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Shri S. M. Banerjee: I would like 
to know whether after the introduc-
tlon of this particular incentive bo lUS 
scheme the production has gone up, 
and whether this has been introdlolced 
in consultation with the Union con-
cerned? 

Mr. Speaker: It has not yet been 
introduced, 

Shri Indrajit Gupta: I woulci like 
to know whether prior to the intro-
duction of the scheme any scientific 
method of work study or time' and 
motion study has been carried out in 
this plant and, if so, have any ex-
perts or consultants been engaged 1 cr 
this work? I would like L.I knt>w !lDw 
it is being done. 

The MiDlster of Steel and Bea..,y 
lMustries (Shr; C. SuJtrama.ajam) : 
Yes, Sir, experts have been consulted 
and it is on that basis the scheme has 
been drawn up. Now it is Wlder ne-
gotiation with the representative 
union. 

Soft Timber 

+ r Shri Warior: 
.,'M3. j Shr; DiDeu Bhattaeharya: 

") Shri Vasudevau Nair: 
L Shri M. N. Swamy: 

Will the Minister of Industry be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that there 
is a shortage of soft timber required 
for the maJIufaeture of matches; and 

(b) if so, the steps taken by Gov-
ernment to overcome the shortage? 

The Minister of Industry (Silri 
Kanungo): (a) and Cb). A Statement 
is laid on the Table of the HOUR. 

S'rArEMENT 

(a) There is a general shortaee of 
industrial timber of all types includ-
ing timber required for the match 
industry, 

(b) the steps takpn by the Govern-
ment to overcome the shortage are 
enumerated below: 

(i) Semul CSalmalia Malab,ulca, 
the main indigenous species 
suitable for match manufac-
ture has been reserved r'l!: 
the match industry. 

(ii) A special programme for ra:s-
ing match wood plantat;o!l,' 
was launched by the 81:ot" 
Governments On a regular 
basis as a part of the Second 
Plan, The Govt. of India pro-
vided SUbsidy up to 50 per 
cent for encouraging match 
WOOd plantations. New plant. 
ations extending over an aref 
of about 80,000 acre. were 
undertaken during the Firs. 
and Second Plans. 

(iii) An area of 50,000 acre~ is 
proposed to be covered under 
match wood plantations dur-
illg the Third Plan period 
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The Central Government will 
continue to share the expen-
diture with the State Gov-
ernments On a 50: 50 basis. 

(iV) On the basis of research un-
dertaken at the Forest Re-
search Institute, Dehra Dun, 
several other species have 
been found suitable for the 
manufacture of matches. These 
species have been approved 
and included in the Indian 
Standard Specifications. 

(v) Possibilities are also being ex-
plored of exploiting the 
hitherto untapped inaccessible 
areas. 

8hri Warior: May I know whether 
there was actually a real increase in 
the soft wood supply from the ex-
penditure incurred by Us during the 
First and Second Five Year Plan pe-
riods? 

8hri Kanun(O: It is not possible to 
say that now because this particula r 
variety of trees takes at least 35 years 
te mature. 

8hri Warior: In the statement it IS 
pointed out that we spent some mor.ey 
in the Fitst and Second Plan periods 
for the increase in the production C'f 
soft wood. 1 want to know whether 
any assessment has been made of the 
:results of that expenditure? 

8hri Kanungo: I have mentioned in 
the statement that a certain acreage 
ha. been covered by plantations, but 
for those plantations to mature it will 
take at least 35 years. 

8hri Warior: Ma~! 1 know what is 
the total quantity c r soft wood neces-
sary for running ,,11 the match fac-
tories in India? May I also know whe-
ther it is in short supply? 

8hri Kanungo: I cannot give the 
total quantity just now, but it i. in 
great short supply, and the supply 
position is going to be acute. 

8hri Vasudevan Nair: In the state-
ment it is stated that an area of 
110,000 acres is proposed to be covered 

under match wood plantation in tlte 
Third Five Year Plan. May 1 know 
whether during the three years of 
the Third Five Year Plan w~ I"ave 
taken up this plantation work any-
where in India? 

8hri Kanungo: Yes, in all the 
States. 

8hri Vasudevan Nair: May I knON 
how many acres have been covered? 

8hri Kanun·go: I cannot give the 
acreage in each State, but by the end 
of the Second Five Year Plan the total 
acreage under these plantations was 
80,000 acres. 

8hri Jashvant Mehta: May I k; w 
what amount' of subsidy has been 
given to this programme in the Second 
Plan and what steps have been taken 
in the first year of the Third Plan? 

8hri Kanungo: The cost of planta-
tions is being shared by the Central 
Government and State Governments 
in the proportion of 50 : 50. 

Dr. L. M_ 8inghvi: It is in:iica'ed 
in part (iii) of the statement that an 
area of 50,000 acres is to be covered 
during the Third Plan period. 1 wou:o 
like to know how much of it has a:-
ready been covered. Then, in part (v) 
of the statement it is stated that p()sSi-
bilities are also being explored of ex-
ploiting the hitherto untapped in .. c-
cessible areas. In which States ar" 
they? 

