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that the subsidiary food will be avail-
able in the market? 

Shri S. K. Patil: I think the hon. 
Members know that subsidiary food 
is not a new expression; it has been 
in vogue all along; it means: food 
other than cereals such as: poultry, 
fish. meat, fruits and other things. 
That is why we are talking about it. 
Wheat conta:ns protein. Our diet in 
general lacks protein very much and 
it is a dangerous point which has got 
to be takcn notice of. 

Dr. Gaitonde: III view of the fact 
that various departments do the work 
done by one department previously, 
may I know whether proper use is 
being made of the scientific research 
conducted by the Indian Council of 
Medical Research as regards chang-
ing the food habits and balanced diet? 

Shri S. K. Pati1: So far as scientific 
knowledge is concerned, there is 
always an attempt to co-ordinate it 
and make the maximum use of it. 
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Dr. P. S. Dealunukh: What expedi-

tur.. is proposed to be incurred on 
lhill aeheme and what portion of it 
will 10 in payment of _lari... to the 
.td? 

.1Ir.l A ••. TII_: Aa haa ~ 
•• ted e,. my _lor eolleque, only 
• __ IM,iaBiIII HI ...... _ 

pilot projects basis. Rs. 2'5 cror~ 
have been provided in the Plan for 
the schemes. I cannot give the break-
up of this expenditure, what expendi-
ture is on staff and what expenditure 
on others. 

Shri Tyagi: Is it for experimenta-
tion? ...... (Interruptions). 

Shri A. M. Thmas: ConSIstent with 
.the vastnps3 of our countrv Rs ~ 5 
crores in the period Of five' yea~s ·;s 
not much. However, it is not on an 
experimental basis. 

Dr. p. S. Deshmukh: What about 
this year? 

Shri Sureura Pal Singh: In or.ie" 
to make up the dificiency of 
protein in the Indian diet, We under-
stand that the Government have set 
up some research Co,!-. tres in the coun-
try who are probing the possibility of 
extracting protein trom 1'.& ves fro' 
human consumption. May I knew ho\\· 
far that research work has progressed? 

Shrj A. M. Thomas: In faLt that JS 

being undertaken and the results 0',· 
tained are also being utilised by the~c' 
mobile extension units. 

Foodgrain Prices 
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Shri J. B. S. Hist: 
Shri Bishwanath Roy: 

I Shrimati ReDuka BarkataU: 
L Shri A. N. Vidyalankar: 

Will the MiniFtp," or FoOd :mC Agri-
culture be pleaseJ co ~tate: 

(a) the pr A.sent posi Lum of prices of 
important foodgrains preva.ling in 
different S,ate~; 

(0) whether they haye shown the 
tendency of rising and falling in re-
cent months; and 

(c, whether there 15 any necess'ty 
of adopting suitable measures to keep 
in check the rising prices, if any? 

The Parliamentary Secretary to th~ 
Minister of FOOd ana Agriculture 
(Shri Shinde): (a) and (b). A State-
ment indicating the average 
wholesale prices of important 
cereals prevailling during the 
week ending 10th August 1963 in 
the different States and L'1e trend of 
those prices in each State, is laid on 
the Table of the House. [Placed in 
Library. See No. LT-1481/63.] 

(c) Yes, Sir, such measures have 
been and are being taken. 

Shri Shree Narayan Das: From the 
statement it appears that the 3ver.ge 
whoksale price of rice varie< from 
about Rs. 57 por quintal in Madhya 
Pradesh to Rs. 81 per quintal in WeFt 
BEngal. I would like to know wha'. 
the highest price at whicil r:ce was 
sold during these periods. 

The Deputy Minister in the Milli~
try of Food and Agriculture (Shri 
A. M, Thomas): We have g;ven an 
eight page note whiCh is placed aD 
the Table of the House, givinl: detail. 
with regard to the price level3 in the 
various States. With regard \.(. West 
Bengal, in which the highest price has 
been indicated as mentio'leG by the 
han. Member, 1 may sav that n'},v 
there is a slight decline in W"Ft 
Bengal. 

Sbri Shree Narayan Das: L'l re-
gard to part (c) of the question I 
would like to know w~al are the 
precise measures that have '0 far b~~~ 
adopted in this regard. 

Shri A, M. Tbuma~: T"w ,r-easures 
have been mentioned more !l'an once 
on the floor of the Hou.se We' have 
opened as many as 53,000' feir pric~ 
shops throughout the length and 
breadth of this country through which 
wheat and rice are being distribut"d. 
Weare also taking measures in thu 
matter of advances tQ trlld"rs, e~c. 
There is a credit squeaze; W:l have 
also instructed the various s.tate Gov-
ernments to utilise the provi;;onll of 
the Defence of India Act in case hoard-
ing and profiteering are noti( ed. 

Shri Subodh llaDsda: The wilolesale 
price quoted in West Bengal is 
Rs. 81.67 per qwntal in regard to rice 
If that is so, may I know w!lat wa:; 
the price at the consumer level at 
that time, and again. what was thl~ 
price Of rice per quintal at the time 
when the price of rise showed an up-
ward trend till the first week of 
July? 

