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Low Production of Cotton

4538 SHRI SAMAR MUKHERJEE* 
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE 
AND IRRIGATION be pleased to 
state*

(a) the reason of low production of 
short and medium staple varieties of 
cotton m the country, and

(b) the steps taken to impiove +he 
production *

THE DEPT TTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY 01 AuxtlcULTURE AND 
IRRIGATION (SHRI  PRABHUDAS 
PA1EL)  (a) and (b) The wnety- 
wise official estimates ol cotton pro­
duction during  1973-74 and 1S74-75 
are not yet available As buch it is 
premature to say whether the pro­
duction of medium and thort staple 
cottons will be low or not. However, 
in order to supplement the efforts of 
the State Governments in mcreâirg 
cotton  production, Government ot 
India is implementing Centrally Spon­
sored Scheme of Intensive Cotton 
District Programme m all the mcjor 
cotton growing States with full âsu- 
tance tor  appointment of staff and 
contingencies.  Subsidies  are  also 
given for seeds,  purchase ot plant 
protection equipment, demonstration 
etc, under the IC.DP.
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Request from Gujarat  to  increase 
Sugar Quota  j

4540 SHRI D D DESAI Will th« 
Minister of  AGRICULTURE  AND! 
IRRIGATION be pleased to state- 5

(a)  whether the Gujarat Govern* 
ment had requested the Centre to tan
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crease the sugar quote of the State; 
and

(b)  if so, the reaction of the Cen­
tre thereto?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY  OF AGRICUL­
TURE AND IRRIGATION  (SHRI 
SHAHNAWAZ KHAN): (a) Yes, Sir; 
in June and July, 1974.

(b)  As the sugar production: had 
fallen short of the original estimates 
in 1973-74 and the Government still 
considered It necessary to  export 
about 5 lakh tonnes of sugar in 1974 
to earn  the much-needed  foreign 
exchange, it  became  necessary to 
effect reduction in the monthly allot­
ments of sugar to all the States from 
June 1974 onwards. It was not, there­
fore, possible to agree to the request 
of the  Government of Gujarat to 
restore the allotment to the original 
level. The position was suitably ex­
plained to the State Government.

1 Illiteracy

4641.  SHRI  MOHINDER SINGH 
GILL: Will the Minister of EDUCA­
TION, SOCIAL  WELFARE AND 
CULTURE be pleased to state:

'(a) whether there has been an in­
crease in the number of illiterates in 
the country during the last few years;

.(b) if so, the reasons therefor;

'(c) whether tiH date  there  are 
thousands  of  teachers  (including 
trained ones)  unemployed for the 
last many years and still remain re­
gistered with employment exchanges 
all over the country; and

(d)  if so, Government’s reactions 
to this situation?

* THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION AND 
SOCIAL WELFARE AND IN THE 
D̂EPARTMENT OF CULTURE (SHRI 
X>. P. YADAV): (a) According to the

1961 and 1971 Census the number of 
illiterates are as under:—

(Figures in lakhs)

Age Group 1961 1971

S~I41 803 2 973-6

15—24 ’ 468*8 475 9

25—34 * 481 >9 506*1

35+ • 9I7'7 xia6-7

In the age-group 15—24 where the 
full impact of educational policies of 
Government is most felt, the increase 
is marginal being only about 7 lakhs. 
The increase In the number is more 
in the older sections of the popula­
tion, being 24 lakhs in the 25—34 
age-group and 209 lakhs in the age- 
group 35 -K

(b) The main reasons are: increase 
in population, socio-economic factors 
that prevent children from availing 
of full-time education; and inadequate 
resources.

(c) The total number of teachers 
of all categories on the live Register 
of Employment Exchanges rose from
58,000 in 1964 to 226,000 in June, 1974. 
Out of these 165,307 are trained 
teachers.  All these  teachers* how­
ever, may not necessarily be unem­
ployed.

(d) Two steps have helped to alle­
viate the situation:

(1) Under the scheme of provid­
ing employment to the edu­
cated unemployed and for ex­
pansion of elementary educa­
tion, about 80,000 additional 
elementary school teachers 
were appointed during 1971- 
72 to 1973-74 for opening of 
new primary schools, for im* 
proving the teacher-pupil ra­
tio and for upgrading primary 
to middle schools;

(ii) Several  State  Governments 
are taking steps to reduce




