
THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS (SHRI BENI 
PRASAD VARMA) : (a) There have been no heavy 
financial losses to the Department of Posts as such in 
case of foreign parcel mail during the past few years 
However, there has been a decline in the traffic ot 
foreign parcels sent from India to foreign countries 
(outward) and received from foreign countries for 
delivery in India (inward),The decline in traffic is mainly 
due to the availability of more providers of this services 
in the market like private couriers, air freight companies, 
freight forwarding agents, etc.

(b) The details of the decline in the traffic of foreign 
parcels in last four years is as follows

Year Outward Parcel Inward Parcel

1992-93 1.81.168 2,87.654

1993-94 1.61.300 2.65.763

1994-95 1.22.090 2.53.750

1995-96 1.10.203 2.30.301

(c) Continuous efforts are made to improve the 
quality of parcel service to face the competition posed 
by the other providers of the services

(d) In view of the above, the question does not 
arise.

Out of Order Telephones

4176. SHRI VIJAY GOEL . Will the Minister of 
COMMUNICATIONS be pleased to state

(a) whether several Exchanges in Delhi are not 
working property, particularly in Shakti Nagar:

(b) if so. the details thereof. Exchange-wise: and

(c) the measures being taken by the Government  
for providing better telephone facilities9

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS (SHRI BENI 
PRASAD VARMA) : (a) Majority of the Exchanges in 
Delhi, which are digital electronic are working properly 
However, some electromechanical exchanges such as 
at Shakti Nagar. do not provide sophisticated facilities 
at par with digital electronic exchanges. It is proposed 
to replace all electro machnical exchanges by digital 
electronic during the 9th Plan period.

(b) Not applicable in view of (a) above.

(c) (i) R ep lacem ent of old and life expired
exchanges by modern technology 
exchanges.

(ii) Replacement of fault prone underground 
cables by jelly filled cables

(iii) Laying of cables in ducts
(iv) Introduction of modern tools and testing aids 

in the network.

(v) Provision of 100°c junct ion network on digital  
Opt ical  Fibre Cables (OFC).

(v i ) Int roduct ion of wi reless t echnology on local 
loop

(vn) Upgradat ion of external  plant.

(vm) Training to the staff to i ncrease skil l  in 
modern technology

(i x ) C o m p u t e r i s a t i o n  of v a r i o u s  c u s t o m e r s  
services

[English/

Postal Service in Village Panchayats of 
West Bengal

4177. SHRI  AJOY M U K H O PA D HY AY  Wi l l  the 
Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be pleased to state .

(a) the num be r  of v i l lage P a n ch a ya ts  in W es t  
Benga l ,  wh i ch  have be en  p rov id ed  wi th Post  and 
Telegraph Off ice faci l i ty su tar

(b) the number  of P and T off ices proposed to be 
prov ided dur ing 1996-97:

(c) the t ime limit f ixed for providing this faci l i ty in 
every vi l lage Panchayat :

(d) the n u m b e r  of Post  O f f i c es  u n de r  v i l l a g e  
Panchayats where STD facil i ty is avai lable

(e) whether  there is any t ime bound scheme for 
providing STD facil i ty in every vi l lage Panchayat  Post 
Offices.

(f) if so the detai ls thereof  distr ict-wise: and

(g) if not the reasons therefor9

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS (SHRI BENI 
PRASAD VARMA)  : (a) 3320 Gram Panchayat  Vi l lages 
in West  Bengal  have been provided wi th Post Off ice 
facil ity so far

Telegraph 1 579 v i l l ages  have been  p ro v id ed  
Telegraph facil i ty in West  Bengal

(b) Post There is a target  to open 4 Depar tmental  
Sub Post Off ices and 2 Extra Depar tmental  Branch Post 
Off ices in West  Bengal  during 1996 97

Telegraph - Nil

(c) Post

Post Offices are opened progressively under Annual 
Plan Schemes on norms based justification subject to 
availability of resources and plan targets Hence no 
time-limit can be fixed for providing the facility in every 
Village Panchayat.

Telegraph

No target is fixed as the Telegraph facility is provided 
on demand and justification of traffic.


