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(ij) Enhanced punishment for t'ul-
prits who repeat the offence, 

(iii) Replacement of copper wire: 
by copper weld wire. 

(iv) In addition, the number of 
circuits has been increased 
from 3 to 5 on a high fre· 
quency carrier system and 
since then circuit efficien{'~ 

has improved considerably. 
As a long term measure it is 
also planned to lay a cable 
from Delhi to Ambala which 
will eliminate line interrup-
tions and copper wire th('ft~ 
in this section. 

Acreage of Khar Land in the Country 

444. Shri Vishram Prasad: Will the 
Minister of Food and Agriculture be 
pleased to state: 

(a) the total acreage of 'Khar Land' 
in the country, State-wise; and 

(b) efforts made to recover tlle land 
and the land so recovered during 1961? 

The Minister of state In the MinIs-
try of Food anti Agriculture (Dr. Ram 
SaJthag Singh): (a) and (b). The in-
formation has been called for from 
the State Governments and will be 
placed on the Table of the Sahha on 
receipt. 

Tickets Missing from Damoh Railway 
Station on Central Railway 

r Shri Subodh Hanscla: 
445. J Shr~ S. C. Samanta: 

I Shrl B. K. Das: 
L Shri M. L. Dw!vedi: 

Will the Minister of Railways b" 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that a pil" 
of tickets of var.ious denominations id 
missing from Damoh Railway station 
of Central Railway; 

(b) if so, how it has vanished from 
the Railway station; 

(el whether any investigation was 
made: and 

(d) if S0. the result thereof? 

The Deputy Minister In the Ministry 
of Railways (Shri S. V. Ramaswamy): 
( a ) Yes. Some tickets were found 
missing from stock. 

(b) to (d). Investigalion is In pro-
gress. 
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Forest Policy 

r Shri H. P. Chatterjee: 
'147. ~ Shri Ranen Sen: 

L Shrl Dinen Bhattacharya: 

Will the Minister of Food and Agri-
culture be pleased to state: 

(a) what is being done to carry ollt 
th.e National Forest Policy; 

(b) what is the percentage Incr(!lIs~ 

of land under forests in the last two 
Five Year Plans; 

(c) what it will be in the Third "Five 
Year Plan; 
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(d) what is being done to put the 
catchment areas of river valky pro-
jects under proper afforestation to pro-
tect the costly dams and canals, ami 

(e) what percentage of the catch-
ment areas has been afforested in the 
Jast two Jo'ive Year Plan periods and 
what is going to be •. lone in the Third 
Five Year Plan period? 

The Minister of state in the 1\1i..~ls
try of Food and Agricultnre (Dr. Rlolll 
Subhag Singh): (a) 'Forest' being a 
State subject, the responsibility for 
implementing the National F(jre~t 

Policy rests on the States. Its wOlking 
is however, continuously under r(;view 
by the Central Board of Forestry on 
which the States are represente~ at 
Minister's level. 

The Central Government 
States in the formulation 

assist tilt! 
of State 

Plans for the development of forests 
when such assistance is asked for. 
These plans are annually reviewed ill 
the Ministry of FOOd and Agricu:tul'e 
and appropriate recommendations are 
made. to the State Governments. 

(b) According to the available sta-
tistics, thc area under for".t5 \\'ent 
down from 2,77,232 8<:1,. miles in 1950-
51 to 2.71.634 Sq. mi!P.s in 1955-5G, i.l'. 
by about 2%. This was primarily due 
to transfer of forest 1and to other 
Land Utilisation leads. Figures of area 
at the end of the 2nd Plan are not yet 
available. 

(c) By the end of the Third Fiv!' 
Year Plan period an area of 8,39,000 
acres is expected to be covered by new 
plantations. Information is, however, 
not available whether the~ planta-
tions will be undertaken on the exist-
ing forest land or outside the fOrE:31 
areas. 

(d) A special centrally Sporu.Oi cC:: 
programme for undertaking soil con-
servation measures in the catchments 
of the major river valley projects dur-
ing the Third Five Year Plan has been 
approved at an estimated cost of about 
Rs. 11 crores. This provides f()r 
various types of works In the catch-
ment areas including afforestation. 

Besides this, the State Plans also r()n-
tain a provision of Its. 52 lakhs tor 
such measures in such catchmentl;. In 
order to ensure prompt implementD" 
tion of this programme in projects 
covering more than one State, it has 
been suggested that the conLcrncd 
States should set up inter-state BOdrds. 

(c) Systematic attentIOn began to be 
given to this problem only during th~ 
Second Plan period, when an are:.. ot 
2·25 lakh acres was treated under Soil 
Conservation measures, inciuuing 
afforestation. During the Third Plan 
period, an area of 10 lakh acres i3 ex-
pected to be covered by such mt:asure! 
in the catchments of the various river 
valley projects. 

Movement of Coal On SlIndays and 
HolidaYs 

448. Shri Rameshwar TanUa: Will 
the Mini~tr~ of Railways be Jllcascd 
to st.ate: 

(a) whether it is a fact tnat there 
is a tall in the movemeut of COllI all 
Sundays and holidays; 

(b) if so whether (XovermnE:llt ar.) 
aware that 'SUCh a fall effects tile O\'er-
all movement of the coal; altd 

(e) if so, what measures Govern-
ment propose to take to guarantee a 
normal movement of coal on off days? 

The Deputy Minister In the Ministry 
of Railways (Shri S. V. Ramaswamy): 
(R) and (h). Loading of coal for 
movement by rail is comparatively 
less on SundayslHolidays .than on 
other days of the week. This drop in 
loading affects the overall movement 
of coa\. 

(c) The coal trade and Industry are 
·being constantlv persuaded to resort to 
coal loading o~ Sundays and Holidays 
on the same level as on week days. 

Ineentlves to Railway Employeu 

r Shri S. B. Das: 
449 J Shri Subodh Hansda: 

. 1 Shri Basomatari: 
L Shri S. c. Saminta: 

Will the Minister of RaIlways be 
pleased to state: 




