
979 Oral Answers FEBRUARY 17, 19M Oral Anawe1's 

8hrl Y. B. Chavaa: There was an-
other inquiry which was about Tezpur. 
Some prosecutions are already going 
on. But this is the latest inquiry 
which was started some time in the 
middle 0; last year. Going into the 
details, it required furthIer detailed in-
quiry. 

Shri Bbapat Jha Azad: Since two 
batches of MPs !have seen the wonder-
ful work done there, may I know whe-
ther this inquiry refers to their be-
haviour during the emergency or does 
it relate to any ernJbezzlement of fundi 
or things like that? 

Sbri Y. B. ChanD: It has ~ 
'10 do with their behaviour during the 
invasion. It was something about their 
normal work. 

Sbri S. N. Chaturvedi: During theM 
investigations, have any arrests been 
made or any action taken against the 
persons involved in the transaction? 

Shri Y. B. ChavaD: In other cases, 
arrests have been made and cases are 
,oing 9n. 

Shrimati Savitri Nigam: Have.any 
ofticers been suspended departmental-
ly? How many officers have been pro-
secuted by the police? 

Shri Y. B. Chavan: I think four 
officers have been suspended, not in 
this case. In this case, investigation is 
still going on. 

Shri Hari Vishnu -Kamath: Is there 
any basis for the widespread popular 
beJief that the name 'Tusker' has been 
changed now to 'Vartak' because for-
merly the word 'Tusker' used to be 
pronounced, rather mispronounced as 
~ ~ which means 'thief or robber' 
in Hindi? What is the reason for the 
change of name from 'Tusker' to 
'Vartak'? 

Shri TyaKi: It is English 'Tusker'. 

Shri Y. B. Chavan: The name was 
changed because there were lots of 
suggestions made even on the floor of 
the House tlhat it should be changed. 
That was why it was changed. 

Shri Karl Visb.ma S-tla: Whea 
was that? 

Shrl p. Venkatasv.hba.iah: In view 
of the fact that there Ihas -been 8III1e 
bad impression created regarding the 
working of the Tusker project in the 
border areas, would Government con-
sider the desirability Of reorganising 
the whole thing and keeping their 
eftIcient engineers there to carry on 
the work expeditiously? 

Sbri Y. B. Chavan: I think the 
work is being done very eJqIeditiously. 
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The Minister of Defence ProductioD 
in the Ministry of Defence (Shrl 
Raghuramaiah): (a) and (b). Having 
regard to the size of the Proj ect and 
the technical problems involved, satis-
factory progress has heeq made in 
setting up manufacturing tacilities for 
MIG aircraft in India. 

(c) No, Sir. 

(d) Does not arise. 
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Shri Ral"huramaiah: There have 
been no such talks with any other 
country. But I may mention that in 
HAL we have 'been developing the HF 
24 which is also a supersonic fighter, 
and Mark I series of it powered by 
the Orpheus engine is undergoing 
various "tests including armament 
tests. We hope that soon it may be 
possible to let it go into squadron aef-
vice. 
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Shri Raghuramaiah: This is a com-

plicated project in the sense that not 
only the airframe and the engine 
manufacture are involved but also the' 
missile part of it. One of the project 
reports is still due to come. So it 
would b" very difficult to anticipate 

,any particular date by which it will 
be possible to have the whole com-
plex ready. 

Shri Rella: At one stage, we were 
told that this would be manufactured 
at two places,' Koraput and Nasik. 
Now we understand that more places 
are also taken up for manufacture. 
What are the various places and what 
are the various parts to be manufac-
tured there? 

Shri Raghuramaiah: Actually. one 
more place has been selected, and that 
is Hyderabad for the electronic parts 
of the guided' missile. Koraput is fOf 
manufacturing the engine and Nasik 
for the airframe. 

I might mention for the information 
of the House that it is not unusual in 
aircraft manufacture that engines ·are 
manufactured at one place and air-
frame at another. 
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Shri Raghuramaiah: That is about 

arms and ammunition: this is about 
MIG supersonic aircraft. 

Shri Nath Pai: Is it a fact that in 
spite of all the hopes, expectations and 
the publicity that were raised with re-
gard to the production of MIG, the 
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truth of the matter was that no pro-
gress whatsoever was made in finali-
sing the blueprints and now it is 
realised that the kind of blue-
prints, wherever availabl<>, were 
far from adequate to meet 
-the needs of India's defences and if 
so, what has been the response of the 
Soviet Government to the changed 
proposals made by our Government? 

Shri Raghuramaiah: I am afraid the 
information is entirely wrong .... 
(Interruptions). The project reports 
have been duly made and they are 
under examination. We are progress-
ing. 

Shri Hari VlsImu Kamath: But they 
have been lardy. 

Shri Nath Pal: Am I to understand 
·that the progress is going according 
to the schedule which the Defence 
l4inister gave to the House about the 
actual production? He has given no 
reply to that part. 

Shri Raghuramaiah: Civil works in 
Nasik factory have commenced. For 
the engine factory at Koraput, the pro-
ject report is rather a complicated 
affair because it includes RD9F engine; 
the project report is being re-examined 
technically. One of the project re-
ports has come ,very recently I am not 
.aware of any avoidable delay in this. 

Shri p. K. Deo: As such a long time 
is taken in the production Of these 
planes, may We be assured that these 
planes would not be obsOlete by the 
time they go into production? 

Shri Raghuramaiah: Obsolescence 
is a theory which could apply to any 
plane anywhere but OUr endeavour 
-would be as we go on manufacturing, 
to incorporate in it such modifications 
as might be ne e ~ and are within 
-our technical know-how. 

Shri Joachim Alva: The bon. Min-
ister said that no talks were conducted 

-with the others. May I know whether 

any offers were received from any 
country of the west, especially United 
States or France for manufacturing 
supersonic aircraft here? 

Shri Raghuramaiah: Since the 
MIG deal? No, Sir. 

Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad: In view of 
the repeated assurances of the United 
States Government to strengthen our 
defence preparations including the 
Air Force, may I know whether any 
request has been made by our Gov-
ernment to help us in the manufacture 
of supersonic aircraft? 

Shri Raghuramaiah: We have not 
made any request for collaboration in 
our manufacture programme. 
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Shri Raghuramaiah: The agreement 
provides and gives consent to our pro-
duction according to the schedule. 

u.s. Seventh Naval Fleet in IIldiaD 
Ocean 
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