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Survey of Bonded Labour System

778. SHRI S. M. SIDDAYYA: Will 
the Minister of LABOUR be pleased 
to state:

(a) whether a survey has been 
conducted in those States iand Union 
Territories recently that have report-
ed that they do not have the problems 
of bonded labour; and

(b) if so, the outlines of the survey?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF LABOUR (SHRI 
BALGOVIND VERMA): 1(a). Nofc
Sir.

(b) Does not arise.
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Opening of Public Call Offices in Tribal 
Development Blocks of Maharashtra

780. SHRI Z. M. KAHANDOLE: 
Will the Minister of COMMUNICA-
TIONS be pleased to state:

(a) whether there are numerous 
complaints about the unsatisfactory 
working of all the public telephone 
call booths in tlhe nine Tribal Deve-
lopment Blocks in the Nasik District 
of Maharashtra;

(b) if so, what steps have been 
taken to keep them in working con-
dition;

(c) whether there is any proposal 
to open public call offices in remain-
ing Tribal Development Blocks of 
Maharashtra; and

(d) if so, the outlines thereof?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNI-
CATIONS (DR. SHANKER DAYAL
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SHARMA); (a) and (b). No, Sir. 
PCOs are working satisfactorily. 
However, 3 Channel Telephone sys-
tem is proposed to be installed to 
improve speech of Igatpuri PCO. 
Copper wire of Surgana and Paint 
PCOs is proposed to be replaced by 
Aluminium wire to avoid copper 
wire thefts.

(c) and (d). The Sub. Plan for 
Tribal Development Blocks of Maha-
rashtra has not yet been finalised by 
the State Government. Proposals to 
open P.C.Os in such Tribal Develop-
ment Blocks will be considered after 
finalisation of the sub-plan.

Working In five Coal Mines Banned
781. SHRI RAM BHAGAT PASWAN: 

Will the Minister of LABOUR be 
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have re-
cently banned the working in five 
coal mines in the country; and

(b) if so, the reasons therefor?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF LABOUR (SHRI 
BALGOVIND VERMA): (a). Yes,
Sir.

(b). Apprehended danger of inun-
dation.

Economic Cooperation between India 
and Sri Lanka

782. SHRIMATI PARVATHI 
KRISHNAN: Will the Minister of
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to 
state:

(a) whether the representatives of 
India and Sri Lanka have decided, at 
a recent meeting, to extend economic 
co-operation between the two coun-
tries; and

(b) if so, the broad features there- 
•of?

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS (SHRI YESHWANTRAO 
CHAVAN): (a). Yes, Sir.

(b). The broad features of the 
decisions reached during the Third 
Indo-Sri Lanka Joint Commission 
Meeting held in New Delhi from 5th 
to 10th February, 1976 are as follows:

(1) Agreements were signed for 
grant to Sri Lanka of a fresh credit 
of Rs. 5 crores, setting up of a micro-
wave link between the two countries, 
further development off cooperation 
in science and technology and ex-
tension of civil aviation facilities.

(2) Steps will be taken to increase 
the trade.

(3) Technical and economic coope-
ration in fisheries, cattle development, 
rural technical centres, sugarcane 
production, diesel engines, electric 
motors and pumps, mica-mining etc. 
will be extended.

(4) Possibilities of a link-up of the 
power grids will be examined by the 
two governments on the basis of 
technical studies being undertaken.

Alloy Steel Industry |n Doldrums

783. SHRI JAGANNATH MISHRA: 
Will the Minister of STEEL AND 
MINES be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government’s atten-
tion has been drawn to a New Delhi 
newspaper report dated the 4th Feb-
ruary, 1976 titled ‘Alloy Steel Indus-
try in doldrums’ ; and

(b) if so, the remedial measures 
proposed?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF STEEL AND MINES 
(SHRI SUKHDEV PRASAD): (a).
Yes, Sir.

(b) It is not correct that Govern-
ment has decided to permit mini 
steel plants to diversify into alloy




