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<4 thorium, Government have fixed a 
programme so that eventually we can 
generate substantial quantities of 
power from thorium; and

(b) If 10, the broad outlines there­
of?

THE PRIME MINISTER, MINISTER 
OF PLANNING, MINISTER OF ATO­
MIC ENERGY, MINISTER OF ELEC­
TRONICS AND MINISTER OF SPACE 
(SHRIMATl INDIRA GANDHI). (a) 

and (b ). Government have initiated 
a programme so that eventually
substantial quantities of power can 
be generated using relatively more ab­
undant thorium. The programme con. 
sists of the setting up of an ex­
perimental Fast Breeder Test Re­
actor (FBTR) at Kalpakkam in
Tamil Nadu by 1979-80 for providing 
experience m the construction and ope­
ration of sodium cooled fast breeder 
reactors as a first step The next step 
will be the construction of c mimercial 
fast breeder reactors after sufficient 
experience has been gained in the ope­
ration of the FBTR m *he fuel blank­
ets of which thorium 232 will be con­
verted into fissile uranium 233 The 
inventory of U-233 thus fuilt up will 
enable us to go over to the thorium 
232-uranium 233 breeder rycie m the 
fourth stage of our nuclear power pro­
duction Any significant programme 
to generate power using thorium can, 
however, commence onlv after the 
stage of setting up of commercial fast 
breeder reactors decisions on the 
construction of which have yet to le  
taken

Monopoly In 283 items

2377 PROF MADHU DANDAVATE 
Will the Minister of INDUSTRY AND 
CIVIL SUPPLIES be plei*ed to state

(a) whether a survey conducted by 
the Ministry of Industry and Civil 
Supplies has revealed that there are 
203 items In which a complete mono­
poly exist*; and

(b) If so, what steps are proposed to 
be taken to break the stronghold of 
such single firm monopolies?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY AND 
CIVIL SUPPLIES (SHRI B. P. MAU- 
RYA): (a) and (b). Although no sla­
very as such was conduct© i by this 
Ministry, an internal study was under­
taken by the D G.T D on items having 
single source of supply as on l Novem­
ber, 1973 The study has revealed 
that about 55 items have a single 
source trf supply

It is the policy of Government to 
reduce concentration of economic 
power m a few hands and with this end 
m view, wherever monopoly exists, 
efforts are made to bring about diffu­
sion of entrepreneurship by allowing 
new entrepreneurs to set up capacity 
m such fields

Management of ‘Samachar

2378 SHRI NOORUL RUDA Will 
the Minister of INFORMATION AND 
BROADCASTING be pleised to «tate 
whether Government would include the 
representatives of employees IFWJ 
and editors of newsnqperc in the 
management o> ‘Samachar’''

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF 
INFORMATION AND BROADCAST­
ING (SHRI VIDYA CHARAN SHUK- 
LA) The ‘Samachar’ is a non-govern­
mental and autonomous organisation 
registered under the Soceties Regis­
tration Act 1860 It is for its Manag­
ing Committee to decide upon requests 
from representatives of eroplov ee«s, 
IFWJ and editors of newspaperfor 
membership of either the Society or its 
Managing Committee
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