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. Shri Eanungo:
been set 'up with stocks obtained from
Malaya and other countries which are
high-yielding stocks.

Shri Spbodh Hansda: The Minister
hag stated that suitable areas will be
found for new plantations. May I
know the areag which have been select-
ed, other than Kerala, Andaman and
Nicobar Islands?

Shri Kapungo: So far, plantation
has been confined to Kerala only and
a little bit in Mysore, possibly. Now,
certain areas in Maharashtra and
Andamans are found suitable and the
Governments of those States have
shown interest.

Shri Warior: What are the steps
taken by Government to gafeguard
new plantations from pests and insects
and other damages? Are the Govern-
ment undertaking measures to supply
them with insecticides and pesticides?

Shri Kanungo: The Board provides
plant protection measures, iacluding
spraying by aeroplanes.

Shri Vasudevan Nair: What was the
amount set apart during the Third
Plan for grant of loans for replanting
and how much has already been spent?
May I know whether the Ministry
hopes to spend the whole amount dur-
ing the Plan period?

Shri Kanungo: 1 have not got the
full figures. From memory I can suy
that in the first two yearg the off-take
was a little lower because the rates
were lower. I think so far nearly
Rs, 1 crore have been advanced.

Shri Kappen: Which are ‘he agen-
cleg which are supplying the planting
materials?

Shrl Kanungo: The planiing mate-
tlals are supplied by private nurseries
and nurseries of the Rubber Board.
The original plants were obtained
from Malaya.

Shri Koya: May I know whether
any subsidy is given for replanting?

&

Yes, nurseries have
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Shri Kapugno: Yes, the subsidy
was raised from Rs. 400 per acre to
Rs. 1,000 per acre:
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Shri Vishram Prasad: The hon.
Minister has stated just apw that we
will not be reaching self-sufiiciency in
the near future. May I know the
reasons?

Shri Kanungo: The demand for
rubber is growing so fast that natu-
ral rubber can never satisfy tihe
demand,

Production of Ceal

wgpy, J Shri D, o, Sharma;
Shri Surendra Pal Singh:

Wil) the Minister of Steel, Mines and
Heavy Engineering he pleased to state:

(a) the steps taken to implement
the recommendations made by a UK.
Coal Board member who rocently
visited India, to increage the produc-
tion of coal; and

(b) the salient features thereof?

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Steel, Mines and Heavy Engi~
neering (Shri P, C. Sethl): (a) and (b).
The reference presumably is to
the visit of Lord Robens, who is Chair-
man of the National Coal Board, U.X,,
and who was here in last October.
The discussions with him did not cen-
tre round the general problem of in-
creasing the production of coal. Mis
emphasis mostly was on the impor~
tance of an adequate training pro-
gramme for technicians, both for oper-
ating mining machinery and for their



Jnaintenance,
i necessafy help in’ drawmg up
“‘and’ implementing guch a programme.
‘Further action to draw up such a
; trammg programme is being tsken
" ’both by the National Coal Develop-
“‘ment ‘Corporation and the private sec-
Aor,

“8hri D. C, Sharma: May I know if

-any committee has been set up consist- “
_.ing of the members of the National

LCoal Development Corporation and the
Jprivate gector people to draw up a
“plan and, if so, at what stage that
““plan is?

! The Minister of Steel, Mines and
““Heavy Engineering (Shri C. Subra-
amaniam): No committee has been
-formed., We have asked the private
gector to submit proposals with ragard
. to the training programme and the
Nzational Coal Development Corpo-
_ration is also drawing up a programme
~of training,

Shri D. C. Sharma: In what respect
or in what aspects did Lord Robens
fing our training programme deficient
and, short of this commiiiee meeting,
will anything be done to make good
the deficiency?

" Shri C. Subramaniam: Hereafter
-mainly the mining will have to be
i .deep mining involving a good deal of
mechanisation. To that extent we will
‘ave to train technicians and verious
other persons for the purpose of ope-
rating anq maintaining them, It is
with reference to that that he indicat-
“ed that we should have a large train-

ing programme.
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He -also offered: to ren-
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Shri C. Subramaniam- No~ discus- ‘
sion with regard to this was 2ad when
Lord Robens visited India. = -

Shrimati Savitri Nigam: May ¥
know if any information, suggestion or
guidance was sought from the expert
who came from the UK. regarding the
utilisation of low-grade coal?

Shri C, Subramaniam: No, Sir. As
I have already indicated the discus-
sion mainly centred round the train-
ing of technicians.

Banana Powder Plant
eqp3 S Shrimati Sawtri Niganr:
1 Shri Maheswar Naik:

Will the Minister of Industry be
pleased to state:

(a) whether a banana powder plant
is going to be set up in Gujarat;

(b) if so, the capacity of the propos-
ed plant; and

(¢) the impact it is likely to have
on the supply of fresh fruits?

The Minister of Industry (Shrl
Kanungo): (a), M|s. The Kaira Dist-
trict Cooperative Milk Producers

Union Ltd, Anand, have a proposal
to manufacture banana milk powder
in their existing industrial undertak-
ing at Anand.

(b) The capacity of the proposed
plant would be 1,000 tonnes per an-
num of banana milk powder.

(c) In view of the abundance of
banama production in the Gujarat
State, where it ig proposed to manu-
fucture banana milk powder, there
will be no impact on the supply of
fresh fruits.

Shrimati Savitri Nigam: May I know
whether banana milk has got sufficient
nutritive value so as to justify this
factory’s production?

Shri Kanungo: Yes, Sir. This has
got the ‘nutrition - of both milk * and





