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took place in the Badgam Tehsil of 
Kashmir Valley as a result of the 
recent earthquake; 

(b) whether the main centre of this 
devastation is in close proximity to 
the only aerodrome .in Kashmir 
Valley; and 

(c) whether Government propose 
to depute top experts to ascertain 
the cause of this widespread destruc-
tion with a view to ensuring the safety 
of the aerodrome? 

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Transport (Shrf MohiuddiD) : 
(a) Yes; it is reported that about 100 
persons were killed and about 500 
injured; and that about two thousand 
houses collapsed or were "damaged. 

(b) Yes. 
(c) The Geological Survey of India 

have been requested to examine this 
aspect. 

"lights to North Bengal, Assam anll 
Tripara 

f Shri Subodh Hansela: 
8hri S. C. Samuta: 

·7ZO. Dr. Ranen Sen: l Shrl N. R; Laskar: 
Dr. P. SrInivasan: 

Will the Minister of Transport be 
pieased to state: 

(a) whether ,it is a fact that there 
was a sudden stoppage of flights to 
North Bengal, Assam and Tripura 
from Dum Dum on the 8th May, 1963; 

(b) whether this was due to the 
lighting arrangement of the airport; 
and 

(c) ,if so, the reasons why this was 
not set right so long resulting in stop-
page of flights? 

The Deputy Minister in the MiDJ5. 
try of Transport (Shri Mobiuddln): 
(a) Freighter flights from Calcutta 
did not operate between 8th and 11 tb 
May, 1963. 

(b) Following a dispute between a 
pilot and an engineer, the pilots 
refused to operate the Freighter 
flights from the Maintenance Base as 
had bep.n the practice previously. One 

of the reasons for this refusal was 
inadequate lighting in the area at 
night. 

(c) Lighting arrangements have 
since been Unproved. 

World Food Congress 

{
8hri P. C. Borooah: 

.721 8hri C. K. Bhattacharyya: 
. 8hri 8ubodh Hansda: 

8hri Onkar Lal Berwa: 

Will the Minister of Food and Apoi-
culture be pleased to state: 

(a) whether food problem confront-
ing developing countries like India. 
Pakistan and Turkey was discussed at 
the World Food Congress held in 
Washington in the beginning of June, 
1963; 

(b) if so, the observations and 
recommendations made therein in this, 
behalf; and 

(c) the action Government propose 
to take in the light of those observa-
tions/recommendations? 

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Food and Apoiculture (Dr. Ram-
SUbhal" SlDI"h): (a) Yes. 

(b) A copy of the declaration. 
adopted by the Congress is placed on 
the Table Of the Sabha. [Placed in· 
Library. See No. LT-1747/63]. 

(c) The recommendations of the 
World Food Congress will be con-
sidered by the F.A.O. at its conference 
next November with a view to decid-, 
ing the steps that should be taken in 
this matter. The recommendation of 
the conference will be considered by" 
the Government in due course. 
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