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we may expect to have even the
semblance of such a fleet to guard
our oceans?

Mr. Speaker: That is a
thing altogether.
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Shri S. N. Chaturvedi: Is it the
intention of the Government to con-
vey its pleasure or displeasure on
the visit of any foreign fleet that
enters the Indian Ocean even though
it keeps beyond our territorial
waters?

The Minister without Portfolio (Shri
Lal Bahadur Shastri): I may read
out a few sentences of the Prime
Minister’s statement which he made
earlier to clear up the position:

‘“The oceen outside the terri-
torial waters of India is open to the
naval vessels of the United States
as to the naval vessels of any other
country. It would be quite wrong
to suggest that a cruise by a few
naval ships in the Indian Ocean
either threatens our freedom or im-
perils our policy of non-alignment.
To prevent misgivings, however, I
would like to take this occasion to
state emphatically that while we
are glad to take assistance from
friendly countries in our defence
build-up, there is no question of
any foreign ships or foreign air-
craft participating in the actual de-
fence of the country. This defence
will be effected only by the Indian
armed forces and the people of this
country.”
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Will the Prime Minister be pleas-
ed to state:

(a) the progress made in conven-
ing the Conference of non-aligned
nations;

(b) the countries which are going
to be invited; and

(c) whether any precise
has been circulated?

The Deputy Minister in the Min-
istry of External Affairs (Shri Dinesh
Singh): (a) to (c). Government of
India have welcomed the joint com-
munique by President Nasser and
Prime Minister Mrs. Bandaranaike
made on October 13, 1963 in which
they had agreed that another Con-
ference of Non-aligned countries
should be held. Correspondence has
taken place between the Prime Min-
ister and the Heads of some concern-
ed countries regarding various as-
pects of the proposed Conference.
The suggestions and proposals made
in the correspondence are not vet
final and are being considered by all
concerned. It is understood that no
decision has so far been taken
regarding the countries to be invited
to the Conference or its wvrecise
agenda,

agenda
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Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad: May 1
know whether in these private con-
sultations any tentative time has been
fixed for calling such a conference?

Shri Dinesh Singh: No, Sir.

Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad: May 1
know whether in the absence of any
other details, it has been decided as

to in which place the conference will
be held?

Shri Dimesh Singh: No, Sir. The
place and time have not been fixed.

Shri P. R, Chakraverti: May 1
know how this proposed conference
will be different from the other con-
ference which is likely to be sponsor-
ed on the Bandung model?

Shri Dinesh Singh: The Bandung
conference is an Afro-Asian confer-
ence of the countries in th continents
of Africa and Asia, This is a con-
ference of non-aligned countries,
countries which subscribe to the
principle of non-alignment.

Shrimati Savitri Nigam: May I
know the number and names of

countries which are likely to partici-
pate in this conference?

Shri Dinesh Singh: No names have
been fixed. There is a general pro-
posal that the countries which took
part in the Belgrade conference will
decide which are the countries to be
invited.
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Shri Indrajit Gupta: Has Govern-
wment’s attention been drawp to a
despatch from the correspondent of
the Statesman in Colombo to the

FEBRUARY 17, 1964
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effect that there is much resentment
in Ceylon over the fact that Ilndia
sent an emissary, in fact the hon.
Minister himself, to meet only Presi-
dent Nasser in connection with the
preparations for this conference and
not also to meet. Mrs. Bandaranaike
who is a co-sponsor of the conference;
if so, may I know what is the Gov-
ernment’s reaction?

Shri Dinesh Singh: The Govern-
ment of Ceylon do not associate them-
selves with this press report that has
come. They have made it clear that
it is not their point of view. I may,
with your permission, Sir, make it
clear that I did not go either to
Cairo or Belgrade with the purpose
specifically to discuss about this con-
ference. I had gone there on their
invitation and when I was there this
was one of the subjects I discussed
with them.

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: Is it a
fact that the Chinese Government is
trying to move heaven and earth,
rather Asia and Africa, so as to be
able to sneak into this conference; il
so, has the Government made it clear
to all concerned that they will re-
fuse to attend any conference and be
at the same table where China is also
represented?

Shri Dinesh Singh: So far as this
conference is concerned, Prime Min-
ister Chou En-lai had made it quite
clear in Cairo that China is an align-
ed country and therefore there is no
question of their coming to this con-
ference.
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Shri Hem Barua: In view of the
fact that there are different varieties
of non-alignment—positive norn-
alignment and neutral non-alignment,
aligned non-alignment and non-atign-
ed non-alignment and some pseudo-
non-alignment also, may 1 know what
are the varieties that are proposed
to be represented in this confer-
ence?
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Shri Dinesh Simgh: As I mentioned
earlier, there is a general feeling that
the countries which took part in the
Belgrade Conference should attend
this conference and then they can
decide who others should be invited.
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Shri Swell: Has the Government’s
attention been drawn to the report
that the Prime Minister of China,
Mr. Chou En-lai will be in Ceylon on
the 26th of this month and, in view
of this and in view of the fact that
there is a certain amount of resent-
ment on the part of Ceylon, although
the Deputy Minister says that Ceylon
Government does not associate itself
with that resentment, may I know
what steps Government would be
taking to repair any damage in our
relationship with Ceylon?

Shri Dinesh Singh: There has teen
no damage in this respect.
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Will the Prime Minister be pleased
to state:

(a) whether Government have had
under consideration a proposal to in-
troduce certain political reforms in
NEFA; and

(b) if so, the decision since taken
in the matter?

The Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Extermal Affairs (Shri
D. Ering): (a) and (b). The streng-
thening and the development of de-
mocratic institutions in NEFA is
continually under the consideration
of Government. Recently, certain
proposals have been made in this
connection which are still under ex-
amination.

Shri P. R. Chakraverti: In view of
the closest affinity with the people of
Nagaland, may 1 know whether the
Government wants to introduce the
same measures as have been intro-
duced in Nagaland?

Shri D. Ering: There is no propo-
sal like that.

Shri P. R. Chakraverti;: May I krow
whether any step has been taken to
assess the public opinion there
through some elected representatives
of the people?

Shri D. Ering: That is right.

Shri Hem Barua: In view of the
fact that NEFA so long has been pro-
gressively bureaucracy-ridden, may 1
know whether there is any plan be-
fore the Government to constitute
autonomous village councils in order
to decentralise power?

Shri D. Ering: Yes, Sir.

Shri Swell: May I know if the
Government’s attention has been
drawn to the news item which ema-
nated from Delhi on 8th of January
that the Prime Minister had agreed
to appoint a high-powered committee
to study the question of the admin-
istrative-reforms proposal made by
the Member of Parliament from
NEFA? May T know why that com-
mittee has not been appointed as yet?





