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Shri S. K. Patil: The idea of buffer 
stock here is not as in the case of 
rice or wheat. Sugar is now distri-
buted on quotas. Whether it is in 
one State or another, it remains with 
the mills, it does not go and remain 
in Kerala or somewhere else. But 
when it is wanted and the stock has 
to be supplemented, we take it from 
anywhere, just as we are having it 
now. 

Dr. L. M. Singhvi: Apart from the 
problem of stocks, be main problem 
in the matter of sugar has been the 
problem of retail distribution. May I 
know whether any measures are pro-
posed to be taken linked with the 
lruilding up of buffer stocks for 
improving distribution to the con-
sumers generally and avoiding black-
macketing in that field? 

Shri S. K. Patil: It has no relation 
really with buffer stock, but the han. 
Member is right that if the distribu-
tion is defective. then in spite of our 
holding the buffer stocks, this might 
happen, but I can tell him that the 
buffer stock is a great disincentive to 
blackmarketing etc. Why are the 
prices of wheat not rising just now? 
N at because we have produced enough 
wheat, but there is so much fear that 
if the price goes up, immediately the 
wheat will be blown in. If that posi-
tion is reached, then the other diffi-
culties will end. 

Shri::llti Savitri Nigam: Apart 
from the vcry welcome step of 
increasing the sugarcane price, what 
other steps is Government in tending 
to take .... 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: We are not 
concerned with sugarcane price, we 
are concerned with buffer stock. 

Shrimati Savitri Nigam: I am 
coming to the main question. What 
other steps is Government intending 
to take to see that Ng:>rcane is 
not diverted to gur production? 

Mr. Deputy -Speaker: That is a .e-
parate questIOn. 

Shri Venka.tasubbaiah: May I know 
if it is the intention Of the Govern-

. ment to give more incentive to the 
sugar industry which is hoarding at 
the cost of the' agriculturists in the 
country? 

Shri S. K. Patil: There is no such 
intention. When the productivity ot 
sugar in general increases, there is 
indirect benefit to the mills also. No 
direct benefit is sought to be given. 

Shri Basumatari: May I know what 
steps are being taken to keep t'le 
price of sugar uniform throughout the 
"::>untry becaUSe at present the price 
in Ass~m is higher than anywhert 
else? 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: It is a differ-
ent question. 

Development Of Subsidiary Foods 
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Shri Surendra Pal Singh: 
Jhri Warior: 
Sbri Vasudevan Nair: 

l Shri M. N. Swamy: 

Will the Minister of Food and Agri-
culture be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that Gov-
ernment have drawn up a scheme for 
better utilisation of available food-
stuffs, and the development of subsi-
diary foods in order to check the in-
creasing consumption of cereals in the 
country; and 

(b) if so, the main features of thIS 
scheme and the steps being taken to 
implem'ent it? . 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of FOOd aDd Agriculture 
(Sbri Sbinde): (a) The nucleus of 
a scheme for better utilisation or 
available foodstuffs and development 
of subsidiary food~ has been drawn un 
wit a view inter alia to promClte the 
reduction of the preponderance Of t!'c 
cereal content of the average Indian 
diet. 

(b) The 
flchenle are: 
utilization 
sources, the 

main objectives of the 
conservation and effective 
of the existing food re-

diversification of the 
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Indian diet and its improvement from 
a nutritional point of view by the de-
velopment and popularisatiOn ot new, 
nutritive and imprOVed foods as we1l 
as subsidiary foods and the ed uca tion 
of the people through different medIa 
in regard to various aspects of food 
technology and applied nutrition. 

A NutritIon Division with a nucleus 
staff has been set up in the Depart-
ment o"t Food for drawing Ul' and im-
menting suitable programmes. Staff 
has been POSted in the four R'!gion! 
also for assisting the State Govern. 
ments ana others in this direction, and 
for undertaking the programmes of 
the Department in the Regionals. A 
number of programmes, such as ·lhe 
development of high protein foods, 
the establishment of Institutes of 
Catering Technology and Applied 
Nutrition, the operation 01 mobile 
fOOd and nutrition extension 
vans, the setting up of Communi ty 
Food PreservatiOn Centres, the deve-
lopment of meat technology, are al-
ready in dIfferent stages of iml'le-
mentation. 

Shri Sa.reDdra Pal SlDgh: Since 
the consumption of cereals is th~ 
heaviest in the villages, would Gov-
ernment consider the desirability of 
launching this scheme in the rural 
areas first? 

The Minister of Food and Agricul-
ture (Shri S. K. Patil): This scheme 
cannot be merely confined to this arc'i 
or that area. This is a vast country, 
and this is of a pilot nature. If you 
want to have it spread in all the 
650000 villages it will mean a ve~Y 
big' expenditUre, which cannot 1:le 
taken. 

Shri Warior: May I know whether 
Government has included any scheme 
in this to encourage the produc-
tion of more Of the foodstuffs other 
than cereals. and if so, what are th!' 
steps Gove~ent is going to take? 

The Depaty :MI:Dister in the MiDiS-
try of Food and Agriculture (Shri 
A. M. Thomas): I do not exactly un-
derstan<l what the ·hon. Member says. 

