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Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad: May I 
know whether the conclusions arrived 
at in the survey some years before 
have been supported by statistics 
made available to Government during 
the mid-term appraisal of the Plan? 

Shri Iawaharlal Nehru: I cannot 
understand this. The survey was 
started to provide statistics. 

Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad: That thl' 
condition of the middle-class has 
been worsening-is it not supported 
by the statistics available in the mid
term appraisal? 

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: When the 
reports arc ready we will give a 
definite answer. 

Shrl Prabhat Kar: May know 
whether the survey includes enquiries 
in the rural and urban sectors gnd 
also unemployment and under-em
ployment of the middle-class? 

Shrlmati Lakshmi Menon: The 
survey covers 45 cities and deals 
only with the middle-class. Middle
class is defined as people living 
class mainly on incomes or non
manual employment. 36,000 sample 
families have been investigated. Some 
reports deal with living conditions, 
schedule A with family budget and B 
with conditions of working and liv
ing. Five tables have been received 
in respect of schedule A, and one 
other. table was received in May 
11163. 

8hri D. N. TiwarY: Out of 45 cities, 
how many were in Bihar and what 
did they reveal? 

8hrimati Lakshmi Me .. on: Three 
lIiStrict towns in Bihar were taken
Patna, Ranchi and Muzaffarpur. 

Use of Harmonium on All India Radio 

+ r Shri Bade: 
I Shri R. G. Dnbey: 
I Shri Onkar Lal Berwa: 

*581. ~ Shri Naraslmha Reddy: 
I Shri Gokaran Prasad: l Shri Kachhavaiya: 

Shri S. M. Banerjee: 

Will the Minister of Information 
_d Broadcasting be pleased to stat'!!: 

Ca) whether the Central Advisol'~' 

Board for Music and the Music Audi
tion Board have decided to keep the 
harmonium away from the All lndi-a 
Radio; and 

(b) if so, the reasons therefor? 

The Deputy Minister in 'the Minis
try of Information and Broadcasth.,: 
(Shri .sham Nath): (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) The following main considera
tions· determined this decision: 

(i) The scale of the harmonium i~ 
not a natural one but is a 
tempered one i.e. the whol!" 
gamut hoas been divided al'ti
ficially. The micro-tones which 
are an essential part of Indian 
MUSic cannot be brought out 
on this instrument at all; 

(ii). Only cut or straight notes 
can be produced on this ins
trument. Curves and slurs are 
impossible Of production 
whereas it is such embellish
ments that bring out the rC'3l 
beauty and individuality of 
our mwic; 

(iii) It is very difficult to keep the 
harmonium in perfect tune 
constantly; 

(ix) It is a noisy instrument and 
drowns the vioce of the 
singer; 

(v) Though it is a Western inven
tion, it finds no place in any 
Western orchestra or even in 
a Western theature; 

(vi) Music Academies, musicolo
gists and many knowledge
able persons having expressed 
themselves strongly agai·nst 
the USe of the harmOnium in 
Indian Music. 
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Shri Nath Pal: May I know to whilt 
extent tJhe deep-seated and well
known prejudice of the Prime MiD
ister against the harmonium hal in-
fluenced the decision of the Ministry, 
in spite ot the fact that millioll8 ot 
whom he calls laymen love the 
harmonium and there is a very strouc 
ac:hool of musicians who think !,hat 
the harmonium is a good and popular 
instrument? 

Mr. Speaker: He cannot argue. 

Shri Satya Narayan Sinha: 1 call 
tell the hon. Member that the Prime 
Minister's opinion had nothing to do 
with it. I do not even know whether 
tJhe Prime Minister was for or aplnat 
it. 

Shri Hari Vlah.D.u Kamath: He is 
seated very close to him. 

Shri Saty. Nara:raa Sinha: Dul, as 
I said, for the last 23 years, it had 
been. banned. I had aIlIO cited the 
opinion of the late Rabindranatb 
Tagore. 
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8IlrJ Prabbat Kar: It the decision 
bad been taken 23 years ago, may I 
know what was the necessity again 
for ccmsiciering th.iJ; matter at this 
sttagre? Was there any representa· 
UOD by any musician about it? (In-
terruption) . 

Mr. Speaker: Why should there be 
.!IO mlld:t of noise? 

·SUi Satya Nanya. Slnba: I cOUld 
not. follow the question. Will the 
hon. Member kindly repeat it? 

Mr. Speaker: His question was, 
"","here was thc necessity for raising 
it again now. 

SIIri Satya Narayan SiIIha: 1 do 
not know. During the period of my 
predecessor, somebody, when he 
went to Bombay, broached this ques· 
tion to him. He said, "let us examine 
it." Therefore, thi~ matter came up 
before us. 

8hrJ Kapll1' SiDgb: The hon. Min-
ister Ih.as informed the Hoyse that the 
naa-monium has been banned from the 
precincts of the Am because it is 
considered musicologically inappro
priate tor rendition of the tonal 
frequencies of Shastraic music, but 
far non-classical music, with which 
also 1Jhe Am is concerned, may I 
know whether there are any peculiar 
relli!lOllS tor banning the harmonium 
for the popular music? 

Mr. Speaker: All these reasons 
have been read out; not only one but 
there were lleveral reasons mention
ed. 

Shri Kapur SiDgb: Do they consider 
that the harmonium is inappropriate 
for the rendition of non-classical 
Indian music also? That is the ques
tion which I want to be answered. 

ShrJ Satya Narayaa SlDba: An these 
aspects were taken into consideration. 
I am a layman. But all the experts 
were there. They all sat together 
and discussed it. (InteTTUption). 

Mr. Speaker: Order, order. lie 
says he does not know it. Shri Ansat· 
Harvani. 

Sbri ADsar &arvan1: Sometime 
back the All India Radio had banned 
film music, but as a result or strong 
public opinion film music had got to 
be introduced. So, is the Minister 
aware that the film recards which are 
played by All India Radio contaiJi 
harmonium music also? 

Mr. Speaker: Arguments are beine 
entered into. Shri Cha.turvedi. 

Sbrl S. N. Cbatarvecli: May I knaw, 
why a total ban has been placed on 
·this instrument and why has it not 
been left to the discretion of the 
musician to have the accompaniment 
that he likes for his performance? 

Mr. Speaker: He has already givell 
the answer. 
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BCIDtItI COllUDl8llOll 

~ J Shri Yaspsl SiDlb: 
.511 Shri S. M. BaDerjee: ·1 Shri SarJoo PaDdey: 

8bri D. c. Sharma: 

Will the Minister of LabOlar aM 
Emplo~t be pleased to refer to 




