585 Written Answeérs

Pilgrims from the Union Territory of
Manipur are given below:

-Year No. of applications submitted

1985 (Information not availdble, If
is belng ascertained and W.I].I
‘bé laid on thé Tdble of the
House).

1886 157

18987 131

(b) The nuriber of pilgrims from
‘the Union Territory of Msnipur who
left for Haj pilgrintage:

No. of Pilgrims

Year

1965 Not available, It is being
ascetained and will be laid on
the Table of the House,

1968 15
1967 69
(c) and (d). Thé informafion is

being obtained and will be laid on the
Table of the House.

Anglo-U.S. Bases in Indian Océdn

416. SHRI R. BARUA: Will the
‘Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether any further négotla-
tions have taken place regarding the
acquisition of islands in the Indian
ocean by UK. for establishing Anglo-
U.S. bases there;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(¢) whether the matter has been
finally settled?

THE PRIME MINISTER, MINISTER
OF ATOMIC ENERGY, MINISTER
OF PLANNING AND MINISTER OF
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (SHRIMATI
INDIRA GANDHI): (a) and (b). The
British Government had acquired four
island groups—Chagos Archipelago in-
cluding Diego Garsla from Mauritius
and other three island groups—
Aldabra, Farquhar and Desroches
from Seychelles. They paid L. 3 mil-
lion ex-gratic to Mauritius for the
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Chagos Archipelago and the three
other islands were acquired from the
local planters.

(¢) The British Government had
given assurances that they did not
intend to use the British Indian Ocean
territory for military bases but only
as a staging post to provide communi-
cition facilities with "the Fir East.
However, in November 1967, the
British Government announced that
they had decided to drop their plans
to go ahead with plan for Aldabra in
the British Indian Ocean territory as

one of the steps to meet post- devalua-
tion stresses,
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