Shri Warier: I refer to the steps 
taken to produce foodstuffs otner 
than the usual cereals. 

Shri A. M. Thomas: This scherr.e 
contemplates the promotiOn and diver-
sification Of diets, witn a view to COT-
recting the existing dietary excesses 
and deficiencies. In this scheme are in-
cluded the propagation of methods for 
dehydration, use of preservatives. 
encouragement to consumption of 
processed foods, etc. 

Shri Warior: My question is a'bout 
encouragement or incentives given to 
produce supplementary foodstufffi 
other than usual cereals. 

Shri A. M. Thomas: Encouragement 
is given to production of vegetables 
and such other foodstuffs. 

Shri Warior: Banana plantation, fish 
production or eggs .... 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Order. ord ... r. 
It cannot gO on like this. 

Shri A M. Thomas: I do not think 
that with reaard to banna price, there 
is any complaint nor it is so with re-
gard to fish. In fact the price cf fish 
is going up or that of banana is goin!: 
up. No incentive is necessary. For 
fisheries there is the mechanistatbn 
scheme and for bananas also we su;>-
ply fertilisers at concession rates. 

Shri VasudevlUl Nair: May I kn'Jw 
whether in the research statIons any 
research has been conducted to see 
whether tapioca can be made use of 
in the production of subsidiary fO~<li 
because we haVe plentiful supply of 
tapioca' 

Shri A. M. Thomas: Researches c.:.n-
ducted in the Mysore Technological 
InstItute have been saiis' ~tory. 
Tapioca contains carbo-hydrate, und 
we cannot say that it OOJlt8;nll p •. l, 
tein. Along with that, edible groU1l'i-
nut flour can be mixed and can be 
utlised. 

Shri Tyagi For the last tens of yea:, 
we are hearing stories of synthett~ 
rice and tapioca bread and tod'ay we 
hear the technical name: subsidiary 
food. I do Dot know what it compl'i!le3 
of. 

Is it available in the market? If by 
which times does the Ministry think 
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that the subsidiary food will be avail-
able in the market? 

Shri S. K. Patil: I think the hon. 
Members know that subsidiary food 
is not a new expression; it has been 
in vogue all along; it means: food 
other than cereals such as: poultry, 
fish. meat, fruits and other things. 
That is why we are talking about it. 
Wheat conta:ns protein. Our diet in 
general lacks protein very much and 
it is a dangerous point which has got 
to be takcn notice of. 

Dr. Gaitonde: III view of the fact 
that various departments do the work 
done by one department previously, 
may I know whether proper use is 
being made of the scientific research 
conducted by the Indian Council of 
Medical Research as regards chang-
ing the food habits and balanced diet? 

Shri S. K. Pati1: So far as scientific 
knowledge is concerned, there is 
always an attempt to co-ordinate it 
and make the maximum use of it. 

-n ~ttN:'fln~'fiT 
IffiT ~ R; ~ ~~ ~ if m1f 

iii ~, :;n1ff iii ~,~ iii 
~,~ &~'fiT<m:T~~ 
~ f.m<!;r ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ R; ~
fs1:rtT ~ ~ ~ ~ I ~ f<;rit ~ 
;m '3"lTIl m <W ~ R; ~ i!iTc.rT 
~~~? 

-n "'0 'lito ~ : ~ iiffi'f <it 
~~R;W~iIi~'f~~ 
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crT f<r.r~ i!!:T ~ 'f>'rc~ ~q' 
~~'R ~~~crTlI'f, 
~iiffi'f~ I ~~ ~ tft;ft 
~ I ~ iJilfuw ~ R; Q:m 
'f~1 
Dr. P. S. Dealunukh: What expedi-

tur.. is proposed to be incurred on 
lhill aeheme and what portion of it 
will 10 in payment of _lari... to the 
.td? 

.1Ir.l A ••. TII_: Aa haa ~ 
•• ted e,. my _lor eolleque, only 
• __ IM,iaBiIII HI ...... _ 

pilot projects basis. Rs. 2'5 cror~ 
have been provided in the Plan for 
the schemes. I cannot give the break-
up of this expenditure, what expendi-
ture is on staff and what expenditure 
on others. 

Shri Tyagi: Is it for experimenta-
tion? ...... (Interruptions). 

Shri A. M. Thmas: ConSIstent with 
.the vastnps3 of our countrv Rs ~ 5 
crores in the period Of five' yea~s ·;s 
not much. However, it is not on an 
experimental basis. 

Dr. p. S. Deshmukh: What about 
this year? 

Shri Sureura Pal Singh: In or.ie" 
to make up the dificiency of 
protein in the Indian diet, We under-
stand that the Government have set 
up some research Co,!-. tres in the coun-
try who are probing the possibility of 
extracting protein trom 1'.& ves fro' 
human consumption. May I knew ho\\· 
far that research work has progressed? 

Shrj A. M. Thomas: In faLt that JS 

being undertaken and the results 0',· 
tained are also being utilised by the~c' 
mobile extension units. 

Foodgrain Prices 
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