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CLosuu o. INDUS'BlES IN WEST BENGAL 

1756. SHRI D. N. PATODIA : 
SHRI BAL RAJ MADHOX. : 

Will the Minister of INDUSTRIAL 
DEVELOPMENT AND COMPANY 
AFFAIRS be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that since March. 
1967 on account of iAdustrial and social 
unrest in West Bensal, large number of 
industrial and commercial Units have closed 
down either partially or wholly rcaultiDl 
into curtailmeDt of production and Iay-olf 
and retrenchmcot of workers; 

(b) ifso, the number;of industrial units 
so alI"ected and the number of workers 
rotrenched and laid off; 

(c) whether it is also II fact that future 
expansion of illdustrial units has stopped in 
West Bengal and the enterpreneurs are un-
willing to invest any further capital under 
the conditio"s of insecurity prevailing 
there; and 

(cf) if 88, the steps Goyernment propose 
to take in the matter 7 

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRIAL 
DEVELOPMENT AND COMPANY 
AFFAIRS (SHRI F. A. AHMED): (a) to 
(d). Government have "0 precise data on the 
subjeet nor has tllere been any systematic 
'OlVeY of the industrial and social unrest in 
WeBt Bengsl an~its impact on the industrial 
prospeets. We ara,~no doubt, aware of the 
industrial unrest and its adverse effect on 
the industrial production. The Govern-
IBCDt have been in constant touch with tile 
State G"vernment on measures to promote 
industrial peace. 

A1TACI: ON T1lAIN IN WEST BENGAL 

1151. SHRI D. N. PATODIA: 
SHRI N. K. SOMANI: 
SHRI 1. K. MONDAL: 

Will the Minister of RAILWAYS Ito 
pleased to state: 

(a) the number of occasions when the 
Railway train. were attacked by unrulIy 
mob in West Benpl durin I the last four 
months; 

(b) the causca which led to the distur-
bances; 

(c) whether it is s fact that the R.ailway 
Protoction Force failed to give aDJ adequate 
protection to Railway proPerty during all 
theae incidents; Rnd 

(d) the loss suffered by the R.aU"ays as a 
result of theso disturbances 1 

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS 
(SHRI C. M. POONACHA): (0) No such 
incidents have 'been reported durina the 
period. 

(b) to (d). Do not arise. 

MALPAACTICI!S "y BmLA I NDtJST&IAL 
UNITS 

1758. SHRI YOGENDRA SHARMA: 
Will the Minister of INDUSTRIAL DE-
VELOPMENT AND COMPANY AF-
FAIRS be pleased to state: 

(a) .... hether G;)vernment have made any 
investigation into the alIeg~tion of cor-
ruption and m Ilpractico. indulged in by the 
industrial units under the control of Birla.; 

(b) if so, the findings thereof; Rnd 
(c) the action talcen thereon? 

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRIAL 
DEVELOPMENT AND COMPANY 
AFFAIRS (SHRI F. A. AHMED): 
(a) to (c). Government have activdy pr,,-
ceeded with the investigations into lhe 
V.lrious allegations against the Dirla Group 
of companies. The investigations cover a 
widefi.ld and some ofthe detailed replies 
have been received only very recently. The 
replies are being studied expeditiously with a 
view to an early formuhtion of the Course 
of action to be taken. 

INDUSTIUAL l'a.ODuCTION 

1759. SHRI YOGENDRA SHARMA: 
Will the Minister of INDUSTRIAL DE-
VELOPMENT AND COMPANY AF-
FAIRS be pleased to state: 

(a) whether industrial production has 
registered a decline in the recent months; 

(b) if so, the reasons thereror; and 
(c) the steps taken to arrest the decline 

in production? 
THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRIAL 

DEVELOPMENT AND COMPANY 
AFFAIRS (SHRI F. A. AHMED): 
(a) and (b). The official index of industrial 
production (Base 1956-100) stood at 199 ' 3 
during July 1961 as against 199'8 in Jantlary 
1967 alld 192·6 during the year 1966. 
However, the engineerinll industries produ-
einll capital 100ds have hud the impact of 
reces.ion duriAll the last f~w months. This 




