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Shri Subodh HIUI!Ida: Rated capa-
city is something and the target is 
something else. 

Shri S. C. Samaata: May I know 
whether in these agreements made 
with the collaborators of Durgapur 
and Bhilai plants there was any men-
tion of the terms when these plants 
wiU be expanded? 

Shri C. Subramanjam: No, Sir; 
these are in anticipation of the Fourth 
Plan expansion programme: . Because 
we are short of pig iron we thought 
that we could set up these blast fur-
nace3 in advance so that for two or 
three yearS we may get the advantage 
of the production of pig iron from 
these bla!#! furnaces. 
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Shri Morarka: May I know what 
would be the capacity of this blast 
furnace per day and also whether it 
has come 10 the notice of the Govern-
ment that in America they now con-
sider a blast furnace with a capacity 
of 3000 to 4000 tons per day as more 
economic one and that is the type of 
blast furnace that are put up in the 
new plants? 

Shrl C. Subramanlam: It depends 
upon the development of technology 
in each country. No doubt the 
sizes of the blast furnaces are in-
creasing from year to year. We are 
also trying to keep pace with the de-
velopment of technology as far as 
possible. 

8hrl P. R. Chakravertl: May I 
know whether the Government has 
worked out the iotal investment which 
will be made here and, if 80, what will 
be the amount? . 

Shri C. Subramanlam: Each blast 
furnace may cost about Rs. 6 10 7 
crores. 

Shri S. M. Banerjee: According to 
the statement of the hon. Minister, i:i 
is quite clear that there is a shortage 
of pig iron for which additional blast 
furnaces are being set up. I would 
like to know whether 'this shortage is 
likely to be met by importing pig 
iron from foreign countries and, if so, 
which countries? 

Shri C. Subramsnjam: Yes, Sir. 
We are trying to import pig iron from 
Russia. 

Shri Ravindra Varma: May I know 
what will be the daily output capa-
city of each of the blast furnaces? 

Shri C. Subramaniam: They would 
be producing round about 300,000 
tons per year. 

Khetri Copper Project 

+ 
• 4. Shri Harish Chandra Mathur: 
99 J Shri R. S. Pandey: 

Will the Minister of Steel, Mines 
aDd Heavy Engineering be pleased to 
state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that Khetri 
Copper Project is almost in' a stale-
mate; 

(b) the original schedule year by 
year and the progress made; 

\ 
(c) the amounts spent so far and 

the provision made now; and 
(d) the position regarding foreign 

exchange requirements? 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Steel, Mines aU. Heavy 
Engineering (8bri Thimmalah): (a) 
No, Sir. Construction work is in pro-
gress. 

(b) The project was originally 
scheduled to be completed by the 
middle of 1965. A statement giving 
the progress made is laid on the Table 
of the House.[Placed in" Library. See 
No. LT-2680/641. 
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(c) Expenditure incurred till the end 
of February, 1964 is &S. 93.64 lakhs. 
Revised budget provision for 1963-64 
is Rs. 70.00 lakhs. Bud&et provision 
for 1964-65 is for a sum of Rs. 90.00 
lakhs. 

(d) Efforts are being made to obtain 
a foreign credit for meeting the 
foreign exchange requirements. 

Shri Barish Chandra Mathur: The 
hon. Finance Minister stated yesterday 
that this project has run into some 
technical trouble and, therefore, there 
is delay. While there is no such men-
tion in the statement, I find the hon. 
Minister says that they have not been 
able to locate funds and, therefore, 
there is the delay. Will he kindly 
expla1n this position and disparity 
between the two statements? How 
is it you have not been able to find 
funds for Rajasthan when you find 
Rs. 500 crores for various other 
States? 

