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Will the Minister of Raflways be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
producers of soft coke and brick
burning coal of Bihar threatened
‘Dharna’ in front of the offices of the
Eastern and South Eastern Railways
us a protest against non-supply of
wagons for transporting coal; and

(b) if so, the steps taken to remedy
the situation?

The Minister of Railways (Shri C.
M. Poonacha): (a) Yes.

(b) Members of the Soft Coke Pro-
ducers’ Collieries Association met the
Chief Operating Superintendents of
Eastern and South Eastern Railways
on 4-5-67 and discussed the position
regarding allotment of more wagons
for decontrolled coal from West Ben-
gal and Bihar coalfie'ds.

It was explained to them that for
the purposes of allotment, soft coke
and brick burning coal enjoys low
priority. In spite of this, allotment
of wagons has been much higher this
year than the corresponding months
of the last year. During the first four
months of the current year, 11,586
wagons  were allotted more for the
movement of decontrolled coal from
West Bengal & Bihar coslfields as
compared to the last year, for which
members expressed their satisfaction.

They, however, desired assistance to
smaller collieries that were not able
to take part in the rake movements
of decontralled coal sponsored by the
States which they stated consequently
suffered, as Railways were not in a
g;sltion ttt: give piecemeal allotments.
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