1097 Oral Answers

cannot precisely say what type of
piane it is, specially if it comes at
night.

Shri Priya Gupta: Have you no
radar equipment?

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: The radar
does not tell you what type of plane
it is. The radar just says that a plane
which might be your own or some-
body else’s has come. Therefore, I
cannot definitely say that it is certain-
ly a Chrinese plane, but from all the
circumstances, it is our inference that
coming from the direction from which
it does it is likely to be a Chinese
plane.

The hon. Member said something
about the Soviet plane. So far as we
know, there are no Soviet planes
about there.

Shri Basumatari: May I know
whether  counter-allegations  were
made by China on our protests, of the
same nature and the same type?

Shri Y. B. Chavan: There were no
counter-allegations about this parti-
cular matter.
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Caribou Transport Aircraft
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Will the Minister of Defence be
pleased to state:

(a) whether the Canadian Govern-
ment have offered to sell 16 Caribou
transport aircraft to India on credit;

(b) whether it is also proposed to
manufacture the aircraft in the Kan-
pur Avro Factory; and
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(c) if so, when the proposals are
likely to be finalised?

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Defence (Shri D. R. Chavan):
(a) Yes, Sir.

(b) and (c). This question will be
considered after evaluating tae flight
test results of the military version of
Avro-748 aircraft. A prototype of
this version is expected to fly in a
few month’s time.
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Shri Indrajit Gupta: May I know
how many different types of foreign
transport aircraft the Indian Air
Force is employing at present. . . .

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: The main
question is only about Caribou irans-
port planes. The hon. Member need
not go into the larger question con-
cerning all the other aircraft.

Shri Imdrajit Gupta: 1 am putting
this question for this reason.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: He may table
a separate question on that.

Shri Ranga: The point is that there
should be co-ordination between the
different types.
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Shri Indrajit Gupta: My quetion is
this. Caribous are being acquired
now. We have acquired different
types of aircraft in the past. May I
know whether it is the Gevernment
of India’s policy, in view of the diffi-
culties of getting spare parts, tc con-
centrate on some particular types of
aircraft or to keep on buying diffe-
rent types from wherever we can get
them?

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: The hon. Mem-
ber should confine himself to the
main question.

Shri Y. B. Chavan rose—

Shri Indrajit Gupta: The hon. Mi-
nister is willing to reply to it.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Even if he is
willing to reply, I am not allewing it
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Dr. L. M. Singhvi: How do these
Caribou transport planes compare
with C-130s? Have the C-130s not
been functioning in a better way for
our transport purposes?

Shri Y. B. Chavan: Certainiy the
C-130 is a better type of transport
aircraft. But really speaking, it is
made for Heavy transport.

Shri D. C. Sharma: The hon. Minis-
ter said that attempts would made to
manufacture transport aircraft of this
type in this country. How long will
it take for finalisation?

Shri Y. B. Chavan: I think it has
been answered. The prototype is
likely to be flown in two :onths
time.
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Shrimati Sharda Mukerjee: I wculd
like to know  whether the Kanpur
{actory which has so far apparently
manufactured only two Avro-748 is
competent. . . . .

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: The question
is about the Caribou aircraft.

Shrimati Sharda Mukerjee: I am
coming to that. In introducing a new
type of aircraft is this factory com-
petent to cope with the manufacture
o a different type of aircraft instead
of carrying on with the one which
is already under manufacture, of
which only two have been n.anufac-
tured so far?

The Minister of Defence Production
in the Ministry of Defence (Shri
Raghuramaiah): May I at the outset
make it very clear that no decision
has yet been taken to manufacture
Caribou aircraft? What is decided is
to acquire them. The gquestion of
manu acturing Caribou aircraft there
or somewhere else will arise only
after the military version of the Avro
has been tested. 1 may say that the
depot at Kanpur is being eniarged. It
is proposed to be made into a com-
pany so that more and more aircraft
can be manufactured and the capa-
city increased.

Shri S. M. Banerjee: Is it not a fact
that the two planes of Avro-748 are
not the only numbers but about 12
planes are likely to be manufactured,
and these will also be manufactured
in Kanpur along with Avro-748?

Shri Raghuramaiah: 1 have already
said that there is no decision to manu-
facture Caribou aircraft. When a
decision is taken, it will be time
enough to consider where the rnanu-
facture is to take place.

Shri S. M. Banerjee: Is the Kanpur
depot competent. . . .

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: It is only
when a decision is taken that they
will decide where to manufacture it.
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Shri Kapur Singh: Are Govern-
ment in a position to assure us that
we now possess the requisite trans-
port aircraft to meet our immediate
requirements?

Shri Y. B. Chavam: Yes, I can cer-
tainly assure the House that we have.
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The Minister has said that they
have purchased 16 aircraft from
Canada. He also said that if they
need, they will purchase from some
other countries also. Is there any

plan to manufacture such aircraft in
India, and if so, where and how?

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: He has
answered that.

Shrimati Savitri Nigam: Are these
aircraft new ones? Also in how many
years the credit will be repaid?

Shri Raghuramaijah: The agieement
is to purchase new aircraft.

Shrimati Savitri Nigam: [n how
many years the credit will be repaid?
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