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Shri Jaswant Mehta: There is al-
ready shortage of food in the country
and due to this damage and scarcity
conditions there is a further short-
age. Have the Government thought
over how to get over the food prob-
lem?

Mr. Speaker: It is a wider question.

Shri Dinen Bhattacharya: May I
know whether the damage to crops has
not affected the existing price levels
of cheap grains in these localities?

Mr, Speaker: That would be seen:
that in a matter of opinion.
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Shri A P. Jain: My question is con-
fined to the kharif crops already har-

vested. The estimates are normally
with the Government by this time.
What are the provisional estimates

of the production of Kharif crops in
1963-64?

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: For kharif
crop, especially paddy, it is about 32
miliion tons. For the others I will
give later on.

Shri D. J. Naik: In some parts of
Saurashtra, particularly in Kutch,
there have been scarcity conditions.
What aid have the Centre given to the
Gujarat Government for relieving the
scarcity conditions?

Mr, Speaker: We cannot discuss

particular regions.
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Shrimati Savitri Nigam; May 1
know how long Government will take
to complete the work of re-girdering
and remodelling these roads?

Shri Raj Bahadur: It is expected
that the Railways will undertake re-
girdering of this bridge towards the
middle or the end of next year and it
:I:ill take about 18 months time after

at,

Shrimati Savitri Nigam: Is the hon.
Mirister aware that because of the
delay in re-gridering the railway
bridge, exports from U.P, to other
States as well as traffic are suffering?
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Shri Raj Bahadur: That is in the

rainy season.
Undelivered Mail in Nullah
+
_Shri R. Barua:
Shri Maheswar Naik:
*613,.{ Shri P. C. Borooah:

Shri Onkar Lal Berwa:
Shri Vishwa Nath Pandey:

Will the Minister of Posts and Tele-
graphs be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that more
than 300 postal letters were dumped
into a nullah near Patel Nagar, New
Delhi by a postman of New Delhi;

(b) whether similar cases were also
detected in the past in other parts of
the country;

(c) if so, the action taken in those
cases; and

(d) the preventive measures being
taken against recurrence of such in-
cidents?

The Deputy Minister in the Depart-
ment of Posts and Telegraphs (Shri
Bhagavati): (a) Yes Sir,

(b) A few cases of the nature came
to notice.

(c) Besides taking appropriate dis-
ciplinary action against delinquent
officials, the cases were also reported
to the Police.

(d) Supervision has been tightened
up,

Shri R, Barua: May I know whe-
ther any assessment has been made
regarding the non-delivery and wrong
delivery of such letters in the rural
areas? Particularly by the extra-de-
partmental post offices?

Shri Bhagavati: The postal officials—
the town Inspectors and overseer Post-
men in the cities and twons and Ins-
pectors of Post offices and overseers
in the rural areas—inspect the deli-
veries made by the postmen, and then
again, we also post letters for finding





