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Shilting of Signal Construction Office,
Olavakkot

2041. Shri Vasudevan Nair:
Shri C. Janardhanan:
Shri P, C. Adichan:

Will the Minister of Ratlways be
pleased to state:

{(a) whether there is any proposal
to shift the Signal Construc’ion Office
at Olavakkot (Southern Railway) lo
Podanur;

(b) if so, whether Government
have received any representation
against this proposal; and

(c) the reasons for shifting the

Office?

The Minister of Railways
C. M. Poonacha): (a) Yes.

(Shri

(b) Yes.

(¢) The office is being shifted, as
the Officor-in-Charge of the constiruc-
tion unit has to cxecute a number of
important Signalling work east ond
north of Podanur and also jn Madurai
Division. Location of the office at
Podanur greatly facilita’es execution
of these works and movement of
stores to the various workspot from
the Signal Workshop and the Signal
Stores located at Podanur.
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Production of Cardamom

2043. Dr. Raner <=n- “Vill the Min-
ister of Commerce Le picased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
preduction of cardamom has declined
in recent years;

(b) if so, the reasons therefor; and

(c) the steps taken to increase the
produc:ion of cardamom?

The Minister of Commerce (Shri
Dinesh Singh): (a) Yes, Sir—though
production in 1966-67 showed sorne
improvement gver the production in
the previous two years.

(b) The decline in production has
been largely due to the wide preval-
ence of ‘Katte’ disease in the carda-
mom growing areas.

(c) To increase production of car-
damom, it is proposed:—

(i) to encourage extensive re-
planting with varieties resis-
tant to Katte disense, which s
reported to be the most signi-