Shri A. M. Thomas: The highe~t 
price in West Bengal was noticed in 
the second week of July; subsequent:y 
the prices have been steady and now 
there is a slight decline by about two 
points. 

Shri Indrajit Gupta: I find from the 
statement that in West Bengal the 
price of rice showed a decline till the 
end of December, 1962 and tr.ereafter 
recorded a rise tm the beginning of 
of July, 1963. May 1 know whether it 
is not a fact that this is the period 
which corresponds exactly with the 
coming in of the new crop into the 
market when generally the prices faU? 
How is it that precisely at that time 
the price Of rice rose, and may I 
know whether it was not due to pro-
fiteering, etc? 

Shri A. M. Thomas: It is very well 
known that May, June, July and 
August are the lean months. Of course 
there is a short tenn crop in We!t 
Bengal. (Interruption). There was 
also ,ts effect on the market. It is :. 
small quantity thllt is 'being produced 
there in West Bengal compared to the 
oT,erall production, I lIlA,. mentioll 
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for the benefilt of the House the re-
cent trends in the matter of prices. It 
is well known that despite les. pr01uc-
tion-we have in fact less Of produc-
tion to the extent of two nullicn te!ls 
in the matter Of rice--the price this 
year of cereals declined more thlln 
in the corresponding period up to 
March, 1963. It is only frOm. April on-
wards that the price of rice--but not 
the price of wheat, jowar or other 
coarse grains-is showing a rise. Even 
for rice, as is well known this is the 
lean season. It may be noted that the 
rise was particularly noticed in OriEsa, 
West Bengal alld Madhya Pradesh. 
But the extent of the rise, which 
could have been worse considering 
the shortfall in supplies, was checked 
by an increase in fair price shops and 
distribution through them, movement 
of rice from Nepal to West Bengal, 
and Andhra Pradesh to West Bengal 
and Maharashtra. I may also men-
tion .... (Interruption) I do not think 
this excitement will produce more 
rice. 

Mr. Deputy-SpeakE'r: Answers 
should be short. 

Shri Indrajit Gupta: This is not 
what I asked for. 

Shri A. M. Thomas: It may also be 
noted, as I have already indicated, 
that the steady trend and this decline 
in these particular months has 
been a special feature of this year. 
Both in Orissa and West Bengal 
prices do show a decrease now. Of 
course, the prices have increased in 
April and May and now it is steady. 
In some areas in West Bengal as 
well as in Orissa where the prices 
have gone up unduly decline is notic-
ed and it is a very healthy sign 
(Interruptions) . 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Order, order. 
How am I to go on. 

Shri Tridib Kumar Chaudhuri: May 
I know whether the complaint that 
rice ij not available in many fair 
price shops in West Bengal has 
rea('hed H,e Government; if .so, how 
do they prGPose to solve this prob-
lem? On the on~ hand they say that 

there is no rice and at the same time 
they say that they are opening fair 
price shops. Are the fair price shops 
supplying wheat only or are they sup-
plying rice also? 

The Minister of Food and Agricul-
ture (Shri S. K. Patil): There is no 
contradiction in anything. We have 
never said that we have no rice. We 
have enough rice to supply to fair 
price shops. Only during the last one 
or two years as many as 5000 fair 
price shops have been opened and I 
have told the Chief Minister of West 
Bengal that if the situation gets diffi-
cult even if he opens another 5000 
more fair price shops in West Bengal 
alone I am .prepared to supply rice. 
There is no question of rice being not 
available for supply. 

Shri Daji: The han. Minister said 
that they have issued instructions 
that action under the D.l. Rules may 
be taken against hoarders. I want to 
know actually in how many cases 
action under D.I.R. has been taken 
to unearth rice hoarders? 

Shri S. K. PatiI: Very often we 
read about it in the papers. We do 
not get these figures. If I had known 
that the han. Member would be ask-
ing this question I would have got 
that information for him. Hundreds 
of businessmen are arrested when the 
prices that have been fixed by the 
Government are not adhered to and 
they take advantage of the scarcity. 

Shrimati Jyotsaa Chanda: find 
from the statement that the whole-
sale price of rice in Assam for the 
week ending 10th August, 1963 was 
Rs. 60'47 per quintal. May I know 
whether the Government is aware 
that before 5th August, 1963 the price 
of rice per maund in Cachar was more 
than Rs. 40? I also want to know' 
from the Government whether they 
have ..... . 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Only one 
question can be put. 

Shrimati Jyotsaa Chanda: Sir, I am 
coming from the border State anci I 
must kno ..... 
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Mr. Deputy-Speaker: About that 
State the hon. Member can ask one 
question. 

Shrimati JyotsDa ChaDda: I want to 
know whether the Government has 
taken any measure regarding hoard-
ing, blackmarketing and smuggling of 
rice to Pak:stan from Cachar· and 
Goalpara border? 

Shri A. M. Thomas: The hon. Lady 
Member wro;~ tJ me a letter indicat-
ing the difficult situation in Cachar. 
In fact. immediately on receipt of 
that ldter I cont"eled the State Gov-
ernment and supplies were rushed. 
There was difficulty for a few days, 
I· admit, but that was not because of 
lack of supplies from the Centre but 
because of movement difficulties 
within that State. There was some 
difficulty in the district of Cachar, 
but the requirements were imme-
diately met. 

