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ZINC SMELTER IN RAJASTHAN

3748. SHRI SRADHAKAR SUPAKAR:
‘Will the Minister of STEEL, MINES AND
METALS be pleased to state ;

(a) whether it is a fact that the Zinc
Smelter in Rajasthan is not working to its
full capacity on account of scarcity of
ores; and

(b) the steps taken to remedy the situa-
tion ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF STEEL, MINES AND
METALS (SHRI P. C. SETHI) : (a) and
(b), No, Sir. The Zinc Smelter is at pre-
sent working at its full capacity and its
requirements of zinc concentrates are being
met from the present production of the
mines as well as from the stock accumu-
lated prior to the commissioning of the
plant. To overcome the difficulty that
may arise when the accumulated stocks
are exhausted in about 6 to 7 months,
steps have been initiated to increase the
production of ore/concentrates from the
mines. Action is also being taken to ex-
plore possibilities of importing zinc con-
centrates from aoroad to the extent ncces-
sary to meet any short-fall,

DURGAPUR STEEL PLANT

3749. SHRI SRADHAKAR SUPAKAR:
Will the Minister of STEEL, MINES AND
METALS be pleased to state :

(a) whether a team of experts from the
United Kingdom visited the Durgapur
‘Steel Plant for working out its expansion
programme; and

(b) when further expansion of the plant
is likely to take place and at what cost ?

THE MINISTER OF STEEL, MINES
AND METALS (DR. CHANNA REDDY):
(a) No, Sir.

(b) At present there is no proposal for
further expansion of Durgapur Steel
Plant.
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