The MiBister of Steel, Mines and 
Heavy Engineering (Shri C. Subra-
maniam): It is not on the basis of 
States that the priorities are laid 
down. It is with reference to pro-
jects. I do agree that this is also a 
priority project. (Interruption 1. . 
very well understand the indignation 
exhibited by the hon. Member today 
as well as yesterday because he feels 
Rajasthan is neglected. It is the same 
attitude which every Member from 
every State takes. As far as this pro-
ject is concerned, I would say that 
there is a technical problem also in-
volved -because as to what proce3s 
should be used for the purpose of 
smelting the copper is in dispute. That 
is being tackled now and I hope to 
take a decision soon with regard to 
the process to be adopted. But apart 
from that, We have to find the foreign 
exchange for this purpose. They have 
located the sources from which for-
eign exchange can be obtained. 

Shri Barish Chandra Mathur: They 
say the main difficulty is that they 
ha~e nof been able to locate funds. 
This is the first question that I wanted 

him to answer. It is not that every IMember asks about his own State. 1 
.·have never been asking about Ill¥ 
- particular State. {Interruption}. 

Mr. Speaker: Order, order. The 
question is to be put to the Speaker, 
not to the Minister. 

-Shri Barish Chaadra Mathur: 1 am 
putting this question for the Minister 
to answer. How is it that, when 
they could find Rs. 500 crores for 
projects in various States and when 
this project is a priority project, they 
have not been able to locate funds for 
this particular project? That was the 
question 1 asked. 1 want the answer 
to that. 

Shri C. Subramaniam : May 1 sug-
gest to the hon. Member that this 
question may be put to the Finan.ce 
Minister and the Planning CommIS-
sion who allocate resources for these 
various projects? 

Shri Barish Chandra Mathur: May 
I know whether the hon. Minister is 
in touch with the Planning Commis-
sion and the Finance Minister and does 
he know that the Finance Minister 
stated on the floor of the House yester-
day that there is no difficulty about 
the finances? May I know what was 
the reaction of the Finance Minister 
and the Planning Commission when 
he approached them? 

Shri C. Subramaniam: They have 
promised to do their best to locate 
the credit sources for this purpose. 
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Shri C. Subramaniam: The copper 
content is one per cent, which is con-
siderably low. But, still, we are ad-
vised that this also could be exploit-
ed. 

Shri Kashi Ram Gupta: The ques-
tion is by what time Government will 
now be able to complete it, beyond 
1965. 

Shri Thimmaiah: The provisional 
date for completion is by the middle 
of 1966. 
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Shri C. Subramaniam: We are try-
ing to get the credit from Canada 
from where the equipment can be im-
ported. If that is not feasible, we 
may be able to get it from America 
also; that is also being tried. 
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Shri Sham Lal Sarar: May I know 
the maximum turn-out of copper 
when this factory will go inte.. produc-
tion, and what part of our require-
ments will be met by the products 
from this factory? 

Shri C. Subramanlam: This will 
produce round about 20,000 tons. 

Shri Morarka: May I know whether 
it is not a fact that the work on this 
project started almost t.hree years 
ago, and still the required foreign ex-
change for this project has not been 
arranged, and it so, may I wo know 

how (}{)vernment expect to complete 
this project within the scheduled 
time? 

Mr. Speaker: The hen. Member ill 
entering into an argument. 

Shri C. Subramaulam: I do not 
think that it will be completed by 
the scheduled time, which is the mid-
dle of 1965. It will take another year 
more. 

Shri lnilrajlt Gupta: May I know 
whether it is a fact that t11e original 
consultants for this project have been 
changed and how mUch hlle to be 
spent on consultancy fees? 

Shri C. Subramaniam: They have 
not yet been changed, but I would 
not be surprised if we have to 
change them. 

Shri ID.drajit Gupta: How much has 
been set aside for consul taney fees in 
regard to this project? 

Shri C. Subramaniam: I am sorry 
I do not have the exact figure with 
regard to the consultancy fees. 
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Shri C. Subramaniam: I do agree 
that the progress made is only 23.7 
metres as against 762 metres to be 
completed. We are trying to find out 
whether it will be possible to utilise 
the indigenous concerns for the pur-
pose of putting up this shaft about 
which I mentioned yesterday in the 
course of my reply to the debate on 
the Demands for Grants relati·ng to 
my Ministry. My own impression is 
that the Kolar Gold Fields organisa-
tion will be able to take up this pro-
1!"BDIme. 




