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. (d) and (e). The extent of reduction,
if any, is not known since the corres-
ponding statistics for 1967 are not yet
available; there is also no information
as to how much of it would be due to
recession. The facilities offered by Em-
ployment Exchanges are open to retren-
ched personnel along with other persons
seeking employment,

EMPLOYEEs UNDER THE COMMISSIONER
OF PROVIDENT FUND

3990. SHRI S. M. BANERIJEE : Will
the Minister of LABOUR AND RE-
HABILITATION be pleascd to state :

(a) whether the employces working
under the Commissioner of Provident

Fund have submitted any charter of
demands in the recent past;
(b) if so. what are their demands:

and

(c) the steps taken by Government to
meet them ?

THE MINISTER OF LABOUR
AND REHABILITATION (SHRI
HATHI) : (a) Yes,

(b) A copy of the Charter of De-
mands is placed on the Table of the
House, [Placed in Library. See No. 1.T-
460/ 68)

(¢) No action by Govenment i1s duc
in the matter at this stage. The de-
mands are under consideration of the
Central Board of Trustees, Employee’s
Provident Fund.
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PROCURMENT OF FOODGRAINS IN WEST
BENGAL

3992. SHRI RABI RAY : Will the
Minister of FOOD AND AGRICUL-
TURE be pleased ito state :

(a) whether his attention has been
drawn to a news-item in the ‘Statesman’
of the 16th February, 1968 published
from Calcutta that West Bengal has so
far procured 1,45,000 tonnes of rice
against its target of 700,000 tonnes and
the procurement rate has dropped from
5.000 tonnes a week to 3,000 tonnes at
present, while open market prices con-
tinued to be too high to attract custo-
mers;

(b) whether Government have probed
into the matter; and

(¢) if so, the reasons therefor ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRI-
CULTURE, COMMUNITY DEVE-
LOPMENT AND COOPERATION
(SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE) : (a)
Yes, Sir.

(b) and (c). The weekly rate of pro-
curement quoted in the Statesman is
not correct. Actual procurement was
much higher though it is a fact that the
quantity procured in February was com-
paratively less. The main reason for
fall in the rate of procurement in Feb-
ruary 1968 was increased political un-
certain and diversion of police to main-
tain law and order leading to less effec-
tiveness in the cordoning of surplus dis-
tricts and statutorily rationed areas and
rise in open market prices. The rate of
procurement a8 improved in the second
half of February.





