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BrahmaPlltrv. BrIdge at ShWong 

3558. Shri Bameshwar Tantla: Will 
the Minister of BaUways be pleased 
10 state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that con-
struction of the Brahmaputra Bridge 
at Shillong is expected to be completed 
within a few months; 

(b) if so, whether it is also a tact 
-that its completion will give to the 
meter gauge system direct access to 
.coal-fields in Assam; and 

(c) if so, whether Government pro-
pose to extend Shahdara-Saharanpur 
Light Railway to Meerut and Baghpat 
and connect it with meter gauge line 
to facilitate through coal traffic by 
meter gauge from Assam coal fields to 
'Delhi and Meerut? 

The Deputy Minister in the Ministry 
Of Railways (Shri S. V. Ramaswamy): 
(a) Yes, but the bridge is between 
Amingaon and Pandu and not at Shil-
long. 

(b) The completion of the birdge 
will provide direct connection between 
the metre gauge systems existing at 
either side of the Brahmaputra River. 
The coalfields in Assam are already 
connected by rail. 

(c) No. In fact there is hardly any 
5urplus coal to move out from Assam. 

Sisal Plantation 

35M. Shri David Munzni: Will the 
"Minister of Food and Agriculture be 
pleased to state: 

(a) how many concerns are engaged 
in sisal plantation in the States of 
Bihar, Orissa and West Bengal; 

(b) whether there is con.stant 
labour trouble in the plantations in 

.Orissa; and 

(c) if so, the reasons therefo!'? 

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of FOOII and Agriculture (Dr. Ram 
Subhag Singh): (a) to (c). Informa-
tion is being collected and will be 
placed on the Table of the Sabha. 
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Cotton Production 

3556. Shri Maheswar Naik: Will the 
Mini~tcr of FOOd and Agriculture be 
pleased to state what was the total 
acreage under cotton during the last 
season and also the total yield there-
of? 

The MInister of State In the Minis-
try of Foool and Agriculture (Dr. Ram 
Subhag Singh): The area and produc-
tion of cotton in India during the last 
(1960-61) season were 18:97 million 

acres nnd 53.91 1akh bales reSpec-
tively. For the current year (1961-62), 
estimates of area and production have 
not yet been received from all States; 
but the outturn is expected to be of 
the order of 44.6 lakh bales. 
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