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Agricultural Toiler

•tt, Shri D. C. gharm:
&k̂S -W gS++®sI

Will the Minister of Food »"* Agri
culture be pleased to state:

(a) the steps taken to achieve a 
break through in agriculture to ac
celerate the  process of  economic 
development;

(b) the details thereof; and

(c) the success achieved so far?

The Minister ef State in the Minis.
try of Food, Agriculture, Community 
Development and Cooperation  (Shri 
Aanasahlb  Shinde):  (a)  Agricul
tural programmes envisaged for ihe 
Fourth Plan aim at securing  quick 
and perceptibly large  increases  in
agricultural production mainly through 
increases in per acre yields. The New 
Strategy adopted has the  following 
Important programmes:

(i) Applying a package of  prac
tices,  comprising water man- 
agemen, high-yielding  varie
ties of seeds, pest control and 
a sufficiency of fertiliser ap
plication along with good cul
tural  practices  covering an 
area of 32'5 million acres in 
1970-71, and

(ii) Introducing short-term varie
ties in the major cereals of the 
country which arc as  good 
yielders as t%e  long-term 
varieties  under  a  suitable 
package of practices; thereby 
allowing for the growing of 
a major second crop in the 
irrigated areas of the coun
try where only one crop was 
being grown under  irrigated 
conditions. This programme is 
expected to reach 30 million 
acres in 1975-71.

These  programmes together  with 
the nonnal programmes for  minor 
irrigation, soil conservation and land 
development are expected to create a 
production potential of 30  million 
tonnes in 1870-71 over 1965-88  and 
'will have their Certain impact on the 
economic development of tha country.

(b)  Tftie  principal  elements  of 
the agricultural production programm- 
es which are being implemented  in 
1967-68 in (pursuance of the new stra
tegy are as under:

(i) High Yielding Varieties Pro
gram e will  be  undertaken 
over 15 million acres.

(ii) Multiple Cropping  Program
me will be organised  over 
nearly 7.5 million acres.

(iii) Fertilisers to the extent  of
13.5 lakh tonnes of nitrogen, 
5  lakh  tonnes of Pa° and 3 
lakh  tonnes of K/ will be 
made available for the various 
programmes.

(iv) An  additional area of 3 to
3.5 million  acres  will be 
covcred by minor  irrigation 
works.

(v) The area to be benefited by 
plant protection measures wHI 
be extended to 126  million 
acres (gross).

(vi) Benefit of soil  conservation 
measures on agricultural lands 
will be extended to an add!- 
tional area of 3.9 million acres.

(vii) Supporting arrangements for 
the supply  of  inputs (e.g. 
seeds, pesticides,  machinery 
and credit) training of exten
sion personnel and of farmers, 
have also been made.

(c)  The  year  1966-67  was  a 
year of experimentation and resits so 
far achieved show that the High Yield
ing Varieties Programme is acceptable 
to the fanner and his response is most 
encouraging as will be seen from the 
following:—

(i) The willingness of the  far
mer to try out the new varie
ties and even experiment with 
them using large amount* of 
fertilisers and pesticidea for 
plant protection;

(ti( The willingness of tha fanner 
to invest in spplementarjr ir
rigation projects ' like open
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wells, .pump sets, filter-polnts 
and tuotwells; and

(iii) The willingness of the farmer 
to take to proper land level
ling for optimum use of water 
including  contour  terracing 
and his  readiness to invest 
money in this programme.

Despite adverse weather, the yields 
from the High yielding Varieties Pro
gramme have -been encouraging dur
ing 1668-67. The Programme in all its 
aspects has been taken up only from
1967-88 and given normal weather, the 
full impact of the new policies  and 
programmes is expected to be  felt 
more dearly during the coming year.
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TonrW  Week (March, 1967)

MS. Shri K. N. Pandey:
Shri Dhlrendranath;

Will the Minister of Tourism  and 
Civil Aviation be pleased to state:

(a) whether  Government  have 
assessed the impact of the  Tourist 
Week celebrated in March, 1967 on 
the tourist traffic in the country; and

(b) if so, the result thereof;

Tbe Minister of Tourism and Civil 
Aviation (Dr. Karan Singh): (a) and
(b). The Tourist Week held in March, 
1967 was celebrated only in  Delhi. 
Similar Tourist Weeks have also been 
held in Madras, Jaipur and Chandi
garh, and other States plan to celebe- 
rate Tourist Weeks during the course 
of the year.

It is too early to assess at this stage 
the impact of the International Tourist 
Week celebrations on the tourist arri
vals in this country. The various faci
lities, concessions and other activities 
which are being observed as part  of 
International Tourist Year arc likely 
to show results by the end of  1967, 
when it will be possible to compare 
the tourist arrivals with those of last 
year.

Federal Road Transport Authority

946. Shri K. N. Pandey:  Will the 
Minister of  Transport and shipping
be pleased to state:

(a) whether there is any proposal 
for setting up a Federal Road Trans
port Authority; and

(b) if so, its functions and com
position?