8hrl Kanungo: Regarding the rtfSt 
part of the question, as I have S" id, I 
have not got the figure of the progress 
of plantations during the first 'wo 
years of the Plan. 

Dr. L. M. Singhvi: That infonna-
tion may be laid on the Table of th~ 
House. 

8hri Kanungo: Yes, if a question is 
put. Regarding the second part of 1."~ 
question, the new varieties which 
have been tested in laboratories have 
yet to be tried in factory scak and 
the economics of it worked out. 

Dr. L. M_ 8inghvi: My question wag 
different. I was asking about the ex-
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ploratian and exploitation ot hitherto 
untapped inaccessible areas and the 
State in which it will be done. 

Shri Kanu.ngo: The scheme tor the 
increase in the acreage ot timber pro-
posed in the Third Plan covers all the 
States. Perhaps, it may be a little 
more or a little less in some States. I 
have not got the figures. 

Shri Heda: In view ot the general 
shortage ot timber, are Government 
no! going to encourage alternatives 
like soft card board? 

Shri Kanungo: As I said in part (iv) 
of the statement, some varieties have 
been tried on laboratory scale in the 
Forest Research Institute. Their POq-
sibilities and economics in commercia' 
scale have to be worked out. 
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Shri Kanungo: If. <'it ~ m 'f.T'!iT 
aTm" if if@ ~ I This refers only to 

one variety of soft wood Semul. In 
North Bihar there IS not plenty of it. 
Of course, it had at one time. 

Shri Joachim Aln: Is the Com-
merce Minister aware that my consti-
tuency, North Kanara, is one ot the 
largest supplier of "oft wood and the 
West India Match Company, a foreign 
company. is bu:;ing the entire lot at a 
cheap price, even though the poor vil-
lage people in that area are demand-
ing a better price? 

Mr. Speaker: Order, order. He Is 
giving information about his consti-
tuency instead of ~.king a question. 

Silri Joachim Alva: What steps have 
the Government tak'm to help the vil-
lage people to start a match factory 

since there is so m llch of soft wood in 
that area? 

Shri Kanungo: The Social Welfare 
Board has tried about half a dozen 
small match iactorie". They are doing 
very well in Sivakasi in South India. 

Dr. Gaitonde: May I know whether 
it is a fact i3at a large quantity of 
soft wood is available in Nagaravalli? 
If so, what steps arc being taken to 
utilize it? 

Shri Kanungo: I do not think it is 
probable. Since t:lere is such an acute 
shortage of every conceivable variety 
of soft wood, if there is any plantatioll 
like that, it would have been exploit-
ed. Anyway, I will make enquiries 
about that area. 

Dr. Sarojini Mahishi: May I know 
to what extent can other materials be 
substituted for soft wood, as far as 
manufacture f m~!ches is concerned? 

Shri Kanungo: As I said in part 
(iv) of the statement, laboratory tests 
have been done in the case of some 
varieties. Their commercial tests have 
got to be done. 

Shri P. Venkatasubbaiah: May I 
know by what: ~im~ Government will 
be able to overccn.c the shortage of 
soft wood? 

Shri Kanungo: Not for 3:1 year.. 
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Shri Kanungo: That particular 
variety of wood is in very short sup-
ply. As such, its supply position is 
going to be acute. 
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Power Equipment Plant 

+ r Shri Bhakt Dar.;han: 
I Shri Eswara Reddy: 
I Shri l'f. R. J.askolr: 
I Silri P. C. Borooah: 
I Shri Indrajit Gupta: 

J Shri Warior: 
.245 Shri Dinen Bhattat'harya: 

" Shri Vasudevan Nair: 
I Shri Onkar La! Berwa: 

\ 
Shri Balkrlshna Wasnik: 
Shri Bhapat Jha Azad: 

I Shri Morarka: 
Shri Ravlndra Varma: L Dr. Mahadeva Prasad: 

Will the Minister of Steel and Bea~ 
Industries be pleased to state: 

(a) whether the project report for 
the Soviet aided Power Equipment 
Plant near Hardwar has been received; 

(b) if so, whether it has been 
examined by GovernIhent; and 

(cl the nature of deci.ion arrived "', 

The Deputy MiJlister ill the Ministry 
., Steel and Heavy Industries (Shri 
P. C. Sethi): (a) to (~). The Detailed 
Project Report of tht' Soviet aided 
Power Equipment Project near Hard-
war has been receiv~d from Messrs. 
Prommashexpol't, l\I(\SCOW and is being 
examined by the technical experts of 
the Heavy Electricals (India) Ltd. in 
collaboration Wilh Russian experts. 
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The Minister of Steel and Heavy 
Indnstries (Shrl C Subramaniam): I 
am expecting the scrutiny of the pro-
ject report to be finalised by about 
the third week of September. 

Shri Ranga: I ::'ave already request-
ed you once before that you would 
kindly request on our behalf the hon. 
Ministers to speak a little louder. We 
are not able to follow what they say. 

Mr. Speaker: I WIll ask the hon. 
Ministers to ,;peak a Ii (tIe more loudly 
and distinctly. 
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