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Food Position in the Country

911 SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU Will 
the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND 
IRRIGATION be pleased to state

(a) whether speaking at a  public 
function m Jaipur on 22nd December, 
1974, he claimed that "the food crisis 
in the country had ended”,

(b) if so, the basis of  such opti 
mistic statement,

(c) how far the slight  decline m 
the wholesale price  index of food- 
grains during October to  December, 
1974 has been reflected in the retail 
prices,

(d) whether he is  aware of the 
observations of the RBI m its report 
on currency and finance 1973-74 viz, 
“it is necessary to  emphasize  that 
recent changes have been  more m 
price  expectations  than in  actual 
prices, particularly at the retail level , 
and

(e) if so,  Government’s  reaction 
thereto’

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND 
IRRIGATION (SHRI  ANNASAHEB 
P SHINDE) (a) Yes, Sir

(b)  The over-all food situation has 
shown an improvement since the last 
quarter of 1974  Market availability 
of foodgrams has become relatively 
easy and their prices are, by and large,
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steady. The winter  rains in several 

parts of North India have proved bene­

ficial to Rabi crops and if weather 

conditions are  favourable in the re­

maining part of the season, rabi pro. 

duction may be expected to register a 

substantial increase this year.

(c): The All India index number of 

wholesale price of food grams (Base: 

1961-62—100) declined by 7.8 per cent 

from 440.3 at the end of September, 

1974 to 400.1 at the end of December.

1974.  The All India average consumer 

price index number of  food (Base: 

H960—100) for industrial workers de­

clined by 1.3 per cent from 382 in Sep­

tember, 1974 to 377 in November, 1974 

(latest available so far).

(d) and (e). Government are aware

of the observations of the Reserve Bank 

of India and are keeping a close watch 

on the situations.

Demand and Production of Vanaspati

912. SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU:

SHRIMATI ROZA 
DESHPANDE:

SHRI SAMAR MUKHERJEE:

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE 

AND  IRRIGATION  be pleased to 

state:

(a)  total demand and production 

of Vanaspati in the country, month- 

wise, from March, 1974 to January,

1975;

( (b) retail controlled price of this 

commodity region-wise and  month- 

wise  from March 1974 to  January*

1975; and whether it has been alleged 

that Vanaspati is not available at con­

trolled price in the open market;

(c) if so, the facts thereof;

(d) whether it is a fact that statu­

tory price control on this commodity 

has recently been lifted; and

(e) if so, on what grounds?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND 

IRRIGATION (SHRI ANNASAHEB P. 

SHINDE): (a) the demand for vanas­

pati in the country during the period 

March, 1974 to January, 1975 is esti­

mated at 42,000 tonnes per month. The 

production during this period was as 

shown below:—

Month 

March 197̂

April, 1974 

May, 1974 

June,1974 

July, 1974 

August, 1974 ■ 

September, 1974 

October, 1974 * 

November, 1974 

December, 1974 

January, 1975 *

Production
(tonnes)

42,229

40,430

35,t52

17,748

25494

18,340

14,080

21.255 \

3i>i52

29,926

38,604

(b)  and (c). The retail prices  of 

vanaspati in the different zones, exclu­

sive of sales tax, during the  period 

March, 1974 to January, 1975, as noti­

fied by the  Government,  were as 

shown below:




