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l'reatJDent of Converts from Tribes as 
Memben of Backward Cluses 

8'790. Shrl Kartik Oraon: 
Shri O. P. Tyagl: 
Shrl Kanwar Lal Gupta: 

Will the Minister of Social Welf:!re 
be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government for the 
purpose of eliciting opinion, have ask-
ed the State Governments for their 
comments on the question of treat-
ing converts from the Tribes as mem-
bers of other Backward Classes; and 

(b) 11 so, the reaction of State 
Governments thereto? 

The Minister of Planning, Petroleum 
and Chemicals and Social WeHare 
(Shrl Asoka Mehta): (a) No, Sir. 

(b) Does not arise. 
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Vader aDd Post-Matrlc Scholarships to. 
Scheduled Cutes and Scheduled 

T1'ibes 

8793. Shri Kartlk Oraon: Will the' 
Minister of Social WeHare be pleased 
to state: 

(a) the total number of under-
Matric Scholarships awarded to mem-
bers of the Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes and the amount in-, 
volved since 1947, separately; 

(b) the total number of recipient' 
of scholarships who were converts to 
Christianity or Islam from amongst 
the members of Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes since 1947 and the 
amount involved, separately; 

(c) the total number of post-Matric 
S'Cholarships awarded to members of 
the Scheduled Castes and Tribes and 
the expenditure involved, therein ' 
since 1947, separately; and 

(d) the number of converts there-
from and the expenditure involved 
since 1947, separately? 

The Minister of Planning, Petro-
leum and Chemicals and Social Wel-
fare (Shri Asob Mehta): (a) The in-
formation is not readily available; in 
many States, such schemes were im-
plemented only with the commence-
ment of the first five year plan in 
1951. 

(b) and (d) Scheduled Caste con-
verts to Christianity or Islam legally 
cease to be Scheduled Castes and 
as sU'Ch are not eligible for Post-
matric scholarships. As regards Sche-
duled Tribes, no information is col-' 
lected by Government regarding the 
number of converts to Christianity or 
Islam, as Tribes are not identified on 
the basis Cit relIgion. 

(c) From 1947 to Number Expendi-
March 1966 ture 
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