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Desertion 11)1 Rehabilitation, sites outside 
West Bengal by Refugees 

7713. Shri Samar Guha: 
Shri B. 1'. Chatterjee: 
8hri B. N. Mukerjee: 
8hri Trldlb Kumar Chau-

clhurl: 
Shri Gaaesh Ghosh: 
Dr. MaltreYee Ba8II: 

Will the Minister of L&1Ioar ... 
BebabUltatlon be pleued to state: 

(a) whether ~ Is a fact that dl1l'1q 
the lut three months more than 180 
fam1l1et have returned to wut BeDa'a1 
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from di1!erent rE-habilitation sites in outside West Bengal The Committee 
yarious States; of Review of Rehabilitation Work in 

West Bengal, now er.gaged in a lItudy 
(b) whether it is also a fact that of the Residuary problems in West 

out of nearly 2 million refugees reha- Benb&l, is also expected to make re-
bilitated outside west Bengal nearly commendations on the need for exten-
1 million of tltem have gone back ding financial assistance for the tech-
to West Bengal SO far; and nical training, emplo),ment, educational 
(c) if so, the reasons for such deser- and medical rocilitif'£ of the new 

tiOllS and the steps Central Govern- migrants, who have remained in Wesl 
ment are visu:alising to help the Gov- Benllal. ~I 

erIlm~nt of West Bengal to tackle the 
problems of such reofugees? 

Tbe Minister of State-in the Minis-
try 'Jf Lallour, Emplo),ment aDd Reha-
bilitation (Shri L. N. Mishra): (a) 
During the months of March, April 
and May 1967, al:,OI.'t 170 families of 
new migrants are reported to have 
left different rehabilitation sites in 
various States 'and 272 families of old 
and new migrants are reported to have 
left the Dand"karanya settlements 
during the same period. It is not known 
how many of them returned to West 
Bengal, but, presumably, the majority 
o~ them went to that State. 

(b) No, Sir. Out of about 2.19 lakh 
families of old and new migrants re-
habilitated outpjde West Bengal in 
different states, including Danda-
karanya settlements, 2,034 families of 
new migrants, it is reported, left the 
different rehabilitation  settlements, 
The number of families of old migrants 
who left rehabilitation settlements ia 
not known. Apart from these, over 
33,000 families of new migrants (i.e. 
those who migrated to India on or 
after 1-1-1964) left the relief camps in 
which they had been accommodated, 
prior to their dispersal to rehabilitation 
settlements. The destination of these 
families is not known, although it maY 
be presumed that the majority ot them 
went back to West Bengal. 

(c) A statement indicating the rea-
,ona for the desertions of new migrant 
families from rehabmtation sites in 
various States i. attached. 

It is proposed to reopen certa1n 
camPi outside Wat Bengal to give a 
fre8h opportull1ty to new migrantl 
(includin, famllie. which deserted trom 
camPs and rehabllltatl(\J\ sites earller) 
.. q1ll1ff1 tor rebabWtatlon beneIlW 

Statemen& 

1. Migrants' inability to adjust them-
selves to their new ellvironment, parti-
cularly to the unfamiliar climatic and 
soil conditions,' lower rain-fall and 
different cropping patterns. 

2. The droueht and scarcity cOndi-
tions prevailing over large parts of 
the country which affected the rehabi-
litation settlement. also for the la •• 
two successive years and consequen-
tial fnilure of croP'S. 

3. Relations still living in West Ben-
gal. 

4. l'l atural inclination to settle down 
in West Bengal, strengthened by the 
hope that the neWly constituted State 
Govelnment wotold settle them in that 
State itself. 

3. Fear of prosecution fer ·being 
spurious migrants. 

6. False and  misleading promises of 
rehabilitatiOn in West Bengal made by 
unscrupulous ell.'ments who sOme timea 
infUtrate into r~ ettlement . 
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