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THE MINISTER OP TOURISM 
AND CIVIL AVIATION (SHRI RAJ 
BAHADUR); Oa) to (c). A  probe by 
the Central Bureau of Investigation 
into certain furniture contracts en-
tered into by the India Tourism De-
velopment Corporation is under way.

Institutional Credit to landless 
labourers

543 SARDAR SWARAN SINGH 
SOKHI: Will the Minister of FINANCE 
be pleased to state:

(a) whether new Schemes have 
been drawn up to devise alternative 
agencies to provide institutional cre-
dits to landless labourers; and

(b) if so, the salient features there-
of?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
CHARGE OF THE DEPARTMENT 
OF REVENUE AND BANKING 
(SHRI PRANAB KUMAR MUKHER-
JEE): (a) and (b). Regional Rural 
Banks sponsored by the commercial 
banks are being set up under the 
Regional Rural Bonks Act, 1976. One 
of the main objects of these banks is 
to attempt effective coverage of small 
and marginal farmers, landless la-
bourers and rural artisans. Ten’ such 
banks have been established by the 
end of February, 1976. Rural Banks 
wijl be providing credit direcily as 
well as through the Farmers, Service 
Societies whose main object is to pro-
vide integrated assistance to farmers 
particularly to small/marginal farm-
ers and agricultural labourers

The public sector banks have for-
mulated schemes to provide financial 
assistance to landless agricultural la-
bourers who have been allotted sur-
plus land for their working capital 
as also for term-loan requirements. 
These banks are also encouraging and 
financing landless labourers parti-
cularly those released from bonded 
labour to take up activities allied to 
agriculture.
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