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Lon to crops due to drought and Hoods
2059. SHRI VASANT SATHE: Will 

the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND 
IRRIGATION be pleased to state:

(a) whether the extent of damage 
done to the crops by floods and 
droughts continues to increase un­
abated over the last decade;

(b) if so, the estimated loss caused 
to the crops as a result of these cala­
mities year-wise; and

(c) steps taken to study the magni­
tude and nature of the problem in 
depth for suitable action programme 
in the 6th Five Year Plan?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND 
IRRIGATION (SHRI PRABHUDAS 
PATEL): (b) and (b). The informa­
tion is being collected and will be 
laid on the Tabic of the Sabha on 
receipt.

(c) With a view to reducing the 
effect of droughts in the chronically 
drought affected areas of the coun­
try, Government initiated Drought 
Prone Aieas Programme in 1970-71. 
Government have identified 74 dis­
tricts wholly or partly in 13 States 
as chronically drought prone. To 
start with, this programme was 
focussed on execution of rural works 
and employment generation. Subse­
quently the programme was re-orien­
ted on the basis of an area develop­
ment ’ oproach. The strategy is to 
improve the economy of these areas 
through l package of infra-structural 
and on-farm development activities 
with the objective of optimal utilisa­
tion of land, water, human resources 
of the area covered. As at present, 
the programme will continue during 
the Fifth Plan. The position will be 
reviewed in due course. Similarly 
a National Flood Control Programme 
was launched in 1954 for affording 
reasonable flood protection measures 
to the flood prone areas. Since then, 
nearly one third of the flood prone 
area has been afforded reasonable 
protection. In order to conduct a

study in depth of the approach and 
programmes of flood control measures 
and aspects like Soil Conservation, 
afforestation; Government have re­
cently dccided to set up the Rashtriya 
Barh Ayog so as to evolve a coordi­
nated, integrated and scientific ap­
proach to the Flood control problem 
and draw out a National Plan, fixing 
priorities which could be implement­
ed in the near future. The commis­
sion will make its recommendations 
as soon as practicable but in any case 
within two years.
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Proposal to increase Sugarcane Price

2061. SHRI BHOGENDRA JHA: 
Will the Min;ster of AGRICULTURE 
AND IRRIGATION be pleased to 
state:

(a) whether it is proposed to in­
crease the prices of sugarcane in the 
coming season; and

(b) if so, the price proposed to be 
increased?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
AND IRRIGATION (SHRI SHAH 
NAWAZ KHAN)- (a) and (b) The 
fixation of minimum sugarcane price 
for 1976-77 season is presently under 
consideration.

Nationalisation of Sugar Industry
2062. SHRI BHOGENDRA JHA: 

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE 
AND IRRIGATION be pleased to 
•tate whether it is proposed to natio­
nalise the sugar mills which are in 
Drivate hands?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
AND IRRIGATION (SHRI SHAH- 
NAWAZ KHAN): No decision has
so far been taken by the Government 
on the quescion of nationalisation of 
the sugar industry, 
evaluation and Monitoring of Special 

Pmmaune
2063. SHRI VASANT SATHE: Will 

the Minister of AGRICULTURE AftD 
IRRIGATION be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government have, 
under 20 Point programme, taken 
special steps to reorient and strengthen 
the monitoring and evaluation organi­
sation for the special programmes of 
the Centre by the Ministry of Agri­
culture and Irrigation; and

(b) if so, outline thereof?
THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND 
IRRIGATION (SHRI PRABHU DAS 
PATEL) (a) and (b) Yes. Sir 
Special stops taken/or being taken 
include Ihr cc*ttmg up of a Central 
Monitorinp O’-pamsation in the Cen­
tral Water Commission to watch fhe 
progress of tl.p ongoing major irri­
gation sch em e* constitution of Central 
Teams ■(o if view periodically the pro­
gress of land identify the constraining 
factors in the development of ground 
water, nnd strengthening of Land 
Reforms Division in the Ministry of 
Agricultui^ & Irrigation for ensuring 
more intensive monitoring and eva­
luation of the work done by the State 
Governments and the Union Territo­
ries Administrations. Likewise, moni­
toring of work relating to liquida­
tion of Rural Indebtedness and pro­
grammes for weaker sections like the 
Small and Marginal Farmers and 
Agricultural Labourers Development 
Agencies, Drought Prone Areas Pro­
gramme etc. has been strengthened.

A Coordination Committee to over­
see implementation, monitoring and 
evaluation of the 20 Point Program­
me in so far as it relates to the Minis­
try has also been qonjtituted.




