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(b) whether the total of Japanese 
loan to India has amounted to 1.07 
billion dollars; and

(c) if so, the period \uthm which 
India hopes to repay the loan along- 
with its interest to Japan?

THE  MINISTER  OF  IINANCE 
(SHRI C  SUBRAMANIAM):  (a)
Yes, Sir. Notes were exchanged bet
ween the two Governments on the 
31st January, 1975 which provide that 
the Government of Japan shall ex
tend to India, as a part of the financial 
aid to India for 1974-75,  a sum of 
Yen 7.000 million (equivalent ot Rs 1S» 
crores or $ 23 4 miHion at the cui- 
rent rate of exchange) as Commodity 
Loan for the purchase of machinery, 
steel, fertilizers,  component*, spares, 
.etc

(b) Yes, Sir. Taking intxj account 
the Commodity Loan above es also 
the Notes exchanged for a Debt Re
lief Loan of Yen 12,143 million, the 
total of the loans extended by  the 
Government of Japan to India would 
amount to Yen  328  billion  which 
would be approximately  equivalent 
to t'S & 1 0‘) billion  at the cumnt 
rate of exchange

(c) All loans, including the C6m- 
modity Loan and  the Debt  Relief 
Loan referred to at (a) and OS) above 
are to  repaid  alongwith interest 
in accordance with the terms cf the 
respective Loan Agreements by *?00l
A.D

Shortage  Newsprint  and  Paper

1605. SHRI MUKHTIAR SINGH 
MALIK:

SHRI BIRENDER SINGH 
RAO:

Will the Minister of COMMERCE 
be pleased to state:

(a)  whether the present shortage 
of Newsprint and other  quality of 
paper is due to the wrong policies of 
tbe State Trading Corporation; and

(b)  if so, the steps taken to ensure 
supply of required quantity of paper 
to the various ufeers?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE  (SHRI 
VISHWANATH PRATAP  SINGH):
(a)  There is at present no shortage 
of newsprint in the country. STC 
does not handle import  of  quality 
paper.

(b)  To meet the requirements of 
various users of newsprint during the 
year 1975-76 the STC has already con
cluded firm contracts  with foreign 
suppliers.
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