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" Shri RaJ Bahadur: No such ugges-
tion has been made. In fact, certam 
press reports appeared, but they es-
sentially concentrated attention of t:1e 
readers on the need for increase of 
tolls and levies for the maintenance 
of navigational facilities, like conser-
vancy and other facilities, on the East 
Pakistan river system. 

Shri Basumatari: In view of the 
unholy and unfriendly attitude of 
Pakistan-they might create difficul-
ties in river navigation-may I know 
what precautionary measure has been 
taken by Government for tranship-
ment from Jogighopa to other pal ts 
of Assam? 

Shri Raj Bahadur: We are trying to 
re-organise the road transport. In 
this connection we have also set up a 
Government road transport organisa-
tion for transport of goods from Cal-
cutta to Assam and we hope that 
in any time of stress or strain or 
emergency we might fall back upon 
these two systems, that is, rail and 
road transport. 
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Shri D. C. Sharma: What is the 
total value of the inter-State trade 
which passes through the rivers of 
Pakistan? 

Shri Raj Bahadur: I cannot exactly 
give the value, but it is a fact that 
about 60 per cent of our goods are 
carried from Assam to Bengal and 
from Bengal to Assam by the river 
services. 

Shri Kapur Singh: May I know 
whether there are any indicatiolU 
available of any Pakistani intentions 
to make such commerce uneconomi-
cal for India; if so, what do the Gov-
ernment propose to do about it? 

Shri Raj Bahadur: No such signs 
are there. As a matter of fact, even 
the press reports have clearly indi-
cated that there is no suggestion of 
any discrimination in regard to the 
imposition of these tolls and '~vies 
between their own steamers and the 
steamers of foreign countries, namely. 
India. 

Shrl P. C. Borooah: Since when Is 
the Government transport company 
functioning and what is the strength 
of its fleet plying on the route? 

Shri RaJ Bahadur: It is an old 
service. I cannot exactly live the 
date. 
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[(a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) The buffer stock is proposed tB 
be built partly out of imports and 
partly from internal procurement. In 
the next few years, rice is likely to be 
imported from U.S.A., U.A.R., Burma 
and other South East Asian countries 
where prices may be favourable and 
the quality acceptable. The prices at 
which rice will be actually impo,·ted 
will have to be negotiated at the time 
the purchase contract is entered into. 
Internal procurement will be mad" <.t 
the procurement ;lrices for different 
varieties of rice fixed from time t:> 
time. 

(c) A statement ,howing the incen-
tives being given to Indian farmers for 
increasing the pr:.duction of rice is 
laid on the table of the Sabha. 

STATEMENT 

(1) Subsidies are already available 
on agricultural implements and ;>h05-
phatic fertilizers. Prices of Calcium 
Ammonium Nitrate has also recently 
been reduced. The subsidy for plant 
protection measures has been incren~­
ed from 25 per cent to 50 per cent for 
areas coverd by the intensive rice 
cultivation programme; 

(2) The State Governments have 
been asked to grant a subsidY of 25 per 
cent to Panehayats and individual cui. 
tivators for purchase of nec,!'ssary im-
plements for rice cultivation; 
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(3) Minimum support prices for rice 
have been fixed in areas where Gov-
ernment procurement is not in opera-
tion. In areas where Government pro-
curement is in operation, procurement 
prices have been fixed which act as 
support prices. Purchases of rice at 
these prices ensure a reasonable re-
turn to the cultivator for his produce.] 
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Shri A. M. Thomas: So far we ha ve 
exported only 5000 tons of basamati 
rice. 
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Shri A. M. Thomas: It is true that 
there is a lot of difference between 

the procurement ~ice and the open 
market price. But we are having 
only about 25 per cent levy so that as 
far as 75 per cent is concerned, it is 
sold at the market rate. This year, 
in Madhya Pradesh the produ~tion 

was much below expectation·-there 
was a drop to the extent of :1 TIlil:ion 
tons . 
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Shri A. M. Thomas: In early 1960 
we wanted to build up a buffcr stock 
of 5 million tons-4 million ton,; of 
wheat and 1 million tons of rice. Re-
cently we have raised that target and 
now it is 4 million tons of wheat and 
2 million tons of, rice. With regard 
to the storage space available, the 
position, was not quite satisfactory a 
few years back. Now the position is 
satisfactory. We have got our own 
storages constructed to the exter.t of 
2 million tons and we have hired ae-
commodation to the extent of 1 mil-
lion tons so that there will not be 
any difficulty with regard to storage 
when we are in a position to build up 
a buffer stock. 

