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Rural Unemployment

2238. SHRI NOORUL KUDA Will 
the Minister of LABOUR be pleased to 
state;

(a) whether the employment •*» 
changes cover rural areas;

(b) the methods and techniques 
adopted to compute the unemploy, 
ment figures among the rural popu­
lation;

(c) the total estimated unemployed 
In the rural areas;

(d) whether the 20-Point Pro­
gramme proposes to tackle the prob­
lem of unemployment among the 
agricultural labourers and poor peas­
antry; and

(e) the outlines of such measures, 
i f  any?

t h e  mssmx m in is te r  in t h *
MINISTRY or LABOUR <SHRI BAL- 
GOVIND VERMA): (a) According t» 
a recent study conducted by the Direc­
torate General at Employment end 
Training* nearly 47 per cent of the 
registrants on the live registers of the 
Employment Exchanges, which i* e  
located mainly in urban and seagA- 
urban areas, were found to be from 
rural areas. Besides, over 200 Employ­
ment Information ai'd Assistant Bure­
aux to cater to the needs of rura? areas 
were also functioning in selected com­
munity development blocks in tba 
country.

(b) and (c). The estimate of the 
number of persons unemployed is made 
by the National Sample Survey Orga­
nisation (NSSO) on the basis of sample 
surveys. The latest available informa­
tion relates to the 2?th Round (1072- 
73) of N.SS.O. In this survev, the 
approach adopted was to quantify un­
employment on the basts of both the 
‘usual status’ (i e over a long r«riodf) 
and 'current status' (1.0 over a week 
preceding the iate of survev) Based 
on the 'usual status' approach it was 
estimated that about 2 million persona 
tn the rural areas were chronically un­
employed during the period October, 
1972-March, 1973. On the "current
status’ basis, the average rumber of 
persons totally unemployed in each 
week during this period, in the rural 
areas was estimated at 6 8 millions.

(d) and (e) The 20 Point Program­
me contains some measures aimed ®t 
improvemg the economic and social 
conditions in rural areas paiticularly 
among the poorer sections Uk<* agricul­
tural labourers by removing certain 
hardships and disabilities and provid­
ing facilities and opportunities for 
productive activities, their implement* 
ation would result in opportunities for 
gainful employment in rural area* 
benefiting mainly the agricultural la­
bourers and poor farmers. These mea­
sures are;

(i) Implementation of agricultu­
ral land ceilings and rpeedier 
distribution of surplus land.
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<ii) Stepping up of provisions for 

bouse siies for landless and 
weaker sections.

(iii) Abolition of bounded labour.

<iv) Liquidation of rural indebt­
edness, legislation for mora­
torium on recovery of debt 
from the landless labourers, 
small farmers and artisans.

(v) Review of laws on minimum 
agriculture wages.

<vi) 5 million more hectares to be 
brought under irrigation.

Cvii) Accelerated Power Program­
me.

(viii) New development plan tor 
development of handloom 
sector.

lt-Mfiltan-Toeufte-Featival at 
Rovrfcela.

2229. SHRI SHY AM SUNDER 
MOHAPATRA: Will the Minister of 
STEEL AND MINES be pleased to 
state:

(a) number of delegates Joined the 
10-mi llion-tonne-festival at Rourkela;

(b) whether 10-million-tonne-target 
has been delayed;

(c) if so, by how many years; and
<d) the total expenditure incurred 

on this celebration?
THE MINISTER OP STEEL AND 

MINES (SHRI CHANDRAJIT 
YADAV): (a). 223

<b) and (c). Production targets 
arc planned on a year to 
year basis and the Managements try 
to achieve the maximum results 
within the framework of such annual 
plans. The Rourkela Steel Plant cros­
sed the 10 nulUon-tonne mark in 
February. 1976. There is no question 
of delay in crossing this target

(il) The estimated exenditure in­
curred for the celebration is about Rs 
6.34 lakhs. This includes presentation 
of souvenir to each employee and c*es~ 
igning and erection of commemora­
tive monument etc.
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