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famine condition!  for the  last four 
years; and

(to) if 10, the measures taken by the 
Central Government to meet the food 
shortage there during these years?

The Minister of State in the Minis­
try of Food, Agriculture, Community 
Development and Oooperatlon (Shri 
Aanaaahlb Shinde): (a) Eastern Dis­
tricts of TJ.P. are very densly populat­
ed and availability of foodgrains even 
in normal years is not plentiful there. 
However, development of any special 
scarcity in Mirazapur District was not 
reported  to  us  before September- 
October, 19M.  Only  after  October, 
1966, serious scarcity conditions deve­
loped in Mirzapur as well as the other 
eastern districts as a result of deficit 
rains.

(b)  The assistance provided by the 
Central Government to the Govern­
ment of U.P. to meet the scarcity con­
ditions in Mirzapur and other eastern 
districts are:

Central allotment of imported food­
grains have been stepped up 
from 40,000 tonnes in October 
to about 125,000 tonnes during 
each month February, March 
and April, 1987.

(2) 8,000 tonnes of gift wheat has 
been allotted to State Govern­
ment for free distribution to 
old and  the  infirm  in  the 
drought affected areas.

(3) 3,444 tonnes of milk powder 
hag been allotted to the U.P. 
Government for milk feeding 
centres.

(4) 70 tonnes of biscuits, 12 tonnes 
of dry raisins and a substan. 
tial quantity of multi-vitamin 
tablets, baby food, etc. have 
been given to the State Gov­
ernment  for  use  in  the 
drought-affected areas.

Besides, a number of voluntary or­

ganization* have started free kitchens 

in  the drought affected areas. Th# 
number' of such kitchens functioning

in Mirzapur is <3.  For thi» purpose 
281.5 tonnes of wheat has bean issued 
to these organizations at Government 
economic price and  SSI  tonnes  of 
wheat has been released from Prime 
Minister's Drought Belief Fund free 
of cost.

Visit by 2-Man Team to Australia for 
Food Study under Colombo Plan

818. Shri Maaibhai J. Patel:  Will
the Minister of Food and Agriculture
be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that a two- 
man team has recently visited Austra­
lia as special visitors under the Colom­
bo Plan for Food Study;

(b) if so, the personnel of the team 
and the purpose for which the team 
visited Australia; and

(c) the results of the visit?

The Minister of State In the Minis­
try of Food, Agriculture, Community 
Development and Cooperation  (Shri 
Annasahib Shinde): (a) to (c).  No 
Food Study Team has been sponsored 
by the Government of India to visit 
Australia.  The Australian  Govern­
ment had, however, offered two Spe­
cial Visitor awards under the Colombo 
Plan to enable Shri Satwant Singh, a 
practical fanner who is also a Direc­
tor of the Food Corporation of India 
and a senior official of the Govern, 
ment to visit and study agricultural 
marketing practices in that country. 
Shri N. P. Sen, Managing Director of 
the Corporation was chosen in place 
of an official candidate.  Their obser­
vations are not yet available to the 
Government.

Visakfcapatnam Port

819.  Shri Manibhai J. Patel: Will the 
Minister of Transport and Shipping
be pleased to state:

(a)  whether any apodal  arrange­
ments have been made at Vlaakhspai- 
nam Port  recently to  facilitate the 
impart of raw material;
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