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Will the Minister of Food and
Agricultare be pleased to atate:

(a) whether it 13 g fact that the
Monsoon has come in time in most of
the parts of the country; and

{b) if s0, the extent it will effect
the food production of the country?

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Food, Agriculture, Community

Development and Cooperation (Bhri
Aanasahid Shinde): (a) and (b). The
actual onset of the Monsoon was
delayed by a week or s0 un some
parts of the country But, by and
large, the Monsoon rains this  year
have been qute good 20 far in  most
parts of the country. Sume areas not-
ubly Bihar and parts of East Uttar
Pradesh where the Monsoon activity
was rather weak upto the end of
June have also reveived some rainfall
during the early part of July, The
widespread monsoon rains are ex-
pected to help extensive sowings of
kharif crops It ;5 however, too
early at this stage {o freme even a
tentative estimate about the extent
of kharif sowings The overall pro-
duction of foodgrains would depend
to a large extent on the bebaviour of
raing during the next 2-3 months as
also on the weather conditions during
the rabl and summer seasors of
1987-68,

Looting of Grains in Shajapur
(Madhys Pradesh)

b

EEEEREE





