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(c) and (d). Official delegations are 
sent abroad only for specific purposes 
after their utility or purpose has been 
fully justified. 

N.nc. CoNTINGENT FROM ANDAMAN 
IN REPUBLIC DAY FUNCTIONS 

3075. SHRI K. R. GANESH: Will 
the Minister of DEFENCE be pleased 
to state : 

(a) whether the N.C.C. contingent 
from the Andaman and Nicobar Islands 
participated in the Republic Day func-
tions in 1968; and 

(b) if not, the reasons therefor? 

TIlE DEPUTY MINISTER IN TIlE 
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE (SHRI 
M. R. KRISHNA): (a) and (b). 
NCC cadets from Andaman and Nico-
bar Islands and West Bengal area arc 
required to camp in Calcutta for some 
time for training and selection before 
being brought to Delhi for participation 
in the Republic Day Parade. Cadets 
from these Islands where, at present, 
only NCC Junior Division exists, were 
not brought to Calcutta for inclusion in 
this year's Republic Day Parade contin-
gent due to the situation in Calcutta at 
that time. 
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READING OF NEWSPAPERS BY THE 
TRoops 

3078. SHRI MURASOLI MARAN: 
Will the Minister of DEFENCE be 
pleased to state : 

(a) whether Headquarten;, Poona 
Sub-area, by a communique has advised 
the elimination and discouragement of 
reading of any newspaper by the troops; 

(b) whether any other Headquarters 
or army offices have followed suit; and' 

(c) the reasons for the above direc-
tive? 

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE 
(SHRI SWARAN SINGH) : (a) and: 
(c). Yes, the reading by troops of ~ 
paper propagating regional and ~­
national feelings was sought to be dis-
couraged. 

(b) No. 