Shri Bha~at Jha Azad: According 
to Government sources the wholesale 
priCe index as well as the retail price 
index have shown that foodgrains 
were the worst hit in the rise in 
prices. How do Government propose 
to help the situation especially when 
even the fair price shops have not 
been able to show their impact on 
the rise in prices? 

Shri S. 1[. Patil: The fair price 
shoPs are not there to show their 
impact on the rise in prices. The fair 
price shops are opened so that people 
can take advantage of them so far as 
market pc:ces are concerned. They 
are taken advantage of by crores of 
people in this country, especially the 
poorer sections. The urban people 
and the illiterate and poor have to 
be protected; otherwise, they wiII not 
get any supplly at all in the lean 
months. Then, the production was 
short by two million tons last year, 
so far as the States of West Bengal, 
Madhya Pradesh and Orlsla are con-
cerned. So far as the other parts of 
India are concerned, there is no riae 
in Pl'ices. 
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Some Hon. Members Tose-
Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Order, order. 

Han. Members cannot go on putting 
questions like that. They have to 
catch the eye of the Speaker. 

.n (I~"HI";;( : ll'~ Ilmr '3'~'{ fu:rr 
"IT ~ ~ I ~ qiff;r f'fi~r.r i ~ 
~"t ~Rn' fit; <IT~l ~R '!fT «'fitrT ~T I 
qnr '3'~ ~,'{ ~ <'I'iIT ~ ~ ~ I 
Shri I[oya: In the statement it is 

stated that the prices in Kerala were 
steady. As a matter of fact, there 
were rises in price of rice in various 
cities in Kerala, because w"gons were 
not available for movement of rice. 
from Andhra to Kerala. What special 
steps have been taken by Govern-
ment to ensure that there is regular 
supply of wagons to carry rice' from 
Andhra to Kerala so that there may 
not be any scarcity or rise in prices? 

Shri A, M, Thomas: Kerala depends 
on Andhra for a major part of its 
.upply of rice. We try to supply 
them as many wagons as we possibly 
can. As far as the price level is con-
cerned, in Kerala this year it is lesa 
than that of last year. 11 fact, the 
producers are complaining that 
beeaule of the larger .upply the,. tie 
.01 tet a remunerath'. price. 
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Shrimati Renn Chakravartty: 1 
would like to know from the han. 
Minister, who has drawn claps from 
the other side, why 66 nP. rice, which 
is available elsewhere is not available 
in the fair price shops in Bengal. 

Shri S. K. Patil: I did not know 
that rice is not available. 

Shrimati Renu Chakravartty: It is 
not. 

Shri S. K. Patil: So far as Bengal is 
concerned, whatev~r j<; being asked 
for by the Chief Minister is promptly 
complied with. The situation has very 
much improved after the Nepal rice 
has begun to come, and I am sure that 
in the next few days all other rice 
that is coming from Burma, America 
and other countries will promptly be 
diverted to the State of the hon. 
Member. 

Shrimati Renu Chakravartty: Now 
rice is selling there at ~. 40 a maund. 

.n~:~~i't II'Q 
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Mr. Depllty-Speaker: Next quel-
tion. Shrimati Barkataki. 

ShrI Rem Barua: Sir, on a point of 
order. Sir, you ban Itated only jUit 
:aow that you would, flrlt of all, 
.xhault the lilt and then call th. 
• __ of otb .. hoa. Kember .. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Not the whole 
list. 

Shri Hem Baraa: Sir, that is what 
you have stated. My name was fairly 
in the top of the list. I stood up 
several times but I was not called. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: I am trying to 
give opportunities to all. 

Shri Hem Barga: Sir, as a protest 
I am not going to put any question. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: I have given 
fifteen minutes for this question. Does 
the House want me to give more time 
to this question? I am trying to 
accommodate as many hon. Member. 
as possible. 

Shri Hem Barua: But you said that 
you will follow the list and exhaust 
it. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Order, order. 
I am trying to give opportunities to 
as many hon. Members as possible. 
First, I call those hon. Members who 
have not asked any questions. Then I 
have to give opportunities to mem-
bers outside the list. We have al-
ready taken fifteen minutes on this 
question. 

Shri Hem Barua: I did not -get an 
opportunity even though my name 
was fairly on the top of the Hsl . 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: I am sorry, 
could not help it. Next question. 

Railway Accidents CollUDittee 

+ r Shrimati Relluka Barkataki: 
Shri Basumatari: 
Shri Yubpal Smrh: 

I Shri Rameshwar Tantia: 01531. Shri Bishanchall4er Seth: . Shri SubHh B'aDsda: 
Shri Bhatt Danhan: 
Shri Kavbldra Varma: 
Shri Morarka: 
Shri S. M. BaIlerjee: 

Will the Minilter of Railway. be 
pleued to ltate: 

(a) whether the Railway Accidents 
Committee hal lubmitted ita comp-
let. report; 




