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Literacy among Agricultural Labou-
rers, Rural and Urban Poor

2551. SHRI NOORUL HUDA: Will
the Minister of EDUCATION,
SOCIAL WELFARE AND CULTURE
be pleased to state;

(a) whether there is any statistics
regarding percentage of literacy
among agricultural labourers, rural
and urban poor, who admittedly live
below poverty line;

(b) what is the extent of literacy
among slum dwellers; and

(¢) whether Government have for-
mulated special measures to remove
illiteracy among those people and
among certain backward communities
like Harijans ang Muslims and with
what results?
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THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, AND
SOCAL WELFARE AND IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE (SHRI
ARVIND NETAM): (a) According to
the information furnished by Regis-
trar General the percentage of lite-
racy among agricultural labourers m
rural and urban areas arc as follows:~

Rural Urtan Total

1971 15°71 21-98 1597
1961 919 1382 932

(b) Statistics are not available.

(¢) The various adult education
programmes currently being imple.
mented by Government ag  well as
non-Government agencies are design-
ed largely to benefit the socio-econo-
mically less privileged sections of the
society. About 10 lakh people are
covered by these programmes each
year.

Procurement Price and Markey Price
of Foodgraing

2552, SHRI NOORUL HUDA: Will
the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND
IRRIGATION be picased to state:

(a) whether the Government are
aware that there is a considerable
gap between the procurement price
and market price of grains (Paddy,
wheat ete.);

(b) whether the Government have
set up machinaries for preventing
large scale distress sales by poor far-
mers;

(c) whether Central Government
have advised the State Governments
ang the F.CI to purchase the grains
which poor and lower middle pea-
sants are forced to sell by offering
them a little more than the procure.
ment price; ang

(d) what steps Central Govern-
ment have taken t0 prevent concen-
tration of foodgraing in the hands of
the village rich ang unscrupulous
traders?





