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Shri P. C. Sethi: It is being asses-
sed; after it goes into production, we 
will 'have castings and forgings to the 
tune of 55000 tons grey iron castings, 
14000 tons of steel castings and 16000 
tons of steel forgings. 

Shrimau Savitrl Nigam: The other 
part of my question-whether any 
survey has been made regarding our 
requirements and what percentage 
will be met after full production-has 
not been answered. 

The Minister of Steel, Mines and 
Heavy Engineering (Shri C. Subra-
maniam) : A survey has been made: 
because there is a gap we are pro-
posing to set up the second foundry 
forge plant. 

Shrimati 8avitl'i Nigam: What is 
the gap? 

Mr. Speaker: The difficulty is that 
hon. Members mix up two, three 
questions at a time. 

Sbri C. Subramaniam: The gap was 
mentioned by the Deputy Minister. 

Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad: May I 
know whether it is possible to have 
production at the very start and 
whether it will be able to meet the 
gap'? 

Shrl C. Subramaniam: The second 
foundry forge is intended to cover the 
entire gap. 

Shri warior: May I know whether 
this is with foreign collaboration and, 
if so, with whose collaboration? 

Shri C. Subramaniam: We may 
have to get some foreign collabora-
tion, but it is not yet decided. 

Shri Dinen Bhattacharya: Is the 
Government aware fuat small foun-
dries in and around Calcutta are 
suffering for want of raw materials 
and are going without work? 

Shri C. Subramaniam: That hu 
nothing to do with the main question. 

Production 01 Vacuum Flask 

+ r Shri Subodh 1IanBda: 
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Will the Minister of Industry be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether the production of 
vacuum flask is adequate to meet the 
needs of the country; and 

(b) if not, the steps taken by Gov-
ernment to increase the production or 
indigenous lI.asks'l 

The Minister of IntemaUonaI TracIe 
(Shri Manullbal Shah): (a) Yes, SJr. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Shrl Subodh Bansda: What is the 
amount of foreign exchange involved! 

Shri Manubhai Shah: No imports 
are allowed. 180,000 dozens are manu-
factured per year in this country. 

Shri Subodh 1IaDsda: Is it a fact 
that the flasks manufactured in our 
country are not up to the standard? 

Shri Manubhai Shah: They are up 
to the standard. They are a bit expen-
sive and their costs haVe to be brought 
down. Actually we have started ex-
porting. 
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Shri Kapur Singh: May I know 
whet'her the Government think that 
vacuum flask is the common man's 
necessity or an article of luxury and, 
if the later, are they considering 
allocating it to the private sector! 
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Shri ManIIbhai Sbah: It is a com-
mon man's thermOs flask and that is 
why we are trying to increase pro-
duction and reduce costs so that it can 
circulate among the middle-class. 

Dr. Sarojiai MahIshi: Which coun-
tries import from us and What 
Is the exchange earned? 

8brl MaDubhai Sbah: Iran, Iraq, 
Yugoslavia-to a small extent Japan 
also. The exchange earned is about 
150,000. 

Sbrl Hari Vishnu Kamath: Has the 
manufacture of vacuum flasks by 
some ordnance factories which pre-
vailed during the period before the 
Chinese invasion been well and truly 
discontinued Or are they still manu-
facturing them?-Slr, he does not 
answer it; it cannot also be ruled out 
of order. 

Mr. Speaker: He thinks the hon. 
Member is not serious. 

Shri Manabhai Shah: The hon. 
Member is mixing it up with coffee 
pereola tors. 

Shrl Harl VlshDa Kamath: Not at 
all; both used to be manufactured. 

Shrl Manubhai Shah: No regular 
production was undertaken. 

Shri Sham Lal Saral: Are Govern-
ment aware that the inner lining of 
our flasks is not strong as compared 
to that of the imported ones"! 

Shri Manubhal Shah: That is true; 
the inner lining is therefore still im-
ported. It is highly rarified glass 
which We have not been able to pro-
duce in the country. 
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llbit lII. L. DWlYfJdl 
Will the IIlniater of !Keel, IIJaeI 

and Heavy EDgiDeeriDC be pleased to 
state: 

(a) whether it has been decided to 
put up small furnaces for pig iron in 
each public sector steel plant; 

(b) if so, whether the project 
reports are prepared for these fur-
naces; and 

(c) what would be the capacity of 
these furnacea and when these pro-
jects are expected to come into being? 

The Deputy MinIster in the MiDIs-
try of Steel. Mines and Heavy Enct-
neering (Shrl P. C. Sethi): (a) No, 
Sir. 

(b) and (c). The feasibility reports 
on setting up small fUrnaces at 
Rourkela, Durgapur and Bhilai Plants 
revealed that it would not be desir-
able to set up such plants at t'he 
Rourkela or the Durgapur Plant. The 
question of setting up a small fur-
nace of 150 tonnes per day capacity 
at the Bhilai Steel Plant is being 
further examined. A decision in this 
regard is expected to be taken short-
ly. 

Shri B. K. Das: May I know 
whether a project report has been 
prepared about the small furnaces in 
any foreign country or in our country? 

8hri C. Subramaniam: It has been 
prepared in our country and it is our 
intention to put up small plants at 
Bhilai. 

Shri B. K. Das: What is the cost of 
such a furnace? 

Shri C. Subramaniam: The capital 
COIIt will be round about Rs. 400 per 
ton. 

Shri Subedh Hansda: In view of 
the shortage of foundry pig iron in 
our country, is it a fact that a number 
of small units have not been able to 
fulfil the assurance during the Third 
Plan period? 

Shri P. C. Sethi: There, is no doubt, 
short .. e ot pig iron and we ara try-
Ing to make up. 