Shri S. M. Banerjee: From the 
statement of the han .Minister, it ap-
pears that pll\'tly from the imported 
rice and partly from our country's 
rice this buffer stock wiJI be bu ill. 
I want to know whether this will not 
be done at the COSt of our internal 
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consumption and the quotas rt'leased 
to various State Governments. 

Shri A. M. Thomas: The internal 
procurement will depend upon the 
internal production. For e~ample, 

this year, with all our eff.~rts, we 
were in a position to procure only 
about 6 to 7 lakh tons because {>~ t.'1e 
shortage of production even in sur-
plus areas of Madhya Pradesh and 
also in Punjab. In fact, we :,ad tried 
to procure a much large quantity, but 
that was not possible. So, if we are 
to only procure internally thE're is a 
limit about the quantity that ca'} be 
procured. We have to import [rom 
foreign countries also and that will 
depend upon. . . . 

Mr. Speaker: The question onlY 
was whether this will not affect our 
internal consumption. 

Shri S. K. PatU: There is evident-
ly a mistake. What is procure.i for 
the internal comumption is n0t a 
buffer stock. The hon. Member! 
sometimes confuse buffer stock with 
what We regularly need. Buffer stook 
is something over and above that and, 
therefore, that position can only come 
when we are surplus in rice. 

Shri S. M. Banerjee: My question 
has not been understood propecly. I 
am clarify it. I am not confused at 
all. I only want to know wheth"r the 
hon. Minister will giVe us an assur-
ance that the internal . procurement 
for building up the buffer stock will 
n~t be done at the cost of internal 
consumption. 

The Minister of Food and Agricul-
ture (Shri S. K. Patil): Surely, 
nothing will be taken unless it is 
really a buffer stock. 

Shrl Nath Pai: Is it true that this 
polky of building bu~ stocks is 
likely to be scrapped in view of the 
impending change in t':2 Ministry, ~his 
policy being associated with the pre-
sent holder of that office? 

Shri S. It- PatH· In the new cir-
cumstances also, people will like tu 
eat rice. 

Shrimati Savitri Nigam: May I 
know whether Government are aWPre 
that there is a great unrest amongst 
the farmers of Madhya Pradesh that 
the difference between the prevailing 
prices and the procurement prices is 
too much, and if so, what action GlJ,,-
ernment are taking in this matte!"? 

Mr. Speaker: I suppose that that 
has been answered. 

Shrimati Savitri Nigam: My ques-
tion is entirely different .... 

MIr. Speaker: That question has 
been substantially answered. 
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Shri A. M. Thomas: With regard 
to Burma rice, the landed cost is some-
where about Rs. 20. 

Shri P. Venkatasubbaiah: In the 
statement that has been laid on the 
Table of the House, \t has been stated 
that certain incentives have been given 
to the farmers. May I know whether 
in spite of that, owing to the inade-
quacy of the Incentives, there has 
been a general decrease in rice pro-
duction in the country, and the agri-
culturists are switching over to com-
mercial crops, and if so, whether Gov-
ernment proPOSe to give more incen-
tives? 

Shri A. M. Thomas: In fact, these 
incentives are intended to keep :z 
balance between the cash crops and 
the foodgrains crops. We need not bi! 
anxious at all about the diversion to 
cash crops, because they earn much-
needed foreign exchange, and the area 
that is now utilised for cash cr0I-'S is 
not unduly large also. 




