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{b) whether Pakistan bhas since
changed its attitude as 1t appears from
Shri Bhutto's speech in Sri1 Lanka
recently; and

{¢) the reaction of our Government
and the steps the Government propose
to take in the matter?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAILKS
(SHRI BIPINPAL DAS): (a) and (b)
While the Pakistan Governmeat tries
to impress third countries that it s
sincere gn its deesire to normalise re-
lations with India in accordance with
the Simla Agreement, statements by
Pakistan Jeaders and continuing pro-
paganda against Indw contradict ihss
assertion.

(¢) India has made it clear in recent
communications sent to Pakistan that
negative propaganda against Incia 15
likely to cause a set-back to the pro-
cess of normalisation and that the
atmosphere should therefore be made
eonduciie 1o the bholding of further

talks.

Comymemorative stamp of Begum
Akhtar

304 SHRI 8 M. BANERJEF Wil
the Mimister of COMMUNICATIONS
be pleused to state:

(a) whether request has been maoade
by imdividuals and organisations to
have commemorative stamp of late
lamented Begum Akhlar, the famous
wusician; and

(h) if so. the reaction of 1the Go-
vernmeny thereto?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICA-
TIONS (DR SHANKER DAYAL
SHARMA): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) The proposal was placed before
the Philetelic Advisory Committee on
21-11-74 and again on 16-12-75 but
the same was not recommended.

PAUSA 18, 1897 (SAKA)
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Aluminium factory at Ratnagiri

305. SHRI SHANKERRAO
SAVANT: Will the Mimstey of
STEEL AND MINES be pleased 0
state:

(a) the progress made in the con-
struction of the Alvminium Factory a
Ratnagiri during 1974-75;

{(b) whether the Government pro-
pose to abandon the Project or com-
plete it; and

(ey if the (Government propose te
complete 1t, the time schedule there-
for and the reasons for slowing down
the wotk on this project?

THE DEPUUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF STLEL. AND MINES
(SHRI SUKHDEV PRASAD) (a) o
(c). In Apnl, 1974, Governement ap-
proved the Ratnagiri (Maharashtra)
Aluminium Project, the estimaled cost
of which then was Rs 73825 crores.
However, due to budgetary constramts,
a financial provision of Rs 1 crore
only was made in 1974-75 and
Rs 50 lakhs in 1975-76. The detailed
implementation of the project wili be
taken up and the annual phasmng
thereof determined only after full
financial resources for the project
have been carmarked.

Accumulation of Sieel Rogs
306, SHRI C. H. MOHAMED
KOYA:
SHRI P. M. SAYEED-
Will the Minister of STEEL AND
MINES he pleased to state;

{a) whether he is aware of the ac-
cumulation of steel rods and the resul.
tant lay off in steel Rolling Mills; and

(b) if so, the remedies contempla-
ted?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF STEEL AND MINES
(SHRI SUKHDEV PRASAD). (a) and
(b). In view of the increased produc-
tion and streamlining of distribution,
therc is a surplus in the gvailability
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of steel rods in the country. SAIL In-
ternational Limited have taken mea-
sures to step up the export of bars.
Government have no information
about lay~off in gteel re-rolling mills.

Empioyment of technicians and skilled
Labourers in Saudj Arabia and Gulf
countries

307. SHRI C. H. MOHAMED KOYA:
Will the Minister of LABOUR be pleas.-
ed to state.

(a) whether he is aware that a
large number of techniciang and skil-

led labourers are unemployed in
Kerala State;

(b) whether employment is avail-
able for them in Saudi Arabia and
Gulf countries; and

(c) the steps taken by Government
to find employment for them?

THE MINISTER OF LABOUR
(SHRI RAGHUNATHA REDDY): (a)
Precise estimates in this regard are
not available. Available information
relates to work gseekers (all of whom
are not necessarily unemployed) re-
gistered as “Craftsmen ang Produc-
tion Process Workers” with the Em-
ployment Exchanges in Kerala State.
Their number was 39,290 as on 30th
June. 1975.

(b)Y In recent years certain gppor-
tunities have come up in these coun-
tries for those Indian nationals whose
experience and qualifications
the requirements.

matcn

(c) Government processes all the
requests received from the Govern-
ment, semi-Government znd private
undertakings from these countries ex-
peditiously and renders al] necessary
and adequate assistance to them in
the recruitment while at the same

timg safeguarding the interests of
those recruited.

JANUARY 8, 1976

e
Written Answers ifr \

Ferro-Vanadium Plant in Orissa

508. SHRI ARJUN SETHI. Will the
Minister of STEEL AND MINES ke 3 ~
pleased to state:

(a) the further steps taken to com-
mission Ferro-Vanadium Plant in the
District Mayurbhanj of Orissa State;

(b) the total investment in the
aforesaid Plant; and

‘-(-/
(c) the preliminaries completed till =
to-date? -
-

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE =,
MINISTRY OF STEEL AND MINES
(SHRI SUKHDEV PRASAD): (a)
The proposal for setting up a Ferro-
Vanadium Plant in the District of
Mayuriohanj of Orissa State was ap-
croved by the Board of Directors of
Steel Authority of India Ltd. on 10th
November, 1975. The proposal is now
under consideration of the Govern-
ment for an investment decision.

(b) The total investment envisaged

in the aforesaid Plant is about Rs. 16
erores.

(¢} A feasibility report has been B
made by M/s. M.N. Dastur & Co. An ==
Expert Group constituted by the Steel”
Authority of India Ltd. has examined
the geological prospecting data estab-
iishing 5 mineable ore reserve of
Vanadi-ferrous ore in the Mayurbhanj
District and the adjoining regions . of
Orissa State.

NumbZer of Mini Steel Planis in the
country

309. SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: Will

the Minister of STEEL AND MINES _
be pleased to state: =

(a) how many mini steel plants
have been set up in the country,
State-wise total investments in these
plants to-date and state-wise install-
ed capacity of the plants;

(b) how many plants, State-wise,
have been closed down to-date;





