ea~ed til state: 

(a) whether the employees working 
under the Commissioner of Provident 
Fund have submitted any charier of 
demands in the recent past; 

(h) if so. what are their demands; 
and 

(e) Ihe steps laken hv Government to 
meet them? . 

THE MINISTER OF LABOUR 
AND REHABII:.ITATION (SHRI 
HATHI) : (a)' Yes. 

(h) A copy of the Chaner of De-
mands is placed on .the Table of the 
House. [Placed in Library. Sl'/! No. l.T-
460/681 

(c) No action by Govenment IS due 
in the matter at this slage. The de-
mands are under consideration of the 
Central Board of Trustees, Employee's 
Provident Fund. 
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PROCUllMENT op FOOOOIlAIN!I IN WEST 
BENGAl-

3992. SHR) RABI RAY: Will the 
Minister of FOOD AND AGRICUL-
TURE be pleased ~  state : 

(a) whether his attention has been 
drawn to a news-item in the 'Statesman' 
of the 16th February, 1968 published 
from Calcutta that West Bengal has so 
far procured 1,45,000 tonnes of rice 
against its target of 700,000 tonnes and 
the procurement rate has dropped from 
5.000 tonnes 'a week to 3,000 donnes at 
present, while open market prices con-
tinued to be 100 high to attract custo-
mers; 

(b) whether Government have probed 
into the matter; and . 

(c) if so, the reasons therefor? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRI-
CULTURE. COMMUNITY DEVE-
LOPMENT AND COOPERATION 
(SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE): (a) 
Yes, Sir. 

(b) and (c). The weekly rate of pro-
curement quoted in the Statesman is 
not correct. Actual procurement a~ 
much higher though it is a fact that the 
quantity prol:ured in February was com-
paratively less. The main reason foJ' 
fall in the rate of procuremenl in Feb-
ruary 1968 was increalled political un-
certain and diversion of police to main-
tain law and order leading to less effec-
tiveness in the cordonina of surplus dis-
I!ric:tland statutorily rationed areas and 
rillll .in. OpeD m.rket prices. Tho rate of 
plDCUl'tlllCDt.baa imprcnoeci in tbe IICODd 
~  of february. 




